Mary L. Crist v. Washington, Virginia and Maryland Coach Company, Inc. by unknown
Record No. 4310 
In the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
at Richmond 
MARY L. CRIST 
v. 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND 
COACH COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
FROM THE CIR01;11T OCllJR'l' OF ARLINGTON 'tOUNTY 
RULE 5:12-BRIEFS. 
§5. Nt:MBEB eF CoPIES. Twenty-five copies of aeach brief shall 
be tiled witb. the cler~ of the Court, and at lea-st three covics 
mailed or delivered to opposing counsel on or before the day 
ou w lifob the brief is filed. 
~6. S1:rn ANn TYPE. Briefs ~ball he nine inch.es in. length and 
six inches in width, §,O as to eon form in dimensions to the 
printed record, and shall be printed in type not less in size, as 
to h~ight aml width, than the type in which the recon] is 
printeu. The reaord number of the case and the names and 
addresses of counsel s,ubmitting the brief shall be printed on 
t1'e front cover. · 
H. G. TURJ,,TER, Clerk. 
Court opens at 9 :30 n. m. ; Adjolll'DS at 1 :00 p. m. 
a 
NOTICE TO COUNSEL 
lhis case probably will be called at the scs~io:1 of couri ,_I) 
he held \, 1954 
You \\'il l be ac!Yised later more definitely as to the rlatt·. 
Print name~ of counse l on front cover of briefs. 




Supreme Courf of Appeals of Virginia 
AT RICHMOND 
Record No. 4310 
VIRGINIA: 
In the Supreme Court of Appeals held at the Su1-•reme Court 
of Appeals Building in the City of Richmond on Tuesday the 
4th day of May, 1954. 
MARYL. CRIST, 
against 
Plaintiff in Error, 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND COACH 
COMP ANY, INCORPORATED, Defendant in Error. 
From the Circuit Court of Arlingion County. 
Upon the petition of Mary L. Crist a writ of error is 
awarded her to a judg1nent rendered by the Circuit Court of 
A~·lington County on the 23rd day of November, 1953, in a 
c, _·tain motion for judgment then therein depending· wherein 
the said petitioner was plaintiff and Washington, Virginia 
and Maryland Coach Company, Inco.rporatecl, was defendant, 
upon the petitioner or some one for her, entering· into bond 
with sufficient security before the clerk of the said circuit court 
in the penalty of three hundred dollars, withcondition as the 
law directs. 
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RECORD 
• • • 
Filed in Circuit Court, Arlington- County, Va., 18th of De-
cember, 1951. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
RACHEL H. WHITE, D. C. 
MOTION FOR JUDGMENT. 
· To the Honorable Judges of the said Court: 
The undersig·ned plaintiff, MARY L. CRIST, respectfully 
moves this honorable Court for judgment and award of ex-
ecution against the defendant, the WASHINGTON, VIR-
GINIA AND MARYLAND COACH COMP ANY, INC., a 
Corporation, for the sum of THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-
FIVE THOUS~ND and no/100 DOLLARS ($375,000.00), to-
gether with interest thereon from December 23, 1950, until 
paid, and costs incident to this proceeding, which said sum is 
justly due and owing by the defendant, the vV ASHINGTON, 
VIRGINIA & MARYLAND COACH COMP ANY, INC., a 
Corporation, to the undersigned plaintiff for. the damages, 
wrongs and injuries hereafter set forth, to-wit: 
1. That heretofore, to-wit, on the 23rd day of December, 
1950, and for a long time previous thereto, the said clef endant 
was the owner, proprietor and operator of certain motor cars 
commonly known as passenger buses, which were operated by 
the said clef endant by its servants and agents, in the County 
of Arlington, Virginia, and in the City of Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia, upon the streets and public ways of the said 
County and City, for the carriage and conveyance of passen-
gers along and upon said streets and public ways of said 
County and City, for hire and reward, and for-the carriage, 
conveyance and transfer of passengers from a terminal or 
regular loading point of the said defendant located at, to-wit, 
10th and "F" Streets, N. W., in the City of Washing-ton, Dis-
trict of Columbia, to certain other terminals or reg·ular load-
ing and unloading points in the said County of Arlington. 
2. That the said defendant being such owner, proprietor 
and operator of said motor cars or passenger buses and a com-
mon carrier of passengers for hire and reward as aforesaid, 
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l1eretofore, to-wit, on the said 23rd day of Decembe1\ 1950, the 
· undersigned plaintiff who was then and there at the 
page 2} said terminal or reg'Ular loading point of the said 
defendant located at, to-wit, 10th and "F" Streets, 
N. W., in the City of Wasl1ington, District of Columbia, and 
desiring to go from there to tbe terminal or regular unload-
ing point of the said defendant located at, to-wit, South Sixth 
Street and South Glebe Road·in the said County of Arlington, 
at the special instance and request of the defendant became 
and was a passenger in one of the said motor cars or passen-
ger buses then so owned and operated by the· defendant as 
aforesaid for hire and reward as afore said, · for the purpose 
of being· conveyed and carried in and through the said City 
of Washington, District of Columbia! from the said terminal 
or regular loading point at, to-wit, 10th and "F" .Streets, 
N. W., ·washington, District of Columbia, on the regular run 
of the said motor car or passenger bus therefrom to the regu-
lar terminal or unloading point of the said defendant at South 
Sixth Street and South Glebe Road in the said County of Ar-
lington; and the said defendant, by its servant and agent, then 
and there received the undersigned plaintiff as such passen-
ger, for whicl1 said service the undersigned plaintiff then and 
there paid to the said agent and ser'vant of the said defendant 
the sum so required by the said defendant for such service, 
and thereafter the undersigned plaintiff did seat herself in a 
seat in and upon the s~id motor car or passenger bus provided 
for sucl1 purpo~e. 
3. That it thereupon became and was the duty of the said 
defendant to use due and proper care, and the highest degree 
of care, that the said plaintiff slmuld be safely carried in and 
by the said motor car or passenger bus between the terminals 
or regular loading· and unloading points of the defendant 
aforesaid, and safely delivered to her destination; to bring 
and keep the said motor car or passenger bus under careful 
and complete control at all times; to drive the same at a moder-
ate and safe rate of speed, and to maintain a pr<,per lookout 
and saf eguar<l for life, limb and pi·operty; yet, the said de-
fendant, not regarding its duty in this behalf, did not use due 
and proper care that the undersigned plaintiff should be safely 
carried by and in the said motor car or passenger bus between 
the aforesaid points in the said City and County, aforesaid, 
but wholly neglected so to do. 
4. That the defendant did not regard its several duties 
aforesaid or any of them while so carrying and conveying the 
plaintiff as aforesaid, but the said defendant by and through 
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· its said agent and servant carelessly, negligently, 
page 3 ~ recklessly, unskillfully and unlawf nlly. operated the 
said motor coach or passenger bus at an excessive 
rate of speed having due reg~rcl to the condition of the streets 
and public ways of the said County of Arliugton which at the 
time were wet and covered with water, and did carelessly,. 
negligently, recklessly, unskillfully and unlawfully fail to keep 
the said motor car or passenger bus under careful and com-
plete control at all times, and did carelessly, negligently, un-
skillfully and unlawfully fail to maintain a proper lookout and 
s·afeguard for life, limb and property,. and did carelessly, 
negligently, recklessly, unskillfully and unlawfully fail to 
drive the said motor car or passenger bus at a moderate and 
safe rate of speed, in violation of ordinances and statutes of 
the saia County of Arlington and the State of Virginia, and 
operated the s.aJd motor car or passenger bus upon one of the 
streets or publi,f·~·ays of the said County of Arlington which 
then and there was we.t and covered with water, in such a care-
less, negligent, reckless, unskillful, and unlawful manner as 
afore said that the said motor car or passenger bus was per-
mitted to and did skid and otherwise go out of control of the 
said ag·ent and servant of .the said defendant at a point in Co-
lumbia Pike, one of the · streets or public ways of the said 
County of Arlington, at or near the "cutoff" from the said 
Columbia Pike eastward of the overpass thereover of South 
Washington Boulevard where the said cut-off provides access 
from Columbia Pike to South Washington Boulevard in the 
said County, and did carelessly, negligently, recklessly, un-
skillfully and unlawfully skid and otherwise drive the said 
motor car or passenger bus upon, on and against an obstruc-
tion commonly known as an "island'' placed in the said cut-
off for the purpose of separating opposite lanes of traffic and 
being located in the said cut-off at a point where the said cut-
off meets and leads into and from said Columbia Pike, and im-
mediately thereafter dicl carelessly, negligently, recklessly, un-
skillfully and lnlawfully 4id drive the said motor car or pa8-
senger bus upon, on and against the curb of the aforesaid cut-
off opposite the said isla11d, and by means whereof the said 
motor car or passenger bus of the said defendant in which the 
undersig'lled plaintiff was being carried as a passenger for 
hire as aforesaid was violently jolted, jarred and thrown about 
off its normal course and tl1e undersigned plaintiff by reason 
thereof was violently thrown her seat on the said motor car 
or passenger bus onto, upon and against the floor 
page 4 } thereof. 
5. That as the proximate cause and result of the 
Mary L. Crist v. ·wash., Va. & Md. Coach Co., Inc. 5 
foregoing, the undersigned plaintiff thereby suffered painful, 
serious, disabling and disfiguring injuries consisting of, to-
wit, severe shock, multiple contusions; concussion of the spine; 
ruptured intervertebral discs in the spinal column; multiple 
strain and bruises of the lower back ; severe lumbrosacral and 
lumbodorsal strain; severe strain to the muscles, ligaments, 
nerves and bones of the entire back with cord shock superim-
posed; sacroiliac synchondrosis; injuries and severe strain to 
the muscles, ligaments, bones and nerves in the right and left 
sides, right and left arm, right and left leg, right and left foot 
and right and left hands; paralysis of the lower extremities, 
nervous irritability, despondency, melancholia and hysteria; 
and other parts of her body were bruised, wounded and in-
jured; and also by means of the premises the undersigned 
plaintiff became and was sick, sore, lame and disabled, and has 
so continued for a long space of time, to-wit, hitherto, during 
all of which time the undersigned plaintiff has suffered great 
pain and mental anguish and has been prevented from per-
forming her regular household duties and otherwise attending 
to her borne and family, and thereby also the undersigned 
plaintiff has been obliged to pay and expend and did pay and 
expend divers sums of money in and about endeavoring to· 
be cured of the said fractures, bruises, hurts and injuries so 
received as· aforesaid, and is permanently injured and will in 
the future suffer great physical pain and mental anguish and 
will be deprived of divers great gains, profits and advantages 
,vhich she might and otherwise would derive and acquire but 
for the permanent injuries aforesaid, all to the damage to the 
undersig·ned plaintiff in the sum of THREE HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND and no/100 DOLLARS 
($375,000.00) with interest thereon from December 23, 1950, 
and until paid, together with the costs of this proceeding. 
WHEREFORE, judgment and award of execution against 
the said defendant is asked at the hands of this Court in the 
sum of THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND 
and no/100 DOLLARS ($375,000.00), with interest thereon 
from the 23rd day of December, 1950, until paid, and the costs 
of this proceeding. 
GIVEN under my ban<l this 18th clay of December, 1951. 
• ... 
MARY L. CRIST, Plaintiff 
HOMER RANDOLPH THOMAS 
Attorney for Plaintiff . 
• • * 
6 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
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Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jan. 5, 1952. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. WHITE, Deputy Clerk. 
ANSWER OF DEFENDANT. 
1. Defendant neither admits nor denies the allegations con-
tained in paragraphs numbered 1, 2 and 3 of the Motion for 
Judgment but calls for strict proof thereof. 
2. Defendant denies each and every allegation contained in 
paragraph numbered 4 of the Motion for Judgment. · 
3. Defendant denies each and every allegation contained in 
paragraph numbered 5 of the Motion for Judgment. 
page 13} 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA & MARYLAND 
COACH COMP ANY, INC., a Corporation 
By ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
505 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia, 
MANUEL J. DA VIS 
Barr Building 
Washington 6, D. C., 
Counsel for Defendant . 
• .. • • 
. . • • • • 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jan. 11, 1952. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By F. WOODYARD, Deputy Clerk. 
Mary L. Crist v. Wash., Va. & 1\fd. Coach Co., In~ 
MOTIONS .. 
FIRST MOTION .. 
Comes now the Plaintiff, Mary L. Crist, by her Attorney, 
and moves this Honorable Court to enter an Order herein 
striking paragraph No. 1 of the Defendant's Answer filed 
herein, on the ground that the defendant has denied the :Plain-
ti:ff 's allegations in Paragraphs 1, 2 and 4 of her Motion for 
Judgment with respect to the ownership, operation and con.:. 
trol of the motor cars or passenger buses of the defendant re-
ferred to therein, without filing an affidavit denying specifi-
cally and with parti~ularity that such motor cars or passenger 
buses were so owned, operated or controlled, as. required by 
Section 8-115 of the Virgfoia Code of 1950, as amended. 
SECOND MOTION .. 
Comes now the Plaintiff, Mary L. Crist, by her Attorney, 
and moves this Honorable Court to enter an Order herein re-
quiring the Defendant to file herein a statement of its grounds 
of defense informing- the Plaintiff of the true nature of its de-
fense to each and every allegation of fact embodied in Para-
~p·aphs, 1, 2, ~ 4 and 5 of the Plaintiff's Motion for Judgment 
filed herein .. 
:MARYL. CRIST, Plaintiff, 
By Counsel. 
HOMER RANDOLPH THOMAS, p. q. 
Court House Road, 
Arlington, Virginia.. 
I certify that on Jan. 11, 1952, I mailed a true copy of the 
fore going pleading to each counsel of record for the Defend-
ant. 




• • • 
· Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va.,"Feb. 1, 1952. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk. 
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MOTION FOR LEA VE TO FILE AMENDED ANSWER. 
Now comes the defendant a:nd states as follows: 
1. That the plaintiff has filed two Motions in this case, the 
sum and subsiance of which is to ask for a more-detailed state-
ment of the defendant's grounds of defense. 
2. That the defendant believes that the' attached Amended 
Answer will answer both of the plaintiff's contentious and 
serve to clarify the situation. · 
WHEREFORE, the def end.ant asks leave to file the attached 
Amended Answer. · 
WASHINGTON,. VIRGINIA AND MARY-
LAND COACH COMP ANY 
By E. WALLER DUDLEY · 
Counsel.. 
I certify that on 2/1/52 I mailed a true copy of the forego-
ing pleading to each counsel of record for the plaintiff. · 
E. WALLER DUDLEY, p. cl.. 
.. 
page 17 ~ 
AMENDED ANSWER. 
Now comes the defendant and for answer to the Motion for 
Judgment heretofore filed against it states as follows: 
1. The defendant admits the alleg·ations contained in Para-
graph l of the Motion for Judgment. 
2. The def end ant admits that tlle plaintiff was riding on one 
of its buses at the time of the accident as a paying passenger, 
but is without knowledge as to tlle plaintiff's ultimate desti-
nation. 
3. The defendant admits that it was under a duty to trans-
port the plaintiff safely, to keep its bus under control, to drive 
at a safe rate of speed ahd to maintain a proper lookout, ancl 
it denies that' it neglected its duty in any of these respects or 
in any respect whatever .. 
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4. The defendant specifically denies each and every allega-
tion of neg·ligence sought to be laid to its charge and states 
that its bus was being operated carefully and properly at the 
time of the accident. 
5. The defendant denies each and ever allegation relating 
to the plaintiff's injuries, both mental and physi-
page 18 ~ cal, and denies all allegations relating to expendi-
tures, both past and future, for the treatment of 
these injuries, denies all allegations of disability, pain and 
suffering·, and future losses and suffering, and calls for strict 
proof thereof. 
6. For further answer the defendant states that the incident 
in question was caused solely by circumstances outside the con-
trol of the driver and not by any act of negligence on his part. 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARY-
LAND GOACH COMP ANY 
By E. vV ALLER DUDLEY 
Counsel. 
ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
E. WALLER DUDLEY 
Counsel for Defendant 
505 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
M.ANUEL J. DAVIS 
Attorney at Law 
Barr Building 
Yv ashington, D. C. 
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Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Mar. 5, 1952. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. ·wHITE, Deputy Clerk 
PARTICULARS OF PARAGRAPH 6 OF AMENDED 
ANSWER. 
Now comes the defendant, by counsel, and pursuant to order 
of Court, furnishes the following particulars with reference 
to Paragraph 6 of its Amended Answer: 
10 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
1. At the time of the accident in question, the road on which 
the defendant's bus was traveling was very slippery, due to a 
snowing and sleeting condition which began after the bus 
started its run. 
2. That despite the extremely careful operation of the bus 
by the defendant's driver, the left front wheel of the bus slid 
a short distance and struck certain curbing marking off a 
traffic island. 
3. That the forward motion of the bus was not even inter-
rupted, and the blow was a glancing one and not in the least 
severe. 
4. That at no time did the defendant's driver operate his 
bus carelessly, negligently,. recklessly, unskillfully or unlaw-
fully, and the accident was caused solely by weather 
page 20 ~ conditions over which the defendant's driver had 
no control. 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARY-
LAND COACH COMP ANY 
By E. WALLER DUDLEY 
Counsel. 
ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
E. WALLER DUDLEY 
Attorneys at Law 
505 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
MANUEL J. DA VIS 
Attorney at Law 
Barr Building 










Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jul. 15, 1952. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. WHITE, Deputy Clerk. 
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IN RE: PETITION OF HOMER RANDOLPH THOMAS 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF. 
To the Honorable Judges of the Circuit Court of Arlington 
County, Virginia: 
Your Petitioner, Homer Randolph Thomas, Attorney at 
Law, comes now and respectfully requests leave of this Honor-
able Court to be allowed to file this Petition. 
Your Petitioner states that he was employed during the 
year of 1951 by Mary L. Crist, who was injured in an auto-
mobile accident in December, 1950 while riding on a bus owned 
and operated by the Washington, Virginia and Maryland 
Coach Co., Inc., for the purpose of securing for her, damages 
for her injuries, sustained in the accident. . 
Your Petitioner further states that he had a contract with 
Mary L. Crist on a contingent basis of twenty-five per cent 
(25%) as a fee of what was collected if settlement was made 
without the necessity of a suit being filed and thirty-three and 
one-third per cent (33 1/3%) of what was realized after suit 
was filed and we were in Court. 
That all necessary work has been completed incident to trial 
by Homer Randolph Thomas, your Petitioner, as will be shown 
by a copy of a letter of July 14th, 1952, addressed to Mr. Denis 
R. Ayres, Attorney at Law, Alexandria, Virginia, which is 
filed herewith and prayed to be read as a part of this Petition. 
That a letter of Mary L. Crist dated July 5th, 1952, ad-
dressed to Homer Randolph Thomas be filed as an exhibit and 
be read as part of this Petition. 
page 24} That the interests of Homer Randolph Thomas, 
Attorney of record, for Mary L. Crist, be protected 
by this Honorable Court so far as the same are concerned in 
an attorney's fee for his part of the contract claimed to exist 
between Homer Randolph Thomas, Attorney and Mary L. 
Crist, Client. . 
That this Honorable Court now being aware of the facts as 
they now exist, properly .enter such order as is appropriate 
for Counsel in such a state of circumstances, so as to properly 
protect the interests of Mary L. Crist, the Plaintiff in her case 
at Law No. 3836. 
Your Petitioner prays that this Petition be accepted and 
allowed to be filed and read together with the exhibits :filed 
herein and that he, the Petitioner, may be allowed such other 
and general relief as his case may require and to equity and 
good conscience seem meet. 
12 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
And your Petitioner will ever pray. 
HOMER RANDOLPH THOMAS, 
Petitioner. 
HARRY RANDOLPH THOMAS, 
Attorney at Law 
Court House Square, 
Arlington, Virginia, 
Attorney for Petitioner. 
• • 
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.. 
• 
Recorded in Common Law Order Book No. 34, Page No .. 
355,. on 9 /5 ;~2 .. 
ORDER. 
Upon petition of Denis R. Ayres, attorney for the herein 
plaintiff, that he be permitted to withdraw from this case, no~ 
pending in this Court, so that the plaintiff may select other 
counsel, and the Court l1av:ing considered the petition, it is, 
ORDERED and DECREED that the petition be granted 
and the plaintiff so notified. 
WILLIAM D. MEDLEY, Judge .. 
• I 
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Recorded in c·ommon Law Order Book No. 34, Page No. 356, 
on 9 /5/1952 .. 
ORDER. 
This cause came on this 5th day of September, 1.952, to be 
heard on the petition filed by Homer Randolph Thomas, At-
torney, ancl it appearing to the Court that Homer Randolph 
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Thomas, Attorney, should be allowed to withdraw as Counsel 
in this cause and that any adjudication in respect to an at-
torneys' fee for the said Homer Randolph Thomas, Attorney, 
should be continued. 
It is, therefore, ADJUDGED and ORDERED, that Homer 
Randolph Thomas, Attorney, should be allowed to withdraw 
as Counsel for Mary L. Crist in the above entitled cause and 
the determination or adjudication with respect to any attor-
neys' fee to which Homer Randolph Thomas, Attorney, as 
counsel may be entitled, is held in abeyance until the final de-
termination of this ca'use. 
And this cause is continued. 
·wILLIAM D. MEDLEY, Judge. 
Seen 
HOMER RANDOLPH THOMAS . 
• • • 
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9:53 A. M. 
The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Arlington, Greetings: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kurtz, Mrs. Ethel I. Oliff and Dr. Raymond Schwartz to ap-
pear before the Judge of our Circuit Court of the County of 
Arlington at the Court House thereof, on the 6th day of April, 
1953, at 10 :00 o'clock a. m., to testify and the truth to say on 
behalf of the plaintiff in a certain matter of controversy in 
our said Court before the said Judg·e depending· and undeter-
mined between Mary L. Crist, plaintiff, and Washing-ton, Vir-
ginia & Maryland Coach Company, Inc., a Corporation, de-
fendant. And have then there this writ, 
Witness, H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Court House, the 3rd day of March, 1953, and in the 177th 
year of the Commonwealth. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By VIRGINIA C. LONG, 
Deputy Clerk. 
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(on back) 
SUBPOENA FOR WITNESS. 
Mary L. Crist 
v. 
Washington, Virginia & Maryland Coach ·company, Inc., etc. 
Law 3836 
Arlington Circuit Court, the 6th day of April, 1953 
Executed this 3 day of March, 1953, by serving a true copy 
of the within process on l\Irs. Ethel I. Oliff in person, iri Ar-
lington County, Virginia. 
Given under my hand this 3 day of March, 1953. 
Time 1:55 P. M. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff, Arl. Co., Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff. 
Executed in Arlington County, Virginia, the within process 
by ~oing to the usual place of business or employment, during 
busmess hours, of Dr. Raymond .Schwartz and not finding him 
there, I delivered a true copy thereof and gave information of 
'its purport to Mrs. W. R. Domery; the person found there in 
charge of such business or place of employment. 
Given under mv hand this 3 clay of Marcll, 1953. 
Time 10 :50 A. ~M. 
CARL TAYLOR, 
Sheriff of Arlington County, Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kurtz, not found in my bailwick. Given un:-
der my hand this 3 day of March, i953. 
Time 11 :40 A. M. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff, Arl. Co., Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff. 
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Credited to Sheriff's Account $2 .. 25. 
Date 3/3/53. 
Filed Circuit CourtJ .Arlington County, Va., Mar. 3, 1953. 
• 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By . . . . . . . . . . . . Deputy Clerk .. 
• ,s .. 
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1:14 P. M. 
The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the ·county of Arlington, Greetings: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon Carolyn Hitch-
cock (7 Years old), 3623 Sixth Street, So., Arlington, Virginia, 
to appear before the Judge of our Circuit Court of the County 
of Arlington .at the C011rt House thereof, on the 6th day· of 
April, 1953, at 10:00 o'clock a. m., to testify and the truth to 
say on behalf of the plaintiff in a certain matter of controversy 
in our said Court before the said Judge depending and un-
determined between Mary L. Crist, plaintiff, and Washington, 
Virginia & Maryland Coach Company, Inc., a Corporation, de-
fendant. And have then there this writ, . 
Witness, H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Court House, the 26th day of March, 1953, and in the 177th 
year of the Commonwealth. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 




Executed in Arlington County, Virginia, on the 27 day of 
Mar., 1953, by going to the usual place of abode of Carolyn 
Hitchcock and not :finding here there, I delivered a true copy 
of the witl1in process to Catherine Hitchcock, a member of her 
16 Snp:reme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
family over sixteen years of age, at her usual place of abode 
and gave information of its purport to her. 
Time 1 :55 A. M. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff of Arlington County, Va .. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Mar. 30, 1953. 
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H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk. 
• (I 
Filed Cfrcuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Mar. 31, 1953 .. 
lI. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk. 
PRAEOIPE. 
To: Hon. H. Bruce G;reen, Clerk of the above-named 
Court: 
PLEASE ISSUE subpoenas against the following· witnesses 
1·equiring them to attend the trial of the above-entitled case 
now set for 10:00 a. m. on Monday, April 6, 1953, to testify 
on behalf of the defendant: · 
1. Conway Vernon, Box 286, Vienna, Virginia. 
2. Elizabeth Kurtz, Arlington, Virginia. 
5. Dr. Roy Nicholson, 3126 Columbia Pike, Arlington, Vir-
ginia. 
6. Dr. Allen M. Ferry, Anderson Clinic, S. 25th Street and 
Army-Navy Drive, Arlington, Virginia. 
7. Dr. 0. Anderson Engh, Anderson Clinic, S. 25th Street 
and Army-Navy Drive, Arlington, Virginia. 
8. Dr. Alfred E. Jackson, 887 N. Kentucky Street, Arling-
ton, Virginia. 
ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
Counsel for Defendant 
505 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
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pa.ge 39 ~ Rec'd. $heriff's Office, Arl. Co., V~r, Mar. a1, '?a, 
12:54 P. M. -
The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the County of Arlin~ton, Greetings: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon Dr. Roy Nichol-
son, Pr. 0. Anderson Engh, Elizabeth Kurtz, Dr. Allen M. 
Werry and Dr . .Alfred E. Jackson to appear before the Judge 
of our Circuit Court of the County of Arlingt<;m at the Cou:rt 
House thereof, on the 6th day of April, 1953, at 10:00 o?clook 
a. m., to testify and the truth to say on behalf of the Defencl-
ant in a certain matter of controversy in our said Court before 
the said Judge depending and undetermined between Mary L. 
Crist, plaintiff, and ·vv ashington, Virg-inia and Maryland 
Coach Co. Inc., defendant. Aud have then there this writ. 
"\Vitness, H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Court House, the 31st day of March, 1953, and in the 177th 
year of the Commonwealth. 
I I 
I{! BUiUOE GR~:mN, Clerk 
By RACHEL H. WIH~E 
Deputy Clerk. 
(on back) 
SUBPOENA FOR WITNESS. 
Mary L. Ori~t 
v. 
Washington, Virginia & Md. Coach Co~ Inc. 
Law #3836 
Arlington Circuit Court, the 6th day of April, 1953. 
Executed in Arlington Cqunty, Virgini;l, Of! tp~ 3l p~y of 
March, 1953, by going to tlie usu~l plpce of ~bqd~ of El~~b~tb 
Kurtz and not finding l1er there, I ~leliverec.l a trn~ copy 9f the 
within process to Julius J{urtz, a member of her family over 
18 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
sixteen years· of age, at her usual place of abode and gave in-
formation of its purport to him. 
Time 2 :30 P. M. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff of Arlington County, Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy .Sheriff. 
Executed in Arlington County, Virginia, this 31 day of 
March, 1953, by posting a true copy of the within process on 
the front door of the usual place of abode of Dr. Alfred Jack-
son; he or no member of his family over sixteen years of age, 
being found there. 
Given under my hand this 31 day of March, 1953. 
Time 2 :15 P. M. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff of Arlington County, Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff. 
Credited to Sheriff's Account $3.25. 
Date 3/31/53. 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Mar. 31, 1953. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk. 
Executed this 1 day of April, 1953, by serving a true copy 
of the within process on Dr. Roy Nicholson in person, in Ar-
lington County, Virginia. 
Given under my hand this 1 clay of April, 1953. 
Time 11 :10 A. M:. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff, Ari. Co., Va. 
By A. LEWIS, Deputy Sheriff. 
Executed in Arlington County, Virginia, the within process 
by going to the usual place of business or employment, during 
business hours, of Dr. Allen M. Ferry, Dr. 0. Anderson Engh, 
and not finding them there, I delivered a true copy the;i.·eof and 
gave information of its purport to E. Watson, Sec.; the person 
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found there in charg·e of such business or place of employment. 
Given under my hand this the 1 day of ... t\.pril, 1953. 
Time 11 :10 A. M.. 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff of Arlington County, Va.. 
By A .. LEWIS, Deputy Sheriff .. 
page 42} 
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Filed Circuit Court, Arlh1gton County, Va., Mar. 31, 1953 .. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk. 
By R. H. ,¥HITE., Deputy Clerk. 
AFFIDAVIT. 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 
City of .Alexandria, to-wit-: 
.Armistead L. Boothe, being first duly sworn, deposes and 
says that he is counsel of record for the defendant in the 
above-entitled cause; that there ar~ certain hospital records 
in the possession of J. J . .Anderson, Administrator of the Ar-
lington Hospital, Arlington, Virginia, who is not a party to 
the matter in controversy, which said records are the records 
dealing with the admission, history, treatment, diagnoses, etc·., 
of Mary L. Crist, plaintiff in this cas.e,. during the period from 
December 22, 1950, to date, inclusive, which records -are ma-
terial and proper to be produc·ed before this Court in connec-
tion with the trial of this case, now set for Monday, April 6, 
1953. 
.ARMISTEAD- L. BOOTHE. 
Subscribed and sworn to beiore me in my City afore said 
this 30th day of March, 1953. · 
My Commission expires February 26, 1955. 






Hon. H. Bruce Green, Clerk of the above-named Corrrt: 
It appearing by affidavit that the f'ollowing. mentioned 
records are in the possession of a person not a party to this: 
srrit,. which records are material and proper to be produced 
before the Court; 
It is ADJUDGED and ORDERED that tI1e Clerk of this 
Gourt do forthwith issue a 811,bpoena Duces Teaitm directing 
the proper Q{ficer to compel J. J. Anderson, Administrator of' 
th~ Arlington Hospital, Arlington, Virginia,. or his duly au-
thorized deputy, to· appear at the trial of the above-entitled 
case now set for Monday, .A,pril 6, 1953, at 10 :00 a .. m., and to• 
prodrrce all Arlington Hospital records dealing with the ad-
mission, history, treatment, diagnoaes, etc., of the pJ~i11;ti-tf 1 
Mary L. Crist, during the period :from :O~cem.:beF 22 1950, to 
date .. 
WILLIAM D. MEDLEY 
J uqg:e of the· dircµit Cpurt of' 
.l\rli11gto11 County, Virginia. 
A.Rl\HSTEAD L~ BOOTHE, p. d. 
pag·e 44 ~ R~~'d. Sheriff"s Qf:Jjce, 1\.rl. Co., Va., Mar. 31, 
'53, 3 :20 P. M .. 
CommonwealtI1 of Virginia,. 
Coimty of 1\.rlingif.JP: 
to the Sheriff of said County~Gre.etin~y~ 
We command you in tlle name of t}le Comrn011w~alth of Vh"'-
ginia that you summon J. J. Anderson) Administrator of the 
Arlingt911 HospjtaJ, ,Arijngion, Virgima, or his duly author-
izeq geputy, to ;:tppear before our Circuit Court of Arlington 
County, at the Courthous·e thereof, on the Sixth day of April, 
1953, at 10 :00 A. M., to produce before our said Court those 
Mary L. Crist v. Wash., Va. & Md. Coach Co., Inc. 21 
certain writings, to-wit: all Arlington Hospital records deal-
ing- with the admission, history, treatment, diag11oses, etc., of 
the Plaintiff, Mary L. Crist, during the period from December 
22, 1950, to date: and then and there to testify, and the truth 
to say on behalf of Washington, Virg'inia and Maryland Coach 
Company, Inc., a Corporation in a certain matter of contro-
versy in our said Court now pending and undetermined, 
wherein Mary L. Crist is Plaintiff and Washington, Virginia 
and Maryland Coach Company, Inc., a corporation is def enQ-
ant. And have then and th,ere this writ and make return how 
you have executed the same. 
·witness H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court at the 
Courthouse thereof, in the County and State aforesaid, the 
Thirty-first day of March, 1953 and in the 177th year of the 
Commonwealth. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By VIRGINIA C. LONG 
Deputy Clerk. 
Executed this 1 day of April, 1953, by serving a true copy 
of the ,vithin process on J. J. Anderson, Administrator Ar- · 
lingfon Hosp., in person, in Arling·t9n County, Virgi.nia. 
Given under my hand this 1 day of April, 1953. 
• Time 10 :25 A. l\L 
CARL TAYLOR 
Sheriff, Arl. Co., Va. 
By T. W. FREDERICK 
Deputy Sheriff. 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Apr. 1, 1953. 
• • 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk . 
• • • 
page 48 ~ The Commonwealth of Virgfoia, 
To the Sergeant of tl1c City of Richmond, Greetings: 
\VE COMMAND YOU, That you summon Dr. John Mere-
dith, 1200 E. Broad Street, Richmond, Va., to appear before 
the J uclge of our Circuit Court of the County of Arlington at 
the Court House thereof, on the 28th day of May, 1953, at 10 :00 
22 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
() 'clock A. M., to testify and the truth to say on behalf of the 
Plaintiff in a certain matter of controversy in our· said Court 
before the said Judge depending and undetermined between 
Mary L. Crist, plaintiff, and Washington, Virginia and Mary-
land Coach Company, a Corporation, defendant. And ·have 
then there this writ, 
· Witness, H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Court House, the 6th day of April, 1953, and in the 177th year 
of the Commonwealth. 
j • 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By VIRGINIA C. LONG 
Deputy Clerk. 
(on back) 
SUBPOENA FOR WITNESS 
Mary L. Crist 
v. 
W ashingtou, Virginia & Maryland Coach Co., etc. 
#3836 
Arlington Circuit Court, the 28th day of May, 1953. 
Executed in the City of Richmond, Virginia, this 7 day of 
April, 1953, by delivering a true copy of the within Summons 
in writing to Dr. John Meredith in person. 
FRANK A. CA VEDO 
Sergeant City of Richmond, Va. 
By .......................... . 
Deputy Serg·eant. 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va.;Apr. 8, 1953. 
• • 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk . 
• • • 
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page 50 ~ Rec'd. Sheriff's Office, Arl. Co., Va., Apr. 6,. '53, 
10:58 A. M. 
The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Sheriff of the County of .Arlington, Greetings: 
WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon ]?r. Hugo Rizzoli, 
Dr. Irvin Hantman to appear before the Judge of our Circuit 
Court of the County of Arlington at the Court House- thereof, 
on the 6th day of April, 1953, at 10 o'clock a. m., to testify and 
the truth to say on behalf of the Defendant in a certain rµatter 
of controvei:sy in our said Court before the said Judge de-
pending and undetermined between Mary L. Crist, plaintiff, 
and Washington, Virginia, Maryland Coach Company,. de-
fendant. And have then there this writ, 
Witness, H. Bruce Green, Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Court House, the 6th the day of April., 1953., and in the 177th . 
year of the Commonwealth. 
I I 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By VIRGINIA C. LONG 
Deputy Clerk. 
(on back) 
SUBPOENA FOR WITNESS U 
Mary L. Crist 
v. 
W. V. & Md. Coach Co. 
Law #3836 
Arlington Circuit Court · the 6th day of April 1953. 
Not found in my bailiwick. Given under my hand this· 6 day 
of April, 1953. 
Time .... M. 
C. TAYLOR, 
By 
Sheriff, Arl. Co., Va. 
Deputy Sheriff .. 
24 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Credited to Sheriff's Account $1.50. 
Date 4/6/53. 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County,. Va., Apr. 7,. 1953 .. 
• 
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H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By y. LONG, Deputy Clerk . 
• • • 
e • • 
Recorded in Common Law Order Book No. 35,. Page No .. 47 4 
on 4/6/1953. 
THIS DAY came the plaintiff, in her own proper person,. 
and the d~f~ndant by its counsel, Armistead L. Boothe. 
WHEREUPON came a panel of thirteen, which was sworn 
on its voir dire and found free from exception, and from which 
panel each side struck three. 
THEREUPON came a jury of seven, composed of the fol-
lowing named persons, to-wit: Lullah K. Fuller, James Stuart 
Fixx, June W. Glover, Blanche W. Hang·er, Hugh T. Ladd, 
Roger C. Barker and Bernice Holt, which was sworn as the 
law directs as a jury for the trial of this case. 
WHEREUPON the witnesses in this case were called and 
it appearing to the plaintiff that a certain witness on her be-
half was not present, and 
WHEREUPON it appearing to the Court, by representation 
of the plaintiff, that said witne·ss was a material witness for 
the plaintiff, and 
WHEREUPON the Court having inquired whether or not 
the plaintiff desired to have a continuance of said case until 
such time as said witness could be summoned to be present, 
and to which the plaintiff answered in the affirmative . 
. THEREUPON the jury was discharged from further con-
sideration of this case which is continued to May 28, 1953. 
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BE IT REMEMBERED that the following named persons, 
to-wit: Conway Vernon, Elizabeth B. Kurtz, Ethel I. Oliff, 
Carolyn M. Hitchcock, Lutrelle Cassity, Raymond Schwartz, 
Frank P. Scott, Jr., Leonard T. Peterson and I-I. G. Hadley 
appeared and were recognized by the Court to return on the 
date to which this case is continued. 
WILLIAl\I D. MEDLEY, Judge. 
* ... 
pag.e 56 ~ RETURN ON SERVICE OF WRIT. 
United States of America, 
District of Columbia, ss: 
Re: :Mary L. Crist v. Washington, Virginia & Maryland 
Coach Co., Inc.-La w No. 3836. 
I hcrebv certifv and return that I served the annexed sub-
poena (Writ) on the therein-named Dr. Henry G. Hadley (In-
dividual, company, corporation, etc.) by leaving a true and 
correct copy thereof at his office (Individual or agent of com-
pany, corporation, etc.) at 1252 Sixth Street, S. W. (Address 
-Street number, apartment number, rural route, etc.) at 
Washington, D. C. (City) (State) in the said District at 1:45 
p. m., on the 23rd duy of April, 1953. 
Mileg·e... . . . . . . . . · 
Milage .......... . 
N. BRUCE MELTON 
United States Marshall 
By WM. 0. COLLINS, Deputy. 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Apr. 30, 1953~ 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. WHITE, Deputy Cler:tr. 
page 57. ~ 
2·6 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
PRAEOIPE. 
To: Hon. H. Bruce Green, ·Clerk of the above-named Court: 
· PLEASE ISSUE subpoenas against the following witnesses 
requiring them to attend the trial of -the above-entitled case 
now set for 10:00 a. m., Eastern Daylight Savings Time, on 
Thursday, May 28, 1953, to testify on behalf of the defendant: 
1. Dr. Hugo V. Rizzoli, 1150 Connecticut Avenue; N. W., 
Washington, D. C. . 
. 2. Dr. Irvin Hantman, 702 Farragut Medical Building, 
Washington, D. C. 
3. Dr. Daniel Bruce Moffett, 1150 Connecticut A venue, 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 
0. K. 5/26/53. 
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• 
BOOTHE DUDLEY KOONTZ & 
BOOTHE 
By ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
Counsel for Defendant 
505 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia. . 
• • • 
• • • • 
MOTION FOR 'NEW TRIAL. 
COMES NOW Mary L. Crist, the plaintiff in the above en-
titled cause, by her counsel, and moves the Court to vacate and 
set aside the verdict of the jury rendered in said cause, and 
to award a new trial therein upon the following grounds : 
· 1. The said verdict is contrary to the evidence. 
2. The said finding is contrary to the weight of the evidence. 
3. The said finding is based on facts which does not include 
the testimony of material witnesses on behalf of the plaintiff, 
who were duly summoned but who did not appear to testify. 
4. The Court erred in ruling· on the admissibility of evi-
dence. 
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5. The Court erred in instructing the jury. 
MARY L. CRIST, Plaintiff 
By ALBERT H. GRENADIER 
Of Counsel 
ALVIN L. NEWMYER, JR. 
100115th Street, N. W. 
Wa-shington, D. C .. 
ALBERT H. GRENADIER 
124-126 .South Royal Street 
.Alexandria, Virginia 
Counsel for Plaintiff. 
Let this be filed. 
6/19/53. 
· page 67} 
W. T: McCARTHY:, Judge.. 
• • 
Recorded in Common Law Order Book No. 37, Page No. 89 
no 11/23/1953. 
ORDER. 
THIS CASE cam~ on to be argued before the Court on 
Tuesday, July 28, 1953, upon motion made by the plaintiff to 
vacate and set aside the verdict of the jury and to award a new 
trial, and was argued by counsel; 
Whereupon, the Court took the matter under advis~ment 
and set it for further hearing on October 19, 1953, and at that 
time continued the case and set it for further hearing upon the 
pending- motion and arguments on November 6, 1953; 
And on November 6, 1953, the plaintiff appearing in person 
and by Alvin L. Newmyer, Jr., her attorney, and the defend-
ant appearing· by its counsel, Armistead L. Boothe, Esquire, 
the Court did direct certain questions to counsel as follows:· 
The Court asked the plaintiff's counsel to consider the tran-
script of· testimony taken at the trial of this case on May 28 
28 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
a:nd 29, 1953, and. asked him to state his opinion, based upon 
. that transcript, of the minimum and maximum ver-
page 68 } diet the ju_ry could have rendered ta the platntiff 
if' in fact it had brougI1t in a plaintiff ,.s verdictw 
Plaintiff's counsel replied that in Jiis opinion plaintiff would 
have been entitled to a verdict ranging from $3,500.00 up to· 
$20,000.00 and that if some available evidence such as doctor's 
reports which were not admitted in evidence and therefore-
not in the transcript had been admitted, that the plaintiff 
would have been entitled to a verdict of $20,000.00. 
The Court then directed similar questions to counsel for the· 
defendant who replied that based on the transcript he felt the' 
plaintiff might have been entitled to a verdict of from $1,000.00 
to $51000.00 but no more . 
.After discussion between Court and counsel, it was agreed 
that the Court under tI1e law of Virginia might do one of sev-
eral things i~ this case, although defense counsel continued 
to object and except to the propriety of the Court 1s setting 
aside the verdict in this case: 
I. Mig·ht deny the motion for a new trial ; 
2. Might grant tbe motion for a new trial and order a new 
trial on all of the issues ; 
3. Mig·ht grant the motion for a new trial and order a new 
trial on the issue of damages alone ; 
4. Might put die defendant on terms by indicating that the 
Court would grant a new trial on one or more of tbe issues un-
less the defendant agreed to pay to the plaintiff a sum speci-
fied by the Court ; 
5. l\fig·ht set aside the verdict and enter up final judgment 
for the plaintiff for a sum of money determined by the Court 
as representing fair and just damages in the case. 
THEREUPON, the Court stated that it would put the de-
fendant on terms to pay to the plaintiff the sum of $6,000.00 or 
to accept a new trial on one or more of the issues involved. 
The defendant by counsel accepted tI1e terms of the Court but 
excepted to the Court's action in determining to 
page 69 ~ set aside the verdict. 
WHEREUPON, it is ADJUDGED and ORDERED that the 
verdict rendered by t~e jury in. this case on May 29, 1953, be,. 
and tbe same hereby 1s, set aside and vacated and that final 
judgment for the plaintiff be, and the same hereby is, entered 
in the sum of $6,000.00; to which action of the Court in setting· 
aside the verdict the defendant by· counsel excep~s, and to 
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which action of the Court in entering final judgment for $6,,.. 
000.00, the plaintiff by counsel excepts. 
page 70 ~ 
* * 
vVALTER T. McCARTHY 
Judge of the Circuit Court of 
Arlington County, Virginia . 
• • 
• 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Dec. 1, 1953. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk . 
. A.NS"TER TO ORDER, NOVEMB~R 23, 1953. 
Answer to order date 23 November, 1953, ·plaintiff, :Mary L. 
Crist, law case No. 3836, begs this Honorable Court to allow 
me my Constitutional rights by granting me a new trial. 
1. This Honorable Court knew that my Doctor Henry G. 
H~dley, who had been treating me for ruptured discs in spine 
since December, 1951 to May, 1953, would not testify for me 
on May 28, 29, trial 1953. I bad U. S. Marshall to subpoena 
him. This Honorable Court kept this information from me 
until after trial started than Honorable Judge McCarthy 
handed me a letter from Dr. Hadley which was addressed to 
Judge McCarthy. I did not get a copy. I was ignorant of 
facts. 
2. If this Honorable Con rt thought I was in titled to $6,-
000.00 on November 6, 1953, why clidn 't this Honorable Court 
grant that sum when I was representing myself on May 28, 29, 
1953? · · 
I declare due to whiplash injuries, also ruptured discs, two 
in back, one in neck nncl injured left hip, I have been in agony 
since June, 1951. I have been- unable to wn lk only a little in-
side of. home due to above injuries. I am H semi-invalid, in 
bed on hard mattress, up long enough to wnit on myself with a 
struggle. I am unable to stand any jarin.g of body, cannot 
ride in a car, 011ly g·o to Court House to protect my 
page 71 ~ interest. 
I pray that this Honorable Court will grant me 
30 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
a new trial in Arlington County Courts. Instead of me ap-· 
pealing this cause to a higher Court for which I shall. 
I will not accept the $6,000.00 due to total disability and 
agony rest of my life time. 
,. 3. If this court has denied me a new trial and won't grant 
me a new trial and knows every witness lied under oath, on 
May 28, 1953, trial case No. 3836 and won't prosecute them I 
shall charg·e them myself with perjury. 
I am asking only for my constitutional rights for a new Jury 
Trial which is neither lost or won on prejudice. 
Mailed this date November 25, 1953. 
• • 
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• 
MARY L. CRIST 
Representin~; self . 
• • 
• • 
Recorded in Common Law Book No. 37, Page No. 323 on 
1/11/1954. 
ORDER. 
The plaintiff in·tbe above-entitled case having indicated her 
intention to present to the Supreme Cou_rt of Appeals of Vir-
ginia a Petition for a Writ of Error from a certain judgment 
entered in this case by this Court on November 23, 1953; and 
the defendant having indicated its intention of filing a Cross 
Appeal and Assignments of Cross Error; 
It is DECREED that execution of the aforesaid Order be, 
and the same hereby is, suspended for a period of one hundred 
twenty (120) days from November 23, 1953, provided the de-
fendant, or someone for it, shall give or file a bond in the 
Clerk's Office of this Court in the penalty of Seventy-five Hun-
dred Dollars ($7,500.00) and conditioned according to the pro-
visions of the law of Virginia. 
• • 
WALTER T. McCARTHY 
Judge of the Circuit Court of 
Arlington County, Virginia . 
• • 
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Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jan. 13~ 1954 .. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By F. WOODYARD 
Deputy Clerk .. 
NOTICE OF .APPEAL AND ASSIGNMENT OF ERROR. 
To the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Arlington County: 
Counsel for Mary L. Crist, Plaintiff, .in the.above-styled 
case, in the above-styled Co_urt, hereby gives notice of appeal 
from the order entered in this case on November 2~ 1953, and 
sets forth the following assig·nment of error: 
1. The Court erred in refusing to grant a new trial, lim1ted 
solely to the quantum of damag-es. 
2. The Court erred in refusing to grant a. new trial, hence 
denying the Plaintiff the right to have a jury determine the 
amount of damages. 
3. The Court erred in determining the damages in that said 
amount was arbitrarilv ar-rived at and said amount was inade-
quate and insufficient wand not based upon the evidence as of-
fered on behalf of the Plaintiff .. 
MARY L. CRIST 
By ROBERT A. McGINNIS 
Counsel. 
. McGINNIS AND TYMOFF 
· By ROBERT A. McGINNIS 
Counsel for Plaintiff. 
This is to certify thn.t we McGinnis and Tymoff, Couneel 
of Record for Mary L .. Crist, Plaintiff, have this 13th day of 
January, 1954, mailed, by registered mail, a true copy of this 
Notice of Appeal and Assignment of Error to Armistead L. 
Booth, Counsel of Record for the Defendant. 
Given under my hand this 13th day of January. 1954. 
McGINNIS .AND TYMOFF 
By ROBERT A. McGINNIS 
Counsel for Plaintiff. 
32 Supreme Court· of Appears of Virginia. 
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Filed Circuit Court Arlingion County,. Va:., Jan. 19, 1954 .. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. WHITE, Deputy Clerk .. 
ASSIGNMENTS OF CROSS-ERROR. 
To the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Arlington County: 
Counsel for the defendant in the above-entitled case hereby 
sets forth the· .following assignments of cross-error: 
1. The Court erred in setting aside the verdict for the de-
fendant rehrrned by the jury at the trial of tbis case, since such 
verdict was supported by the evidence. 
2. The Court en-ed in refusing to enter judgment for the de-
fendant based on the verdict returned by the jury at the ·trial, 
since such verdict was supported by the evidence and since 
judgment should have been entered thereon. 
3. The Court erred in entering judgment for the plaintiff 
in this case in any sum whatsoever since the plaintiff was en-
titled to no judgment once the jury had found in behalf of the 
defendant. 
page 78 ~ 4. The Court erred in failing· to deny plaintiff's 
motion to set aside the verdict and in failing to 
enter judgment on the verdict. 
BOOTHE,DUDLEY,.KOONTZ& 
BOOTHE 
By ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
Counsel for Defendant,. 
505 King Street, · 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
CERTIFICATE. 
The foregoing Assignments of Error were served upon the 
plaintiff by mailing a copy thereof to Robert A. McGinnis, her 
counsel of record, at 2024 Sixteenth Street, North (Radio 
Mary L. Crist v. ·wash., Va. & Md. Coach Co., Inc. 3-3 
Building), Arlington, Virginia, all 011 this 18th day of Jan-
uary, 1954. 
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BOOTI-IBJ, DUDLEY, KOONTZ & 
BOOTHE 
By ARMISTEAD L. BOOTHE 
Counsel for Defendant, 
505 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
• • • 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jan. 19, 1954. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By R. H. WHITE, Deputy Clerk. 
December 31, 1953 
To ·whom It May Concem: 
Re: Mrs. Mary L. Crist 
3701-6tli St. So. 
Arlingfon, Va. 
The above named patient Mrs. Mary L. Crist has been un-
der my professional care for treatment of a back injury since 
December 27, 1951. The initial visit was made at the patient'l;1 
home. Patient as brought in hospital December 28th through 
December 30, 1951. At this time a cast was applied. The fol-
lowing dates· patient was treated in the office: January 6, 9, 
13, 15, 20, 23, 27, 30, 1952. :U,ebruary 3, 6, 10, 14, 17, 19, 21, 
24, 26, 29, l\Iarch 2, 16, 20, 26, 28, 30. April 1, 7, 9, 11, 12, 22, 
27, 29, May 4, 7, 9, 12, 28, June 4, 9, 15, 19, 22, 30, July 1, 2, 
6, 13,15, 17,24,1952. 
Patient was hospitalized August 1st to August 20th in Had· 
ley :Memorial Hospital. House calls were made July 29, Octo-
ber :3, 195·:2 and January 17, 1953. : 
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Personally appearing, Henry G. Hadley, made oath that the 
foregoing statement, by him subscribed, is in all respects· cor-
rect and true. 
Dated at Washington, D. C., this 1st day of Jan., 1954. 
(Seal) 
• . • 
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CARRIE M. STARBVID 
Signature of officer 
Official title 
Notary Public D. C. 
• • • 
• • • 
Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County, Va., Jan. 22, 1954. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG; Deputy Clerk. 
Received Jan. 18, 1954, Washington Cl. Dept. 
BOND. 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That we, 
WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND COACH 
COMP ANY, INC., a corporation, as PRINCIPAL, and THE 
TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMP ANY, a corporation, as 
Surety, are held and firmly bound unto MAR.Y L. CRIST in 
the sum of Seventy-five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00), to the 
payment whereof well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves 
and each of us, our heirs, distributees, personal representa-
tives, s~ccessors and assigns, jointly and severally, firmly by 
these presents. And we hereby waive the benefit of our ex-
emptions ;;ts to this obligation. 
The ·condition of the above obligation is such that whereas 
in the above-entitled case pencliµg in the above-named Court, 
·a jury verdict for the defendant was returned on or about 
May 28, 1953, but a judgment order was entered by the Court 
on the 23rd day of November, 1953, setting aside the verdict 
and entering judgment for the plaintiff in the sum of Six 
Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00), to which action of the Court the 
defendant by counsel excepted; and whereas, on 
pag~ 80 ~ the 11th clay of January, 1954, the Court having· 
been apprised of the intention of the plaintiff to 
petition for a writ of error from the order of November 23, 
1953, and of the intention of the defendant to file a cross ap-
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veal and assig·nments of cross error, he did enter an order at 
the instance of the defendant suspending execution of the said 
order entered on November 23, 1953, for a period of one hun-
dred twenty (120) days therefrom, upon t11e said defendant, 
or someone for·it, giving bond before the Clerk of said Court 
in the penalty of Seventy-five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00), 
,conditioned to law and with approved surety; and 
,vhereas, it is the intention of the defe.nda1:rt to present a 
Cross Appeal and to file Assignments of Cross Error and to 
· apply for supersedeas from tbe order entered by the Court on 
November 23, 1953; · 
NOW, THEREFORE, if the said defendant, ''{ashington, 
Virginia and ·1VIaryland Coach Company, Irie., shall pay all 
such damages as may accrue to any person by reason of the 
said suspension in case a Cross Appeal and sup,ersedeas to the 
said order be not petitioned for within the time allowed by 
law, and if so petitioned for shall not be allowed and be effec-
tual, and shall perform and satisfy the said order in ease such 
order is affirmed, or the appeal and supersedeas be dismissed, 
and shall also pay all damages, costs and fees which may be 
awarded against or incurred by the cross-appellants in the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia and all actual damages 
incurred in consequence of the s1tpersedeas, then this obliga-
tion shall be void but otherwise shall remain in full force and 
effect. 




WASHINGTON, VIRGINIA AND MARY-
LAND COACH COMP ANY, INC. 
By BERN.ARD vVAHLE 
Executive Vice-President. 
. THE TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COM-
P ANY 
By "'WILLIARD W. BECKER 
Signed, sealed and acknowledged by each of the above-
named obligors before me in my Celrk ,s Office this . . . . day 
of ............ , 1954. 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
.Arlington Countyt Virginia. 
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I certify that on Jan. 22, 1954, I mailed a true copy of tI1e 
foregoing pleading to each counsel of record for the plaintiff .. 
W .. W. KOONTZ, p. dr 
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Filed Circuit Court, Arlington County1 Va., Jan. 28, 1954 .. 
H. BRUCE GREEN, Clerk 
By V. LONG, Deputy Clerk. 
DESIGNATION OF RECORD. 
The Clerk wHJ prepare the record in the above entitled 
cause and inolad~ therein the following: 
1. Motion for Judgment, December 18, 1951; 
2. Answer of the Defendant, January 5, 1952; 
3. Plaintiff 1s Motion filed January 11, 1952; 
4. Motion to File Amended Answer1 February 1, 1952; 
5. Amended Answer, March 3, 1952; 
6. Particulars of Paragraph 6 of Amended Answer, March 
5, 1952; 
7. Petition of Homer Randolph Thomas, July 15, 1952-; 
8. Order, September 5, 1952; 
9. Order, January 29, 1953; 
10. Pretrial Order, of pretrial February 20, 1953; 
11. Subpoena dated March 3, 1953 (Mrs. Elizabeth Kurtz1 
Mrs. Ethel I. Oliff and Dr. Raymond Schwartz); 
12. Subpoena dated March 26, 1953 ( Carolyn Hitchcock, 7 
years old) ; · 
13. Affidavit dated l\farcl1 30, 1953, filed March 31, 1953; 
14. Praecipe marked Marcl1 31, 1953; 
15. Subpoena dated March 31, 1953 (Dr. Ray Nicholson, Dr .. · 
0. Anderson Engh, Elizabeth Kurtz, Dr. Allen l\L Ferry 
and Dr. Alfred E. Jackson); 
page 83 ~ 16. Order, March 31, 1953 (Subpoena Ditces 
Tec'ltm); 
17. Subpoena ditces tecitm filed April 1, 1953, subpoena of J. J~ 
Anderson and records; 
18. Order signed by Judge ·wmiaru D. Medley, dated April 6,. 
1953; 
19. Subpoena dated April 6, 1953 (Dr. Hugo Rizzoli, Dr. Irvin 
Hantman) ; , 
20. Subpoena, datecl April 6, 1953 (Dr. John Meridith); 
21. Return of Service of Writ, April 30, 1953, United States 
of America, District of Colwnbia; 
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22. Pra.ecive filed by Boothe, Dudley, Koontz & Booth, May 
26, 1953; _ . 
23. Motion for a New Trial, June 17, 1953; 
24. Order, dated November 23, 1953; 
25. "Answer to Order, November 23, 1953" filed by Mary L. 
· Crist, representing self, December 1, 1953; 
26. Notice of Appeal and Assignment of Error, January 13, 
1954; 
27. Order, dated January 11, 1954; 
28. Statement of Dr. Henry G. Hadley, M. D., December 31, 
1953; 
29. Assignment of Cross Error, January 19, 1954; 
30. Bond, January 22, 19-54; 
31. This Desig·nation of Record; 
The following excerpts from the Transcripts: 
32. A to A, pages 15-17 ; 
33. B to B, pages 19-23; 
34. 0 to C, pages 23-52 ; 
35. D to D, pages 53-54; 
36. E to E, pages 55-91 ; 
37. F to F, pages 93-110; 
38. G to G, pages 110-150; 
39. H to H, pages 175-181; 
40. I to I, pages 186-189; 
page 84 ~ 41. J to ,J, pag·es 190-191; 
42. K to K, pages 194-197; 
The following exhibits: 
43. Exhibit No. 1 ; 
44. Exhibit No. 2; 
45. Exhibit No. 3; 
46. Exhibit No. 4; 
47. Exhibit No. 5; 
48. Exhibit Ko. 6; 
49. Exhibit Ko. 7; 
50. Exhibit No. 8. 
i. 
McGINNIS AND TYMOFF 
By ROBERT A. McGINNIS 
Oom1sel for Plaintiff. 
This is to certify that 011 this 28th day of January, 1954, I 
did mail a true copy of this pleading· to Counsel of record for 
the Defendant. 
ROBERT A. :McGINNIS . 
• • • 
38 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
page 15 ~ 
• • • • • 
Arlington, Virginia 
Thursday, May 28, 1953 
Hearing in the above-entitled cause was resumed before the 
Honorable Walter T. McCarthy, Judge of the Circuit Court 
o'f Arlington County, Virginia, and a jury, commencing at 1 
10 :00 o'clock a. m. 
Present: Mary L. Crist, in her own behalf; 
Armistead L. Boothe, Esq., in bel1alf of the Defendant. 
PROCEEDINGS. 
The Court: Who are your witnesses? Let me see the list. 
Carolyn Hitchcock. There is a doctor's certificate here say-
ing that the child should not be broug·ht to Court because it 
would affect her health. She is not here. I do not see the 
summons here for Dr. Schwartz. Who summonsed 
page 16 } Dr. Schwartz? Mrs. Crist, Dr. Schwartz just called 
in the office, so I am informed-I did not talk to 
him-and he is available when you want him to testify, and 
we have agreed to give him notice until that time. As to these 
other doctors, Dr. Meredith and Dr. Hadley, they are not here. 
Insofar as Dr. Hadley is concerned, of course, we do not have 
any power to make him come here because he is a non-resident. 
As to Dr. Meredith, I do not know any more about whether 
he is coming than you do. You have seen the letter here. It 
may be possible that there is an hou.r's differential in time be-
tween Richmond and Arlington, and sometimes they g·et mixed 
up. Are you ready to go to trial without them f 
Mrs. Crist: I cannot see the point, because I felt when any-
one was subpoenaed to Court, it was up to the Court to see 
that they are here. 
The Court: I will attend to my job. You make your own 
decision. Are you ready to go to trial Y 
Mrs. Crist: If I do not have a doctor to testify, where do 
I have a case 7 
The Court: I do not know. If you are not ready, we will 
wait and see wl1ether Dr. Meredith is corning. As far as Dr. 
Hadley is concerned, I cannot make him come because he is 
out of the state. 
Mrs. Crist: How about Carolyn Hitchcock¥ 
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The Court: She has a doctor's certificate say-
page 17 ~ ing it would injure her health to come here .. 
Mrs. Crist: It is injuring my health to come here, 
too. 
The Court: .And under the circumstanees, that being true, 
I cannot make her come here. I can allow you to take her 
deposition, if you want to do that. You would have to take 
it outside of Court. She is only seven years old, and the doc.: 
tor says she ought not to come here. If you want to see the 
certificate, here it is. 
I cannot tell you whether you ought to go to trial or not. 
That is a decision you will have to make. If you want to wait 
an hour, we will see if we can locate Dr. Meredith's office to 
:find out what the situation is. 
Suppose we go ahead and select the jury, and see how far 
we can go from that point. Are you ready? 
Mr. Boothe: Yes, sir. I might say, Your Honor, after the 
jury is selected, if the Plaintiff will tell us what she wants to 
prove by Carolyn Hitchcock, perhaps we can stipulate. 
The Court: .All right. 
• • • • • 
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Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, I just saw Mr. Hitchcock come in. 
Diel Carolyn come in with him? 
The Court: No. I g·uess that is 1Vfrs. Hitchcock. Carolyn 
did not come in with him. I did not see but one person. 
Mr. Boothe: I wonder if Your Honor would :find out what 
the Plaintiff wants to prove, and maybe we can stipulate. 
The Court: Tell them what you want to prove or what you 
think Carolyn will say, Mrs. Crist. 
·Mrs. Crist: She saw the bruises all over my 
page 20 ~ body right after the accident. 
Mr. Boothe: No objection. 
The Court: You will agree that Carolyn will testify she 
saw the bruises all over her body, if she were here f . 
Mr. Boothe: Well-
The Court: That is what she said. Of course, Carolyn was 
only :five years old, I think, at the time. She is seven now, and 
it happened in 1950. 
Mr. Boothe: When did Carolyn see these bruises f 
Mrs. Crist: She saw them on my back. 
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Mr. Boothe: Would you tell us where were the bruises tha:t 
she saw Y You said all over your body. 
Mrs. Crist: I think you should ask her that. 
Mr. Boothe: What I am trying to do is find out if you know 
what she will say. 
Mrs. Crist: I do not Imow what any witness is going to get 
up on the stand and say. I cannot vouch for what a witness 
is going· to g·o up there in that chair and say, can H 
Mr. Boothe: I thought probably you did know what Caro-
lyn would say, if you summonsed her. 
Mrs. Crist: I know wlmt she should say, but wI1at she will 
get up there and say-
]\fr. Boothe: What do you thinir she would sayt 
Mrs. Crist: She would say the ,vhole lower part of my 
spine, ·~cross there, was black and blue. She would 
page 21 ~ say my back. She would not call it S1.Jine, I know. 
Mr. Boothe: If her mother and father are here·, 
and they say that is so, I think we could stipulate that. 
The_ Court: I do not know whether they would say that or 
not. We can call them up and ask them. 
Mrs. Crist : Let them come up here so I can hear them. 
The Court: Mr. Hitchcock, come up here, please, sir. 
Mr. Boothe : I am counsel for the bus company, sir. Mrs. 
Crist summonsed your little girl who, I understand, the doctor 
does not think should come to Court. Do you know what the 
child could testify to about the bruises on Mrs. Crist's back? 
Mr. Hitchcock: She might be able to say that she saw them, 
but I doubt. if she would be able to say when she saw them. 
Mr. Boothe: Do yon know how extensive they were or 
where they were f 
Mr. Hitchcock: No. 
Mrs. Crist : He never comes to my house. Neither one of 
them do. How could they make a statement? They live next 
door, but they never come into my home. 
Mr. Boothe: Diel anyone else see the bruises besides Caro-
lyn Hitchcock¥ 
Mrs. Crist: No. 
Mr. Boothe: Did the doctors see them f 
Mrs. Crist : The doctors never took my clothes 
page 22 ~ off and never looked at me until May. 
Mr. Boothe: I will make a stipulation, if Caro-
lyn Hitchcock were here, she would testify she saw bruises on 
the lower part of the Plaintiff's back. 
The Court: She said all across the lower part of her back. 
Mr. Boothe: All right, sir. 
The Court: You will ag·ree Carolyn would testify she saw 
bruises all across the lower part of her back? 
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Mr. Boothe: If she were here. 
The Court: Is that satisfactory f 
:Mrs. Crist : Yes, sir. 
The Court: Mr. Boothe has agreed he will let you go to 
trial with the understanding that Dr. Meredith will be here 
before you finish up on your testimony, or else he will agree 
to let you have another trial after this trial is started. · Is that 
satisfactory 1 
:Mrs. Crist: Yes, sir. 
1\fr. Boothe: There is one other suggestion, Your Honor. 
I wonder if we could have the Clerk's office call Richmond and 
see if Dr. :Meredith l1as started. 
The Court: Would you rather have that done before you 
agree to it 1 
l\Ir. Boothe: I think, sir, obviously, if be is not comin~, 
there is no way in my agTeeing to it. If he is on his 
page 23 ~ way, I will agree to it. 
The Court: Suppose we recess long enough to 
find out about it. Mr. Green will take this letter around to 
.Miss Evans and have her call Dr. Mereditl1 's office and find 
out whether he has left for Arlington Comity or not. 
l\fr. Boothe: Yes, sir. 
• • • 
The Court: Mrs. Crist, the time has come for you to make 
an opening statement to the jury, as t~ what your theory of 
the case is, and what you expect to prove, and what you are 
supposed to do is to be in a position similar to that of an 
architect. Instead of building a building, instead of putting 
on your evidence, you are going to draw a plan so the jury can 
see what it is you are going to do later. 
You are not supposed to testify, now. Yon are only sup-
posed to tell them what you think you can prove by your own 
testimony, and what you can prove by your witnesses' testi-
mony. You give them a plan. of what your cnse is. Go ahead. 
1\'Irs. Crist: Do I start nowf 
The Court: Yes. Right now. 
Mrs. Crist: Honorable J ndge, ladies and gentlemen of the 
jury, I was in Washington, D. C., on or about December 22 of 
1950, shopping·. I got on a bus, No. 227, at J 0th and F Street, 
to go to my destination, which was Sixth and Glebe Road, 
South, in Arlington. 
page 24 ~ This bus, at Columbia Pike and "\"'Vashington 
Boulevard, at the Military Cemetery, made a turn, 
a right turn. It ran up on an island in the mi<ldle of the street. 
It knocked me off of my seat on the floor, with my feet sort 
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of underneath of me. It came down off of .the curb or the 
island and hit the curb on the right-hand side. 
The driver did not do anything for me. He never stopped 
the bus. I do believe I sat in the middle of the floor for five 
minutes. I could not move. I could not pull my legs out. I 
was just like I was paralyzed. No one helped me. A lady on 
the long front seat reached over and pulled my dress down. 
I was sitting on the rig·ht-hand seat facing the driver, and it 
threw me to the left. . . 
When I got to Columbia Pike-I me·au, whe1i I got to Glebe 
Road and Sixth Street, I could not move. I had terrible pains 
in the lower part of my back. There was no sleet. There was 
no ice. It had been snowing a little, which was a very wet 
snow, not much, at that. 
So when I got to Sixth and Glebe Road, South, to get off, 
like I said, I could not walk, so I told the driver, I said, "When 
you ran up on that island back there," I said, "you hurt me. 
I cannot walk.'' 
He says, '' Well, stay on the bus until I go to the end of the 
line,'' which at that time was behind Peoples Drugstore on 
Columbia Pike. I think they call it Walter Reed 
page 25 ~ Drive, now. It was Fillmore Street. · 
He said, '' I want you to write your name down 
here so I can turn it in to the bus company," which I did, on 
a little piece of paper about two inches by four inches, I would 
say. I also put the date. I asked him the date, and I put down 
there, I am pretty sure, the 22nd day of December, 1950, be-
tween the hours of 1 :00 and 1 :30 in the afternoon. 
When I got back to Sixth Street, ,,1hich he was on his return 
route going back to Washington, I finally pulled myself up 
and got off the bus. I had a terrible strup:gfo getting home~ 
I got into the house. The first thing I did when I got into the 
home, I called Dr. Nicholson. His wife answered the tele-
phone. 
She says right off of the bat, she says, "l\fary, you a:re not 
going to get us involved, because you will collect a lot of money 
off the bus company. Yon have to expect to be shook up. You 
are suffering from shock. Go to bed.'' 
I laid around. I felt terrible. The bus driver had notified 
me or told me that an investigator would be around to my 
home no later than 4 :00 o'clock that afternoon to get some in-
formation from me. Four-thirty came, and I lmd not received 
any word or anything from the bus company, so I called on 
the phone the bus company over here on Randolph Street, and 
I talked either to Mr. Lockl1art, I think his name is, or l\tir. 
Keeley at that time. 
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page 26 ~ They told me they had nothing to do with that, 
that I would have to get in touch with Travelers 
Insuranee, w·hich takes care of accidents. Naturally, being 
that time in the afternoon, I did not get hold of them, and I 
think it was maybe Tuesday, because Christmas, as far as I 
1·emember, came on Monday, and Saturdays nobody works. 
So I finally, then, g-ot them, and I told them, I said, did they 
report it, did the bus company report it, and Mr. Neese at 
Travelers-
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, may I reserve the· right to make 
objection later on? I do not want to interrupt Mrs. Crist. 
The Court: I will instruct them. Go ahead. 
Mrs. Crist: So Mr. Neese said, yes, they have reported it .. · 
I said, "I have called a doctor," and I said, "he has refused 
to do anything for me." I said. that I was. suffering from my 
back, and I said, '' W1mt shall I do? Don't you have a doctor 
I can go to?" 
Mr. Neese said, ''No, we do not have doctors.' You will have 
to find one for yourself.'' · 
So on Sunday, Dr. Nicholson came over to the house.. I 
said, "Doctor,'' I said, "I feel terrible. I know there is some-
thing seriously wrong with my back, because I have been such 
a strong person, I have never had anything like this before. 
It hurts terribly, all up to niy head." I said, "It 
pag-e 27 ~ is not a headache, and all over the lower part of 
my body and across my back,'' and I put my hand 
back there and showed him, and he said, '' Everybody that has 
been in an accident has those after effects,'' so on Wednesday, 
I went over to his office. 
I said, "Doctor, there is something seriously wrong with 
me. Maybe I have kidney trouble." 
So he took a specimen. He said, '' That is all right.'' He 
said, ''You have a bad back, and I will put you under heat 
treatment,'' and he did. I made five visits to Dr. Nicholson, 
and every time he put me under the heat. He did not at any 
time take my clothes .off and examine my back. 
So finally, I was getting worse, and I decided then that as 
he was not going to do anything for me, was not trying to help 
me, I certainly was going to do soniething else, so the first day 
of May, I decided that I was going to find a doctor in the Dis-
·trict, so I went to a Dr. Lent by random, and I think he hap-
pens to be a chest man. I did not know, because when you look 
in a telephone book, you never kno,1.r what a doctor is. They 
are all just statements, doctors, so I went to him. 
He examined me and found I was running a temperature, 
and so he examined my chest and my chest was all right, but I 
was running a temperature. 
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So then I came back home ancl Mr. Handy came out. TI1at 
is. one of the representatives of Travelers Insurance, and I 
had told Iiim that Dr. Nicholson had made a state-
page 28 ~ ment before that I should see Dr. Ferry, because 
he was a bono man. 
This Mr. Handy, when he heard that, said, "I want you to 
go to our doctor.'' I said, ''Mr. Handy, when I was first hurt,. 
I was told you had no doctor.'' 
1\fr~ Handy said, ''Yes, we have a good doctor. His name 
is Dr. Peterson. I want you to go to him.'' Well, I did. This 
was in May, 1951, that I went to Dr. Peterson. He did not 
half-way examine me. He told me, be ~ays, "You go down 
. and have X-rays taken at Christie & Merritt, 11 which is in the 
same office buildipg where hes. · I did. . 
So I went ho'm~,· and from that time on, I started getting 
worse and w'.orse, so then I decided then-I had not heard 
from the X-rays; I had not beard from Dr. Peterson-I was 
g·oing back tQ Dr. Peterson to see what was the matter. They 
told me, ''We are not dealing with you. "\Ve are dealing with 
the insurance company.'' 
I says, '' Listen. This is my l1ealth that I am protecting,'' 
and I said, "You have to do that because you are a doctor." 
He says, ''We are not going to tell you anything about the 
X-rays,'' which he did not. 
So then I made another trip in to Dr. Ferry. Dr. Ferry said 
that my back was in bad condition and I should enter a hos-
pital. So this was tI1e last part of May of 1951. 
So I decided-a lot of my friends told me people tllat have 
trouble, if they would go to a chiropractor, so I de-
page 29 } cided maybe a cl1iropractor would help me. 
I heard of a Dr. Hutchins in Clarendon, and I 
went to him. He took my temperature and it was exactly 100 .. 
He said I had a leson or lesion, however you pronounce it, on 
the left sacroiliac, which is right here, and I have n great big 
knot right there now. 
So he gave me, I think, four treatments. So I says, "Dr. 
Hutchins," I said, ''those treatments are not doing me any 
good. I will have to do sometbing·. I discharged him and I 
went back home and I called Dr. Ferry and I said, "Dr. Ferry,. 
if you think auv hospital will l1clp me, I certainly will go.'' 
Excuse me. I have to get a drink of water first. I have a· 
temperature and I am just burning up. 
So on the 27th day of June, Dr. Ferry entered me in Arling-
ton Hospital. He told me he was putting· me there for com-
plete bed rest. As soon as they got me into Arlington Hos-
pital, they started giving me double doses of TB serum. They 
gave me two by mistake, and then they took X-rays of my 
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chest, which Dr. Ferry had done before he entered me in the 
hospital, with the Health Department. 
That was sometime in June. About the middle of June, I 
would say, he made me g·o to the Health Department for a 
chest X-ray, so I told him, I said, "Dr. Ferry, there is nothing 
wrong with my chest." I said, "It is my back that is bother-:-
ing me, not my chest. I do not have TB. Of course,. 
p·age 30 ~ my chest does hurt,'' so they put me in Arlington 
Hospital, and they gave me tl1ese X-rays for TB. 
So they put me in contour style in bed, if you knew what 
that is. My head wns up ~nd my body down . .A.11 my weight-
was on my lower spine, and I was miserable. They g·ave me 
all kinds of enemas, which just about killed me in that position. 
I nearly died. I even vomited blood because I was so deathly 
sick.· 
I even told the nurse, '' I am dying. Call Isaac the under-
taker,'' because I was so deathly sick, and I was wringing wet 
with perspiration, so in Arlington Hospital, they kept m~. 
there until July 8. 
On July 8, I got so I could not see. I told Mrs. Victor, who 
was the head nurse on the floor, I said, "Mrs. Victor, I cannot 
see this morning. Everything· is running up and down on the 
walls.'' 
She tl1ought I was losing my mind, evidently, because she 
came back in an hour's time and says, "You can go home." 
I said, '' Who says I can g·o home 1'' 
She never answered me. So I got myself dressed. I could 
hardly walk, I was so weak and exhausted. I was out in the 
hall waiting· for them to get me my bill ready. Mrs. Victor 
says it was on Sunday and she had a lot of things to take care 
of, I would have to sit out there in the ball waiting to fix my 
bill. 
page 31 ~ I was sitting out in the hall waiting for my bill, 
and Dr. Masterson came by, which Masterson, 
Engh, Ferry and Schwartz were on my case. 
Dr. Mnsterson says, "Mrs. Crist, where are you going?'~ 
I said, '' Dr. :Masterson, I have been discharged,'' I said. He 
said, "Who discharged yon"1 I said, "Dr. Masterson, I do 
not know. ,vhv ask me? Go and ask the nurse. She is the 
one that discl1a;.ged me."· 
He said, "I do not want you to !?,'O home. You are a sick 
woman. You have no business going home.'' 
I said, "Doctor, a8 I am all prepared, let me go home and 
I will go to bed and rest in home in bed.'' He said, '' I would 
rather for you to go to the Distril't in a hospital." 
I said, "Let me go home. I am so miserable, and I will stay 
in. bed at home." 
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So that is what I did. So then I finally got worse, and Au-
gust 1, Dr. Schw·artz and Dr. Masterson decided that I would 
have to g·o into traction. Anderson Hospital had just opened 
up, and I believe I was their first patient, their first outside 
patient in the hospital on the first of August, 1951. They put 
traction on me, 11 pounds, :five and a half pounds on each 
lower extremity. I was miserable. 
After the third day-the first three clays were not too bad, 
but on the third day, I was just miserable, so I told them, I 
said, '' I am just miserable. I just cannot stand 
page 32 ~ this. '' 
They 'Says, "It is just all imagination." I said, 
"It is not imagination," I said, "Look at my feet. They are 
cveri. all swelled up,'' which my feet had been swollen before, 
but not that much. · 
So on the fifth day, they came in. I says, ''Listen,'' I says, 
'' I have to come out of this traction. You are killing me. I 
just cannot stand it.'' . 
So Dr. Masterson and Dr. Engh, they said, "vVe are keep-
ing you in this for 14 clays." I said, "Listen," I says, "I 
know how much I can stand. I have not had a thing to eat. 
Yesterday evening· you came in and I told you I could not eat, 
I could not swallow,'' and I says, "I told you then that some-
thing had to be clone. You brought ice in and put on my lower 
back," which I say "spine"-on my back from 4:00 o'clock 
yesterday evening until 8 :00 o'clock this morning, and some-
thing has to be done. A person, I says, "when they cannot 
cat," I says, "it is time to do something·." 
They says, ''vVe are not taking you out of that traction." 
Now, I went over there to Anderson Hospital under Dr. 
Schwartz's supervision, but he never came near me. 
So anyway, the day that they diseha rged me, they made me 
sign a release that I was leaving· tl1e hospital of my own ac-
cord. I would either do that or I would die, one or the other, 
so I left. 
page 33 ~ As soon as I g·ot home, I tried to contact Dr. 
Schwartz. Dr. Schwartz would not hear from me 
in that three days. He would not talk to me, and when I did 
get him, I says, "Dr. Schwartz, I went over there in traction 
under your supervision. '' I says, '' ,vhy didn 't you come near 
me!" 
He says, "Because I did not have an invitation to come to 
that hospital." He says, '' I have to have an invitation." 
I says, ''you did not tell me that when you put me in-trac-
tion," .and I said, "ou have been my doctor," so finally, I just 
got worse and worse. 
So I decided then that I would go to some other doctors. 
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Well, to make the story short, last April of 1952, Dr. Had-
ley-wJ1ich I went to Dr. Hadley in December of 1951-he saiq. 
that I had ruptured disks. So he said, '' I cannot get a doctor 
in D. C. to do anything for you,'' he says_ 
·well, my next-door neighbor, says there was a doctor down 
at the Medical College in Richmond who would give me a 
myelogram, ,,rhich two doctors had suggested me baving a 
myelogram if my pains kept g·etting worse., for me to have a 
myelog·ram. Still they suggested it, but they would not do 
anything- for me. They refused to do anything for me. 
Last April of 1952, I went clown to the Medical College. Dr. 
Radle bad made this appointment on April 12 of 1952 ·for Dr. 
Meredith to perform this myelogram. 
page 34 ~ I got down to Richmond. D1·. Meredith says, '' I 
am not g-oing to do anything for you because you 
are involved in lawsuits and doctors, "-I mean, lawsuits and 
attorneys. I says, ''Dr. Meredith, do not tell me that." I 
says, "I am a sick woman. I cannot even ride· in a car.· I have· 
to lay on the seat all the way down, and I have not been able 
to ride in a car since last year," and I says," After I am down 
here, you tell me you are not going to do anything for me .. You 
get on that telephone and call Dr. Hadley and tell him you are 
not going to do anything for me." 
He says, '' All right, Mrs. Crist. If you sign this that you 
will not bring me into court, tomorrow morning, I will perform 
a myelogram on you.'' · 
The next day, in the operating room, no Dr. Meredith. Two 
men performed a myelogram on my spine, and I to this day 
do not know who they were. I contacted the hospital. They 
said they do not have a record of those two men that went into 
my spme. 
Why don't they have the record of those men that went into 
my spine? When we go into hospitals for back injuries, are 
not we supposed to know who is g·oing into our spines? They 
have taken long needles and ran into my spine three different 
times, but what forf Not to protect me, to protect the bus 
company. That is exactly what they have done. They have 
all told me tl1ey were not going to do anything for 
page 35 } me, and they have told me if I brought them to 
court, that they were going to hurt me more than 
they have hurt me. 
Who are they protecting f Not me. Here am I, going to 
lose my life by ruptured disks, and oil clog·ged in my spine to 
this day from those doctors, and tl1en the Medical College 
tells me they do not have a record of them going into my spine. 
I have the proof. I have the X-rays rig·ht here that that 
spine is clogged, and I have a report from one doctor stating 
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that it is glued in my spine, that it does not move. What does 
it mean? 
When oil is in your spine a:nd it does not move, doesn't it. 
mean there is a blockage? 
So I came back from tI1e Medical College, and Dr. Hadley 
says, '' My new hospital is opening up. I am going to put you 
in there, Nichols Avenue hospital in Wasbington,·D. C.'' 
This was last August l. He says·, "Mrs. Crist, I cannot get 
any doctor· to do anything for you. Would you consider a: 
colored doctor 1 '' 
I said, '' Dr. Hadley, I am so miserable that I do not care-
what kind of a doctor, just so I can get some relief. 'l'1 
This was the first of Aug·ust of 1952. This Dr. Green, this 
colored doctor, came in there and the nurse at Dr. Hadley's: 
hospital says, '' SJ1e is not supposed to be in that bed.'' The· 
nurse tells this· doctor, and Dr. Hadley puts me to bed, and 
the nurs·e tells the doctor that. She says, "We 
page 36 ~ only put her to b~d for you to examine her." 
This colored doctor examined me. I do not know 
what his report was, but he told the nurse to get a board and 
put on my bed, which they did not do. 
Dr. Hadley will not come to this Court and testify because 
he knows that I am injured and injured permanently, and he-
does not want to ·come in I1ere because it is ethics, absolutely. 
I laid in his hospital for three solid weeks, because every day 
he kept saying," Mrs. Crist, that doctor will be in tomorrow.'" 
It costs money to fay around in hospitals. T11ey were not do-
ing anything for me in the hospital, so I decided that I was 
going to go home. 
I said, "Dr. Hadley," when the third "r-eek was up, I said, 
''Dr. Hadley, where is that doctor?" He says, "He is out of 
town. He has gone on a vacation." 
I says, ''Yes, me laying here dying· ancl me spending out I!1Y 
money to get well, and you tell me he did not even come back 
to read those X-rays he ordered of my spine." 
I said, ''I cam be more comfortable at J1ome. I got my tele-
vision, and I was laying around on the living room couch for 
the last year and a half, now," and I Rays, "T11at would b~ 
more comfortable at home." I came home on the 20tJi.· Was 
it the 20th or the 21st of August? Tbe 20tll, I believe, and I 
went to bed, I was so miserable. My· temperature was 100. I 
have been carrying a temperature since 1\1:ay of" 
page 37 ~ 1951, so in September a friend of mine told me· 
about a neighbor of hers that had gone to a Drr 
Fulcher in Washington, and he had operated on her for rup-
tured disks. 
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· She sa·y~, '' You call thjs lady and talk to her," and I did. 
Her name i8 )frs. Fones on Highland Street, rig·llt off of1.the 
Boulevard. · 
· Slle said it wn$ all right for me to use her name in Court, 
also. She told me to g·o to this Dr. }-,ulcher because he had 
operated on lter and silo says to me, '' Mrs. Crist, you are bad 
~ff. I had 11othjng· like you have got.. I could ride in a car, 
and my leg was not Hl1orter. I know I was not as miserable." 
I lmng- np nnd calfocl this Dr. Fulcher. ThiH was September 
18 of Hl52. They snid thov·could i10t take me for about a we·ek 
or so, but in aho.ut m1 11oui·'~ tinH', the phone rang and the gi-r.] 
said, "Mrs. Crist, we NUl take you if you are in here by 5 :00 
o'clock totla\·. ,,. '.; 
I cannot chfre my <'ttr. I have not. been nble to drive my 
car since De<'<~mbcr, UJ51, Ho I called my next-door neighbor 
and said, '' W onl<l yon minll driving; my car and taking me i:ntq 
. the boctod" Hhe say:.;, ''No. I won't drive your car. I will 
drive mv own.'' 
So sl1e took me into the <loctor. Whf\H he got through; he 
i-mid, ''Don't ~·on ask me one q11est.ion, beC'ause you ar~ i~-
volved iu law:,:11its and attorneys. l am not used to people 
w·alking· iu off the streets and eori1i1!g- into my office for ·m~d-i~ 
<·al attention." 
prige :38 ~- I :-:aid, "Dr.' Fnleher,J <lid not do that. Do(!to11, 
· · r did 110t do tlrnt. I told you o,·r•1· the phone when 
your sce1·ett1ry asked me who ref'e1'1'cd rue to you, and I to](l 
her." 
He sayR, "\\'t•ll, I am not answering 0110 question." . 
· All the doctors have made me hclieve that rµy body was n 
freak. rrlwy nil wnnted to get a pidnre of it, hut none of theni 
lms done mie thinµ; to help me. •. 
This wm; H(•ptember. It mis ScptPmbcr that I \\i,ent to him! 
So in S01Jteiula•1·, I <l<'<(iclcd that I wa~ g·oing to .Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. I wa~ Hot g·oing· to tell a sonhvho rny doctor was . 
. My sistC'r-i 11-lnw works fo1· the Ifoalth D(!})H t·hnent. l callecl 
her -Ionµ: di~taucc. I said to her, "I ,1m lmd off. I certaitrly 
nm going· to Jinn• to hnvC' somct11ing done. Will you pfoas<; 
find ont who i~ tlw best <lodor at Jo}ms Hopkins nnd.call me 
hadd" Hlll' did. Slw called H D1·. Lenhard, :-:o on tbe 4th day 
of Septl~lllhPr, [ we11t over to Dr. I ;<mhar<l . 
. A.s soon n:-- l entered his office, he said, '' You are the type 
that lik<.•s to ru11 to all <loctors and all hol'pitc1ls." 
Ik1ww fron1 that :..;tatcment he had g·ott('11 in touch with doc-
tors ovel' herP, or doctors over hen~ }1ad gotten in touch with 
him. It Hl'<'lllH ns tJ10ugh every move I hn,·c· made· somebody 
was one jump ahead of mo, regardlcRR of wlwther or i1ot I told 
them I wa:-:. going. I <lid not have to say to Dt·. Hadley, "I am 
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: : ·, 1 going to Johns Hopkins.'' You could find out and 
pa~ 39 ~ say to Johns Hopkins, '' This Mrs. Crist coming to 
you, I want to talk to her doctor.'' That is easily 
done, because that doctor over there, without waiting for me 
to say anything, be says to me, '' You are the type that likes 
to tun to all doctors and hospitals.'' 
. I·said, "Listen, Doctor. I am sick. I am running a tem-
perature. This place bas been highly recommended.'' I said, 
~.'I"have always been told Johns Hopkins would not pay any 
attention to anybody else. They would find out for them-
selves. You stick a thermometer in mv mouth. I do not know 
what my temperature is going to be. it must be 101." 
He said to me, "I want you to go out in the waiting room." 
He had me under the impression a doctor was going· to call 
me to examine me. He examined me in a round-a bout fashion, 
took something and bit my arm and hit my legs. 
$0 I went out in the waiting room and the girl called me. 
She··says, ''Dr. Lenhard made the statement there is nothing 
wrong with you.'' · 
I said, "What do you mean f" I said, "He had me under 
the impression that you were going to have a medical doctor 
look at me.'' She said, '' Oh, no,'' she said. ''You know to 
have anything done you have to live outside of the hospital 
and you have to come baekwards and forwards every day.'~ 
I said, ''Listen,'' I said, '' I am a sick woman. '' I said, '' I 
am not able to walk. I cannot even wn lk out in my own ya rd,'' 
which I cannot to this day. I am miserable. I am 
page 40 ~ miserable rig·ht now, mid Goel is giving me the 
strength to stand here aud talk to you all. That is 
the truth. · 
I said to the gfrl, I ~mid, "Lir-;tcn. I am in no condition to 
run back and forth here·to see you people every day." I said, 
''I have been in bed practically eve!' since this accident hap-
pened in 1950," and I says, "I am more comf01·table at home 
than running back and forth, than rnuning to this hospital for 
vou to treat me. ..What I want is to come here nnd enter the 
hospital.'' 
She says, "You cannot do tlrnt.'' I says, "Okay. I will go 
home.'' 
'l1-his doctor was up at the othe1· end. It is called the Fourt11 
Floor Clinic. That is what it is called. There is where I went 
on the Monument side street.. 
So this Dr. Lenhard was un tl1ere at the ot.lter end watch-
ing me. He did not think that I would give her the $25, as 
1~ost people would sen<l you a bill and yon would pay them, 
but why·let them send me a bill when I had the money in my 
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)Jocketbook to give them the $25 to tell me I was the typ~ of 
}Jerson that. likes to run to all doctors and all hospitals. · 
So when they saw me get a receipt for the $25, he knew then 
lie had to do -something for me because he knew that I was 
sick. He saw my legs all swelled up. He saw my legs all bJack 
and blue. He knew then tbat I had him on the spot. He had 
to do some.thinµ; for me because I could have sued them for 
turning me clown, not doing anything for me. 
page 41} He called me back at the other end. He said, 
"Mrs. Crist, what did you decide to do Y" I said, 
"'Listen, Dr. Lenhard. ·when I left you, you had me under 
the impression you were not going to do anything for me." 
He said, "I did not make no such a statement." I said, 
"~ Somebody is lying.'' 
He said, "Well, listen," 1te says. "Would you consider go-
ing to bed here?" I said, "Dr. Lenhard, yes. I want some-
i bing done. I am misern ble. I cannot even stand here and 
talk to you any longer. I am completely miserable." 
He says, '' I will g·o out of the room and let you and ~Ir. Crist 
talk it over." 
He <lid come back and he says, ''What have you decided 
now?. Have you decided on staying?" I says, ''Yes." He 
says, "Well, I have ordered a room." 
He went out and ordered a room. He did not tell me he 
was going· to order a room. He went"out and came back. 
I said, "How much will it cost f" He told me about $15 a 
day. All riglit. He put. me to bed. He did not do anything 
for me. He had a lot of internes-I guess they were internes 
-that came in. They would send a girl in to give me cold 
drinks like orange juice and lemonade and ice water, and send 
another girl in right away to take my temperature, because 
they did not want a record that I lrnd a temperature because 
they knew if they had a record, they would have to say there 
was something wrong with me. 
page 42} This was the 4th to the 11th that I was in Johns 
Hopkins n·ospital, September, 1952. 
On Wednesday, after I was there almost a week, Dr. Len-
hard comes in. I said, "Dr. Lenhard, don't you have any in-
formation whatsoever to tell me 7" 
On Saturday, before this, they did take some X-rays, but I 
saw them take them at the wrong end of tl1e body. They were 
taking them of the head and anyway, they was not taking them 
<lown here where the worst part hurt, but he told me on Wed-
nesday, after he had taken those X-rays on Saturday, that he 
11ad not read the X-rays. I knew better than that, because I 
know doctors do not leave X-rays laying around from Satur..: 
day to Wednesday without reading them. 
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·· I said, ''Dr. Lenhard, Mr. Crist cannot make this trip over 
here every clay. He is coming over here this after-noon about 
5 :00 o'clock, and if yon have any information whatsoever, I 
would like for you to give it to me so I can tell him.'' 
I felt-it seems as tlioug·h something tells me what to do .. 
I just felt he was g·etting ready to discharge· me. 
He tells me on "\Vednesday, he says, ''We have not read thC' 
X-rays yet, and I do not nave anytbing to tell you to ten your 
hils band. '' 
I told Howard, I says, "Listen, Howard .. I f'eel as though 
they are getting ready to discharge me,'' and I smys·,. "You b~ 
home- tomorrow evening at 6 :00 o"clock, and I will 
pag.e 43 } call you, because I feel as tI1ough I will be ready to• 
come home at that time." 
The next mon1ing, Dr. Lenhard comes in about quart~r of 
twelve. He says, "You know, you do not have a case against 
the bus company .. " I said, "Who told you I was in a bus ac·-
cidenU" He sayR, "You know you cannot prove one thing·.'" 
I said, '' "\Vhat-lmvc you done to prove it f '' and then he say:--~ 
'' Have yon been. wearing a brace 1'' and I says, ''Yes, Dr~ 
Lenhard. Jt h;. there in the top drawer, should you liike to look 
at it."' . 
He looked in this top drawer and pulled tTiis brnce out that 
I was wearing·. He said~ '' This brace is not large enough. I 
want you to wonr one from heTe,'' l1c pointed from here aH 
the wav down. 
Of course, before tbis, wny back in Dccemhor of 1951, tl1e~~ 
had me in a eust from here nll the w:ry down, hecause I got 
worse, because I have trouble witb tr1e blood cireulating from 
here on down,. becam~e I'frPl~ze up, and with that tight cast on 
in 1951, I just ue-urly died, but I had the cast on from Fridui 
until Sunday eve1ting, late, which I jnst vomited and passed 
out again. I mean, you all do not know what I lmve gone· 
through to he rured, so I Hays,. "Dr. Lenlmrd," nfter he tolcT 
me to wear rr In rµ;cr brace, I says,. "Dr. Lenhal'd, aren't you 
contradictiufrYonrself1 Di<ln 't you iust tell me .I did not have-
a cast~ ng-ainst tlrn hus- cmnpany, JJt,"'{~:m~c- I could 
Pao·e 44 l 11ot }>l'OVC arrvthi11cr·1 '' n ( • ~ 
.He jnmped up out of that chair aml T1e flew ottf 
of that room, told the nurse, he says, '' l\frs. Crii;;t cnn go home,, 
but l do not tbh1k she will leave here.'' 
I'do 110t know whv he nnule that state1mmt. T ~till woul<T 
like to .Jrnowr :Maybe t.lJc~ question wilf he answc•rpcf ~ometime 
during this trial. I hope_ it will be. 
So anyway, I went home. I left there. r:I:huy C'liarged nw 
$235 for tlw i--ix nights that I wns in .Johns HopkinH HospitnL 
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· Dr. Lenhard made a report and I would like for this report 
to be brought in as evidence, may I¥ 
· Dr. Hadley lms this report. Dr. Hadley did not send me to 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, did not send me to Dr. Lenhard, but 
still they make a report to Dr. Hadley. ·what right does any 
doctor have giving information out to other doctors 1 They 
l:iave not been protecting me. They would not tell me any-
thing, except, "You do not have n case against the bus com-
pany." 
I asked Dr. Lenhard about t.l1is great big lump on my 
sacroiliac right here, on the left of my spine. He says, all fat 
people have those lumps. I sai<l, "Dr. Lenhard, I am not a 
fat person. I only weigh 125 pounds, an<l if all fat people 
have them, autl they hurt like I do, I know different from 
that." 
Excuse me. I will have to get i-.orne more water. 
So I cmne home. Dr. Hadley was still trying to help me. 
He took some X-rays. He said, "That oil. has to 
page 45 } Mllle out of your spine. I am going to send you 
o,·p1· to Hizr.oli," whieh this Dr. Rizzoli had seeu 
me in N ovmnber of l H51, nutking· a statement that I had to 
have a myelograrn, but he and all the doctors in Washington 
l'efused to g-iw me this m~-clogrmn. I ha<l to go down to Rich-
mond for i1. 
So tl.1P11 Dr. lfatlle,· HOJH1s me to him to sor if he could take 
it out. ]fo rPfnsed to give it to me. Do yon think he would 
p;o in t1wn1 a11d take it out? He Jeft it in there for me to die. 
They thought I would 11eve1· find ~mt ahont that 8tuff glued in 
my spi1w. Now I am 8tarnliug· here talking to you. I do not 
know, heenn:-:P nobocl~~ knows whcm yon get ruptured disks. I 
vomitrd :rnd passed out before I eume over here this morning 
three time~. 
That pi·<\i-:~m·e lmihls un iIJ my r,;pine aml when it does, anrl 
if I clo not 1HkP an rne>nw, it ahont kills me. Thank Goel I know 
m10ugh ahont fin;t-aid, which I hnve lu~en doing myself to pro-
tect my lif<', which the n1 M of tll<'m tho11g-ht T would be dead 
and g·o11<' h,· 1l1is time, hnt I haw fooled tlwm, and I am not 
g·oing- 1o di<·. T am fig11ting for the mo:-:t rnlnable ·thin~ 011 
earth. I a111 fiµ;htinµ: in thi~ Court to<lay J'o1· the very things 
our hoyl-- an• µ;Ptting· kille<l in KorPn for, a h:-:olntcly. 
Dr. Hiz:wli ~;iys, "I ca1mot talw 1lwt stuff out of your spine. 
Tt 18 µ;hw<l in tl10rr. '' 
If it i:-: µ;hw<l i11 there, what do<'~ it mean! H means that yo11 
haw ~rot rnptured disk~. All or 1 ltom have refused 
page 4H ~ 1 o do anything- for nw. hut :-:ti11 t 11,• :\fodical College 
· lf o:-;pitn 1 ~n.,·:-: 1 hey do not Jinn• n n•cord of the me11 
goinµ; in there into my spine. 
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Dr. Meredith was supposed to have done it, but he would 
not do it. Why wouldn't he T They had me ou the spot, be-
c.a:us.(l if I bad not let them go into my spine, they would have 
calle.d the Defendants and said, ''She won't cooperate with 
rn~~ She is no,t doing anything we tell her to do.'' 
._ That iis exactly what they would say . 
. · So a.fter I sta.1.l'ted getting vworse, I thought. maybe if I called 
the. D. c~ Medical Society,_ maybe they will help me. I called 
Mr. Yater. I sl10uld not say Mr. Yater. He is a doctor, nr. 
Yater-, the president. of the Medical Society of the District of 
0:Q\u;robia. He knew all about this casH beea1:1s.e I had found 
OIUi. tbat evcry,tbiing happ.ens,, if something happens like mine, 
all the medical societies. discuss this, and the same w.ay with 
t~ atte.rneys·. Tha.t is the reason I do not have an attorney 
bere. today, becansn it is ethics. I lmd to discharge the attor-
ney that I had, and I can prov-e the reasons that I did. 
·S'o 1)1i\ Yate-1' absolutelY,i refused to do anything. for me. 
I eaidi, "Dr. Yater, I a1:n a sick person. I nred medical at-
t0~tfon. ,,, . 
. He says,. ",John Hopkins. Hospital told n1c Umt there was 
notl1ing wrong· with you, all you ,vere after was 
:pia~ 4'7r ~ money.-" · 
I said, "Dr. Yater, I have spent out $1,500, in 
tno.ney so far, and I owe about four or five lrnndred dollars for 
b>.iJih$} unpaid which I claim unjust." I said, "vVho is after 
Ulli<~n.e-y. ?1 I am after something- that h, the most important 
t}Ju~0ll. eaPt1J, is my life., and my health." 
H~ says, "·Well, I refuse to do anything for you. Go call 
th<t. Virginia Medical S:o,ei0ty, .. '' I was so sick, my tempera-
ture, was 101. 1 do no.t 1·em·ember it just exactly when this 
'«@Si th-at I called Dr~ Ynter;. but I lrn.vCl it aiLl here in my files. 
S'o. I decided then that maybe that ROmP of these otl1er Vir-
~-d-octoirs would h-elp. me. Someone cli~c>nssed getting Dr. 
P~r. I called DF. Pahner'~ o.ffiee and his ~ecretarv an-· 
t;.\Y,0>J1ed: Q.nd I told her I w..as: so. sick 1 could not move, mj'.; leg·s 
W.~.Q/M. n.ot even hold me, lilP~ I says, "They are terrible." 
]>.:u~ PaJm.er·comes· do1WililJ to. the house on the 30th of January, 
196a., Elie comes iu alliil b.e\ was mvfully mad at me. He bol-
~:11eca;at m.e'.for g-etting ray, back out of the l10use, for one thing. 
He· said, "You. bave got 11<i>: business calling me." He· says, 
"We: do, n.ot work like Uiat." 
I said, ''Listen, Dr. Palmer, T mu Hick." 
"·J?~s; .. ' ' be, says, "y-0,u, :rot a suit against the bus company. 
H~1Wi liWICh ?:'·' I said, '''That is not an v of vour business. I 
wW, n.o,it ea.LL you do":lli heue to discuss 'iega:l° thiugis. Doctors 
asue: no.t. su.p.poscd to g0, into; things like that with a patient.'' 
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He took my tempera turc. He did not tell me how 
jpage 48 ~ mucl1 it was, but it was 101~ 
I called Dr. Hadley's m1rse after Dr. Palmer left. 
He left me some medicine for the grippe, which I never get a 
1C·old, never. Knock on ,vood.. 
So Dr. Hadley's secretary called me that evening after Dr. 
Palmer had been there, and she says, '' I hear you got the 
grippe." 
I said, ''I do not lmve the gTippe. Who told you thaU" 
She says, "Oh, we thought you had.-" 
Dr. Palmer ha<l gone to his office and called Dr. Hadley and 
told him I had the grippe. Where else would they have got-
hm the inf ormatioR except from Dr. Palmer? 
I have ealled several doctors in Wnshington to do something 
for me, one at Ninth and Glebc Roa<l. I cannot tell you his 
llame, beeause he· is a nev,rcomer. He lives at Ninth and Glebe 
Road, South. He boMg·ht this house which is the last two or 
three years ago. I called him a1:t.d he says he knows aU about 
the case, "'None of the rest of the doctors have helped you and 
I mu not going to help y.ou, either." 
vVl:iat arc we going to d0 in this counfry if we have those. 
kind of doctors to protect bus companies f I was not. after 
money. I was after my health, whiclil, means more to me: than 
:nil the ln()n~y in tl1e world, and it still does, but justice is jus-
tice. 
So I wrote Dr~ Yater a letter here just recently.. 
page 49. } After I had tried to get a doctor clown in Ale;x!an-
dria, I called this doctor and I told him, I said, 
"Doctor, I cannot stand np today, which I do get spells I can-
not even walk..,., I have· not been anywhere except just simply 
m·ound iu my home. I am here right now and I am miserable. 
If you take a knife and cut me from my appendix aU the way 
'<lown, it could not hurt more, and I bet you if there was. any 
<loctor that is loyal, he, would say the same thing. They would 
he wondering why I could stand here in this CourtFoom and· 
talk to. you, but we have somebody stronger over us. thain we 
n re, and if we believe, and I clo' believe:, He· will giv,e us 
~trength. 
I called this docto.r in Alexandria. He says, '' Mrs.. Crist, 
jf your legs arc allg-reen, yonhav~·an infection." I said.,. "Doc-
tor, I l1ave been having an infection in my legs since· Septem-
l>er. It g-oes and comes," and I says, "they are all swelled 
up,'' and I says, '' they1 hurt me t'errible. '' 
He says, '' I am toe; busy to come to see you.'' That is eX-
nctly what he toldi me. I says, "Doctor, if you are too busy 
today, cannot you make it tonight?" He says, "No. I hav,e· a, 
medical meeting tonight I have to attend.'' 
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I said, "Doctor, please make it tomorrow .. ''" He says, "Yon 
can call me tomorrow, but if your legs are like that, you have-
an inf ectfon. You g·o to bed and do not get up on your legs~ 
What have you been taking?',. 
I said, "I have been taking· three enemas a day,, 
page 50 } and I l1ave been taking aspirins every two hours. 
I have to take an aspirin to .relieve my pain,'"' amt 
I says, "I keep I1eat on me from my lower back down. I am 
completely frozen nearly all the time,'' which I am. Tliese hot 
days I have been giving myself home treatments becaus·e the· 
doctors are uot helping me, and I did not have the money to 
go· to doctors, and I nave a heat lamp tl1at I baugilt myself' 
which I have. I paid about two or three doUars for mat, may--
be a little brt more, I do not rememlJer, but anyway, it was- do-
ing me just as much good as these doctors. 
I lay on the. floors, and I cry and everything else to get re--
lief, and then we I1ave doctors, that I have been to, tlie finest, 
supposed to be, in the world, and they have done me that way. 
What do you call tnaU It is a disgrace to the medical pro-
fession to have a human being, a person that is a well person-
I am not a little, old, delicate-looking somebody. If' I woulcT 
have been, I would have been dead. I would have been dea<l 
in June of 1951, hut I am not delicate, and I am still taking'" 
care of my health hest as I know--, and the doctors have all r<'-
fused to I1elp me llCcause they arc protecting tlie bus company .. 
I thank you. 
Mr. Boo·tlle: May it please the Court, I wonk£ like to malw 
a motion and suggest tliat the Com1. keep it nndc1· advhw..: 
ment until the termination of the cnRc. T am aw-
page 51 f fully anxious to finish. I know this is- a Ynry difli-
cult and delicate case to handle. 
The Court: If you will T1old your motion jm:;t a minute. 
Ladies and gentlemen of the jm·y, "i\frs. Crist, of c>ourse, i8 
not a Ja,"'"Jer, and therefol'c, of course, not acqnninfotl witll tl1e 
rules of proecdnrc tl1at have been worked out for tryiug cffs<1 ~, 
and of conrRe·, s·he has fnnrsgTcssec1 tTle rules in many place8, 
particularly in refeTenc(~ to insurance. 
The question of whether or not Hie Tms compm1y has in-
snrauee is, hy l'nle of this State, not a eonsiclemtio11 tTmt tlw 
jury can wei!.d1 01· in any way evalnate OJ' take into eonsidera-
tion in the issuPs of tliiR <-·ase, nnd it ougl1t not 1o Trnvo any i11-
tl11eneP on von at nll. 
Also, then~ is a gcnerHI mlc of law applict1hfo fo HIT courts· 
with 1··egard to lwnrsay evi'1ence, thnt nobody Tins n 1·ig·l1t to 
testify to anything· that comes to them throng-h someboa~~ 
else 'R lmO\dedg·a, hnt 011ly a~ to tl1eir own Tmowledg-e,. a11d 
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therefore, ,vhcrever she has related information that she has 
no pel'sona] kno,dedge of, she says she got it from sombody 
(>lse, you ought not to consider that unless the witness that she 
is talking ahout subsequently takes the stand and testifies t~ 
it. . 
Do you ca re to make your motion now? 
1\f r. Boothe: I have to protect my client.· I 
page 52 ~ ,vonld like to make a formal motion, although I can 
hold it up until recesR, if that would be b~tter. Sup-
pose I hold it up until recess. . 
• • • 
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So then we g-ct to the second question, which is what injuries 
clid I\frs. C1·ist suffer from this arcident, if the bus company 
were negligent. I want you to know that all of the doctors ·who 
will be here tochly-I would like to get tl1is clear-are her 
dodors. They nre doctors she has gone to. The 
page 54 ~ only doctor we tlirl ask her to ~;o to was Dr. Peter-
son. 
The cvitle1we will show very frankly we eannot find today 
that :Mrs. Cri:..;t '~ eondition totlay is due to tl1is accident. 
If you will fincl from the testimony whicli will be given to 
yon, c111<1 I (1011 't try to go into it hecnm;e the doctors them-
selrns will Jw here, nnd I would rather have them go into it; 
includi11g· her own family physicim1, Dr. Schwartz. . 
Dr. ·Sclwrnl'fz and the other physicians who have seen her~ 
Dr. Eng·h nt the A11derso11 Clinic, Dr. Rizzoli to whom.she 
went, we haw tried to get nll we could get, and we will leave 
it up to you to listen to their testimony aml decide what 'in-
juries, if any, f-:hc did suffer from this accide11t or incident,, and 
if you feel thnt tlw hns company wns 11Clp;li:2;e11t, if :vou feel 't~at 
any pa rt of l1r1· injuries were clue to the i11eident, then she 
should rccovPt' (lamaµ:es to C'over the valne of her medical ex-
pensN; and lwr trentment, if any, n~ a ro~ult thereof, but we 
feel the evidt•nce · will show ~·ou tl1at th~ hns company is not 
liable for tlw ·type of trouble which Mn.;. Crist is suffering 
from t<Hlay, and whieh will he testifiP<l t.o b,v the physicians. 
Mrs. ( 1 rist: Y onr Honor, may I a~k a question? 
* * 
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page 55 ~ Mrs. Crist: Dr. Schwartz. 
The Court: Is he here 1 Dr. Schwartz is not 
here. He was the doctor we were going to call. How about 
using Dr. Meredit.11 until we g·et Dr. Schwa1'tz hercl 
Mrs. Crist: It is sort of going backwards, but it is aU rig·ht 
with me. 
· Thereupon 
DR. JOHN M. MEREDITH 
was called as a witness on behalf of the Plaintiff and, having· 
been first duly sworn, was examined nnd testified as follows: 
DIR.ECT EXAMINATION. 
By the Court: 
Q. Will you give yonr name, please? 
A. Dr. John M. Meredith. 
Q. Where is your practice Y 
A. I am located in R.ichmond, Virginia. 
Q. Have you had occasion to examine the Plaintiff in this 
ease! 
A. Yes, sir, I have. 
Q. When, sir f 
A. I examined Mrs. Crist on April 23, 1952. 
Q. At whose instance, sirY 
A. I was aske<l to sec her at the request of Dr. Henry Had-
ley of Washington, D. C. 
page 56 ~ The Court: All right. 1frs. Crist, do you want 
. to go ahead? 
· Mrs. Crist-: May I get my X-rays, first"! 
· The Court: All right. 
! 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Dr. Meredith. when did Dr. Hadley call you for you to 
perform a myelogram on me, wl1at date? 
A. He wrote me a letter several days before tllnt, nnd tbe 
appointment was arranged in April, 1952. . 
Q. What date? 
A. I did not havo the date when he called or wrote me for 
the appointment originally, l\frs. Crist. 
Q. Can't you remember? 
A. The first letter was in reply to him saying he had re-
ferred her, and you cmne on April 23, 1952. 
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Q. It is very important that I liav~ the correct date that he 
-called you, if you can give that to me. 
A. We do not 11sually keep tl1aL 
Q. 'Don't you have the onginal letter that he wrote youf · 
A. No. I do not have that here. 
Q. Did 11e call you Ul) by phone the first time? How did he 
.go about making tl1e appointment, by letter or by phone? 
A. I do not recall whether he called me or telephoned me, 
~1s a matter of fact, but you came down April 23, 1952, to be 
examined. 
J>age 57 } Q. What was his statement when he. wrote you 
or when he telephoned you about me? 
A. I haYe no record of thnt here, 'hfrs. Crist. 
Q. What did he tell you to do for me 1 
A. He wanted you examined to see particularly whether you 
]iad a ruptured disk or not. That was the main reason for 
your coming dow11 to our hospital. 
Q. Didn't you know he .sent me down there for :a myelo-
gl'am? · 
A~ Yes, sir.. That is another vro.y of saying the same thing. 
Q. Don·'t you remember saying as soon as I entered the 
room and you closed the door in my husband's face, wouldn't 
let. him enter your office-
The Court: ·wait a mlnute. You have asked him three dif-
fel'cnt questions at one time. 
A. The statement was we will be glad to examine you and 
}:O on, but we did not want to bo involved in a situation like 
tliat if w9 could avoid it in some way. 
Q. You told me you were not g·oing to do anything for me 
hecause I ,vas involved in attorneys and lawsuits in Arlington. 
·who p:ave you that information f 
A. I do not know. 
Q. I want to know who has stopped every move that I have 
made? 
1mge 58 } The Court: He says he does not know. 
J\Irs. Crist: He does know who told him .. 
The Court: You can argue about it latet. You are asking 
him questions. He says he does not know. You can get up 
on the stand when he gets off and tell them he does know. 
All you can do now is .ask questions. If you are not satisfied 
with his answers, you can tell the jury what be said, but while 
he is on the stand, you cannot argue with him. 
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By Mrs. Grist :-
Q. You told me- then if I would sign tlifs Tittle slip of pap-cr-
wnfoh I did not know what it was tlmi I wa:s signing; you woulcI 
perform the operatio11 tlie- next day yours-eif? 
A. We would do a myelogTam is· wha:t I said. 
Q. I call it arr operation, when you take- great, big, long~ 
needles and stick in a person "s spine:. I do not call it nothing· 
except an opel'atiorr, because· it is· tenible·,. bntr anyway,. yon: 
told me to sig:r1 this and you w01.lld perform the operation tl1c· 
next day in the operating room f . · 
The next day in tlie operatirrg·· room, you were- not there .. 
You had two :strange men~ 
TI1e Court: You rrrn not rrsking flim any questions. You: 
are· just telling· sometliing. He is on I1ere- to tell his part. Yon. 
can get that and tell yaur part whenever you wa11t to. He is: 
l1ere to answer questons. 
Mrs. Crfst :- I wani to know wfro the two men are· 
page 59 ~ tllat operated on me! 
By the Court: 
Q-. WI10 arn the· two men tllat operated on Twr spine·?· 
A. "'\Ve do not classify tliat as an operation. It is a cTiag~. 
nostic test like taking· blood out of the arm or doing- a spinal 
puncture, and it was done- by membeTs- of onr staff who do1 
them every dav under our direction. 
. Dr. Robert "raters actually performed the test in this case .. 
He was ,one .of· Olll"' Hta:ff and a nenro-surgeou fn our hospitaL 
Q. Do you know who the other: one wa:s f 
A. No, I do not know. 
Q. Who assisted him 1 Yon do not Tmow· wiw. that was 1.' 
A~ No; sir. 
Q. And your rec;ords do not sf1ow that! 
A- Nor si:r:.. · 
Tl1c Comt: All rfg·I1t. Wfrnt is the next qnestion r 
By Mrs. CriRt : 
· Q. Did you not wri'te me n: leitc:r to trw effoct ~-ou were there-
with that opcTntion! 
A. I do not recall, no. 
Q. ,vhen you ~my nnder your i'rn=~truction, doosn 't that n1ean: 
you are tbere'1 
A. We see antl interpret the- film.~ .. 
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Q. ·why tlidn 't you tell me you were going to do 
page 60 ~ it? I signed the thing not to bring you into Court 
if you operated on me. 
The Court: Wait a minute. Stop right tliere. Why didn't 
you tell her you were not going to be there when it was per-
formed? · · 
· The Witness: The point was that she did not sign anything, 
Your Honor, that I wns to do the test, and there was no op-
eration to be clone at all. 
Mrs. Crist: That is whn t you told me I was signing. 
The Witness: Yon read the-
The Court: She is not asking anything now. ,vhat is the 
next question, l\Irs. Crist? 
Mrs. Crist: He only knows one doctor or one man. I can-
not say ''Doctor.'' 1-I~ knows just one of them. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Do you know the hospital w1·otc me n l(•tter that they did 
not know who either one of them was? 
A. I do not know what the hospital wrote you. 
Q. vVhy dcwsn 't the hospital have a record of two men go~ 
ing into a woman's spine? What kind of a hospital are we 
mnning·f 
A. Dr. W'aters perforrnctl the myelogrmn. The main point 
about this situation, it is a medical t.est. 
Q. Will you explain to nw what a myelogrmn is? 
A. Yes. It is nu injection of an opaque substance 
page 61 ~ in the spine to ~ee whether there is any serious 
leHion present, such as a tumor or a herniated disk, 
and it shows if it is present or not. 
It is injl'dc•d through a ~pinal punctn re needle, and then 
the patient i:-; tilted nv and clown on tlw tnble and the oil goes 
up and dmYn the spine. Then if you see any condition there 
or even if yon do not, X-ray film~ are taken at the same t.ime 
for the record to show that ihere is or iR not any slipped disk. 
hemiated di~k, there. 
The Court: ,vhen you i:my "he111iatecl disk," it is synomous 
with slipped <lisk? 
The \Yitness: Yes, sir, Your Honor. T t is the same t~rn1. 
X-ray films are taken a11cl tl1e needle is withllrawn after that. 
What oil ran lu"} removed is 1'0Ill0Ved before the needle is taken 
out. That is the procedure lrnowu a~ my(,logrmn, and is prac-
tically a daily procedure in hospitals denling· with patientA 
with backache and pain dowu tlw le>g, ~nch ni,, Mrs. Crist had. 
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The Court: Next question. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Do you have those X-rays and records with you? 
· A. No, I do not have the X-rays. I have the X-ray report. 
Q. Why didn't you bring tl1e X-rays¥ 
page 62 ~ A. I was not requested to bring the X-rays. The 
report will suffice, I should think. I had no formal 
request to bring the X-ray pictures. 
Q. When you made a statement to Dr. Hadley about I 
needed orthopedic attention, what did you mean by that? 
A. Orthopedic attention, conservative treatment was re-
ferred to, I believe, involving putting her on a hard bed, wear-
ing a firm belt or support, putting diathermy to the lower back 
two or three times a week for about three weeks in a row, and 
the use of aspirin and similar pain-relieving drugs, no strong 
narcotics as a rule, and the absence of heavy lifting or strain-
ing is the conserYative method of treating these low back 
strains·without evidence of a disk. 
Q. When that fluid is in your spine, are you supposed to 
take aspirins or heat? What is going to happen to that fluid 
when it is blocked in your spine? 
By the Court : 
Q. Do you know anything· about any fluid being· blocked in 
her spine? 
A. No. I am not aware of that. 
Q. If there were any fluid blocked in her spine-I suppose 
she is talking about the fluid which was inserted with the 
myelogram .. 
Mrs. Crist : Yes. 
Q. What effect did it have? 
page 63 ~ A. That happens all the time Your Honor, in 
cases. You get out all you can. Sometimes you 
can remove every drop of the myelogram fluid, and sometimes 
you cannot. The oil used today is infinitely better than it used 
to be. In a year or a year and a half, all the oil is absorbed 
and disappears from the spiue. It causes no serious trouble. 
Q. "-causes no serious trouble.'' Does it cause anv tem-
porary discomforturef .. 
. A. It causes some temporary aching, yes. It has never 
been know to cause any serious or permanent difficulty in any 
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way. It certainly would not be used if that had been shown to 
lJe the case. 
By Mrs. Crist-: 
Q. Why is it that I have been worse since April, 1952, when 
you put that oil iu my spine. I vomit, pass out, and I have to 
take two or three enemas a day to keep that pressure down, 
and as soon as I do, I feel better. This pressure, that builds 
up in there. How is that fluid going to run up and down my 
~pine when it is blocked here and blocked here and blocked up 
here¥ 
By the Court: 
Q. Would the presence of this fluid in her spine cause 
fliauseai1, and vomiting and blackouts and the necessity of tak-
ing· enemas .that she speaks of? 
A. No. I do not think there is any relationship 
page 64 } whatsoever to those symptoms. 
. Q. You say in your opinion there is no relation-
ship between those symptoms and the possibility of this fluid 
being· in her spine! 
A. Yes., sir. 
Mrs. Crist~ ·when fluid sits around in a kitchen, what 
happens f It becomes rancid. That is exactly what has hap-
pened in my spine. That fluid has laid in there and it has be-
come rancid. I vomited and passed out three times this morn-
ing before I came here. · 
The Court: You said all that before. He has to answer 
questions. 
Is there any possibilty of the fluid in her back becoming 
rancid because it remains in there after the myelogram is per-
formed? 
The Witness: No, sir. I have neve-r heard of that in medi-
cal reports. . 
The Court: Do you have any other questions? 
Mrs. Crist: I want you to see these X-rays that I have. 
See that fluid blocked in that spine? 
The Witness: It is not blocked in that spine. 
Mrs. Crist: It does not run. I have a doctor's certificate 
sayjng it does not move. 
The Court: Is this an X-ray of your backY 
Mrs. Crist : Yes, sir. 
page 65 ~ The Court : Who took it? 
Mrs. Crist: Dr. Hadley. 
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The Court : What dater. 
The Witness: March, '53 it Iias on here. 
The Court: Had you ever seen this· X-ray beforef 
The Witness: No, sir .. 
The Court: Is there any indication to you in that X-ray of 
any presence· of any fluid in the- back 1 
The Witness: It shows oily fluid in the lower end of tbe 
spine, yes, si:r~ 
The Court: ·what did. you say that date- was?. 
The ·witness : March of 1953. 
Mrs. Crist: Do you have any idea how miserable I am, be-
ing a doctor, with oil blocked in my spine, and I cannot walk,. 
one leg· is shorter than the other one 1 ·what cause·s it, if it is. 
not ruptured disks, before I came to yon, Dr. Meredith? 
The Court: Wait a minute, Mrs·. Crist. 
Are you conscious of the fact one of her legS' is shorter than 
the otherf 
Mrs. Crist: No, sir. I am not conscious of it. It is. 
The Witness: No, sir. I am not aware of that. 
The Court:- Yon'are not aware of that?' 
The ·witness: No, sir. 
page 66 ~ T11e Court: In your opinion, is the pres·ence of 
that fluid she has j~,;;t showed you causing her any 
present discomfiture? 
T11e Witness: I would think it unlikely, Your Honor, he-
cause many people- have that for some months afterwards, and 
have· no coi:npla:ints of it whatsoever. 
The Court: Next question .. 
By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. Cannot it always be the first time·, then, tliat you put so 
much in there, and there are so many different blockages in 
my spine, I have such terrible permanent injmies, that fluid 
cannot run anywhere in my spine, that is the rEmson I am 
sick? I am not delicate. If it were not in there like that, I 
would be welI. 
What is wrong· with that X-ray? 
A. Anothet view entirely, is it not, a different date 1 
Q. You are supposed to tell me. You are an X-ray reader. 
I am uot. 
A. As f'ar as the spine is C'Oncernccl, I do not see anything 
wrong with it. 
Q. I am asking you about the intestineR. 
A. I am not any authority 011 the intestines at alL You will 
have to ask somebody.else. 
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Q. You can see in there everything in there is loose. 
A. The spine looks very good. 
page 67 ~ Q. I mean, that intestine-
The Court: He says he is not an expert on that . 
. Mrs. Crist: He is an X-ray man, and cannot read them T 
The Court: He is not an X-ray man. 
By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. ·win yon look n t that blockage ? 
. A. This is December 7, 1932. Thi:;; is the material yoll are 
referring· to. That frequently occurs in a good percentage of 
the cases in· which we do the tests and causes no disabling 
symptoms. 
By the Court: 
Q. Looking: at the fi1m you have on December 7, what kind 
of fluid was in there, assuming that amount of fluid is the 
amount of flnid that was left the.re or the fluid you see there 
as the remainder of the myelogram fluid referred to, is that an 
excessive amount of fluid or au ordinary amount, or is that 
an above average amount of fluid to remain after such an op-
eration? 
A. No, sir. That is often the cas,J. That is approximately 
two or three e. c. 's, which is less than half, I would say, of the 
amount originally used, an<l that is often seen in these cases 
after the proce<lure is finished. . · 
Q. ·would you look at that film which yon say is December 
7, and the other one you referred to us some previous dateY 
A. March of this year. Here is March of 1953 
pag·e 68 ~ right. here. · 
Q. Is the amount shown in the two films appr9xi: 
mately the 8Hme? · · 
A. I think it is a shade less in the :\Inrch Yie,•l. The whole 
column is 11a1Tower, distinctly, than it wa8 in the previous 
testimony, and I think serial films will cel'tainl~r ghow· a marked 
reduction if not obliteration of the colmnn in a year. · 
By :Mrs. Crist : . 
Q. w· oul<l you please measnre that and ~ec if it is not the 
same thing-7 
A. Measure it? 
Q. Yes, thnt fluid. You say it has changed. I measured it 
and.it has not cl1ang·ed. 
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The Court : Do you have any way to measure it? 
The Witness: I have no centimeter here. 
The Court: Show the jury where it is. 
The Witness: It should be looked at against the light. M~y 
I step down? 
The Court: Yes, sir. 
The Witness: This is the earliest film, made eight months 
after the test was done. This opaque material is the oil that 
we use. We use six centimeters, which is fully twice that 
much. When we do tests, it would come up to here, and at the 
conclusion of the procedure, with the needle in position, all 
· you can get out is aspirated out. 
page 69 ~ Sometimes we cannot get every drop out, as in 
the case of 1\frs. Crist. You get out all you can. 
This is eight months after. 
Here is the following March, which would be three. months 
l~ter, 11 months afterward. Let us look at. them together. It 
is not a marked difference, but I think it is obvious the right 
side is a little smaller than the left. I am sure it is smaller, 
and this is falling·. That will gradually go do,vn and disap-
pear. 
Mrs. Crist: It will gradually kill me, too. 
The Witness It takes some time, but it disappears event-
ually. 
Mrs. Crist: How about those slipped joint:;;? 
The Court: Do you tl1ink tl~ero is any prolmbility that the 
presence of that in there will kill her 0? 
The Wit:ness : No. I think it is impossible. 
Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, it is affecting my heart right now. 
The Court: All right. How about the slipped joints? 
The Witness: The slipped joints·? I would not want to 
pass on that, either, because that is an orthopedic problem 
· and I am not an orthopedic man. 
1 The Court: What is the date of that, Doctor? 
. A. June 18, 1951. 
The Court: Is that prior to yom examination T 
page 70.} The Witness : Yes, sir. 
The Court : Oil 1 
The Witness: No, sir. It shows none whatsoever. 
· The Court: Are there any other questions about that, Mrs. 
Crist? 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. And there is nothing wrong with that spine 1 
A. That spine looks very good. 
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·Q. How -about these neck vertebra-es T 
The Court~ Will you tell us now what films you :are loGk--
lng au 
The Witness: These are two August-I cannot make out 
the year, August something. 
Mrs .. Crist~ A.ug·ust of 1952. 
The Witness: August, 1952, yes. These are two views ·of 
tl m cervical spine and neck, I should say. This is the so-called 
oblique view here, and this is an anti-posterior view taken 
right straight throug·h the neck. It does not show the lateral 
view, whic11 is the one we rely on a great deal. This would not 
lmve anything to do with t11c trouble in the back or leg. 
]3y Mrs. Crist-: 
·Q. No, but I have liad trouble :with my throat ever since the · 
:ac.cident, and there is a slipped disk in my neck, to~ 
A. I do not sec anything- like that liere. 
1mge 71 } Q. When I ,vas in your hospHal, what was my 
tempera tu re? 
A. It varied from 99 and a fraction to 100 or 101. I have it 
here. 100.8 was the 11ighest reading .. 
Q. The clay of cliscl1arge, which ·wns on April 27J 1952J how 
much was my temperature? 
A. 99.6, the last reading. 
Q. What time was that? 
A. That was at 4 :00 p. m. 
Q. I was not in your hospital at 4 :00 p. m. on April 27. 
The Court: You did not ask him anything·. You stated 
that. He said his records were that your temperature at 4 :00 
p. m. was 99.6. He might not be telling the trutb~ 
Q. Was I in your hospita} at 4 :00 p. m. on April 27th? 
A. I have no idea what hour you left. 
Q. What right do you have having a temperature chart there 
for me at that time T It is false. Everything is false. 
A. The last we have, we have when you left, was 99,6, 
Q. At what time? 
A. At 4 :00 p. m. it says here. 
Q. On April 27, at 4:00 p. m., I was not in your hospital at 
4 :00 p. m. So it is false. Every statement is false. 
The Court : It is false, then. Go ahead and ask him the 
next question. He says that is what tl1e record shows, 
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Q. Could you teU me·wI1y you wourd not perform that myefo-
gram on meY What was your reasons? 
pagci 72 f A. I nave- 11ot performed them, as a rule-, for 
some years. Our staff, which is very capable he 
that respect, does them all. · 
Q~ Didn't you make it ciear wnen I first entered your office· 
~n the hospita:l,. which your office· is irr the hospital, didn't you 
make a: statement to me I was involved in Iaw·suits and attor=-
neys ancT you were not going to do· anything for me-f 
A. Tne statement was in tMs situation we- prefer not to ex-
amine yon airrd render a report unless yon would excuse· us, if' 
possible, from court trials. 
Q'. Didn "t I sig11 a: statement that yon told me you were go-
ing· to operate on me if I sig·necl tnatY Do you tI1ink I would~ 
c~e into your hospital and let anybody go into· my spine-? 
..A.. I think Hle statement is Tie-re, ff you want to g·et the· exact 
wording of that. · 
Q. I was takip:g your word for it.. 
· The Court: You say yon Imve tlie statement tlierel 
The Witness: Yes. 
The Court:- Would you rNtcl tI1e statement she signed in 
your presence¥ You read it to the jury. 
Tlie ,vitness: It i8 elated April 23, 1952·. '' To WI10m It 
May Concern: This is to eertify that I hercb~r agree- not to· 
cause a subpoena to l)e served on Dr .. John M. 1\lferccTit.li for· 
his appearance and tesiimony in any court fn my bel1alf n t 
anytime. 11 Signed, Ma.ry L. Crist. "Acknowledged a:ncI sub-· 
sc1~ibecl before me,'' a-ncl signed by the- Notary 
pag·e 73 f Public. 
Mrs. Crist: There- was no N otrrrv Public int 
there· when I sig·ned Hmt. There was 110body hut you and L 
Where·was tl1e Notary Publie?' 
The, Witness: You spoke fo IIe-r <luring· your stay there. 
Mrs. CriHt: I spoke to a nurse, your ordinary nurse· who 
came in and helped me get d l'essed. Why didn't you tell me· 
she was a Notarv Public? 
The ,vitncss :· You signed the statement. 
Mrs. Crist: I was in such a state when I cnme down there· 
after that trip, which I was in such a state, riding in a car-
The Court: He is only here to answer the <1ncstions you ask 
hi:tn. . 
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Bv Mrs. Crist: 
"Q. Didn't you tell me unless I signed this statement you 
would not operate on me·? 
A. No. 
l\frs. Crist: That is exactly what you said. 
Could I ask him some more questions after Mr. Boothe gets 
through with him f 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, I would like to have those X-rays 
that have been shown put in evidence. 
The Court: As long as ho has testified .about them, I think 
y~:m are entitled to put them in evidence. . 
Mr. Boothe: I would like to l1ave them put in 
page .7 4 ~ evidence., 
The Court : Are there five here f 
The Witness: There are ::--ix, here, Your Honor. 
:Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, may I ask him one more question 7 
"Thy do my legs feel like butcher knives cutting me from 
here all the way down, and why ~:loes my pulse drop, and why 
do my legs turn green? I would like to have you see my legs 
right now, how green they are, and black. 
By the Court : 
Q. Assuming- that her legR do feel like hntcher knives are 
cutting her and turn green, can you express an opinion as to 
whv that is so? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know why that is so? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have yon seen lwr legs gTcen '? 
A. No. I lmvc nevel' Reen them green. 
:l\Irs. Crist: :May I ~how him my legs, Yonr Honor? · 
The Court: If he wants to make the examination. It is up 
to him. · 
l\frs. Crist: There is nu infection in my legs coming from 
thnt bloclrng-e in my spine. 
· The Comt: Do you have any more que~t ions, Mrs. Crist! 
You can tell the jury you have nn infect.ion in your 
page 75 ~ legs, they arc green, when you µ;ct on the witness 
stand. l\T e will let you tell tlwm everything you 
want to tell them. · 
All rig·ht, l\Ir. Boot he. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Boothe : 
Q. Doctor, I believe you said your name is Dr. John l\L 
Meredith? 
A. Yes, sir . 
. · Q. You do practice in Richmond Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What medical school did you graduate from? 
A. The University of Pennsylvania. 
Q. Are you in any special line of medicine 1 
A. Yes, sir, in neurological surgery. 
Q. How long have you been in that type of medical world 
A. I have been in that type of work for 21 years. 
Q. How long have you been in Richmorld? 
A. Since 1934. 
Q. The Plaintiff in this case was sent to you by Dr. Henry 
Ifadley of Wasl1ington, as I understand 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For the purpose of having- a myelogram made and mak-
ing other tests to see whether or not she had a ruptured or a 
slipped disk? 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 76 r Q. This myclog-ram that you refer to was made 
between April 23 and April 27? 
A. Yes, sir. It was carried out on April 24, 1952. 
Q. That was made by a doctor f 
A. Dr. Robert Waters on my staff. 
Q. Of the staff of the Medical Collep:e of Virginia? 
. ~. Of the neurosurgical staff of the Medical College of Vir-
g·1111a. 
Q. Are you also attached to the neurosurg'ical staff of the 
Meq.ical .College of Virginia? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you in charge of that work there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you tell us whether the myelogram did reveal any 
disk injury of any kind Y 
A. No, sir. The myelogram was perfectly normal. 
Q. Was there any other kind of injury to the back f 
A. No. We had plain filmi;; made, too, and they showed no 
abnormality of the lumbosacral spine, the lower five vertebrae, 
and those plain films were nornml. 
Q. Let me ask you ag·ain. You say the lumbosacral-
A. The lumbosacral spine. 
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'Q. Is tl1at the lower portion of the spine? 
A. That is the lower five verte·brae of the spin~, and the 
:sacrum is the last large bone at the very end of the 
})age 77 ~ spine which connects UJJ to the pelvis.. It shows 
very well on some of these fihns here. 
One or two of those are plain films, except for the colon X-
ray, which is irregular. 
Q. I would like you to identify these. I hand you here first 
un X-ray purporting to have -been taken in Arlington Hos-
pital, Arlington, Virginia, of Mary Crist on July 5, 1951, and 
:ask you if you ean identify the portion of the back shown in 
that X-ray? · 
A. Yes, sir. This shows the twelfth thoracic, which is the 
-0ne part of the sacrum. Here is an anterior-posterior view, 
as it is called, taken through the body, and a lateral view which 
is not here, was· taken sl1owing no abnormality. 
Q .. Was anything- alJnormal ·shown in that X-ray at alU 
A. I do 11ot sec anything abnormal in tl1ese vertebrae. 
l\[r~ Bootlie: Your Honor, I ·would like to introduce that as 
Defendant's Exhibit No. 1. 
The Court-: Y 011r teRtimony in regard to tl1is Defendant's 
Exhibit No. 1 is applying to tlie backbone? 
The Witness~ To the vertebrae, yes, sir. 
The Court : You do not know anything- .about the colon 7 
The Witness: N oJ sir. 
Bv Mr. Bootlie ~ 
··Q. Here is another X-ray of l\for}r Crist, apparently taken 
at Arlington Hospital, Arlington, Virginia, July 
page 78 } 5, 1951. What part of the anatomy is that an X-ray 
of? . 
.A. This shows the 11th thoracic vertebrae, 10th, 11th and 
12th, and it shows a lot of barium in the colon. Then you can 
see three other lumbar vertebrae, and the posterior-anterior 
yfow taken right through the body. They look all right.. 
The Court : Yon want that inf 
Mr. Boothe: Yes, sir. That will be Defenflant's Exhibit 
No. 2. 
Q. Here is a third X-ray, same date, also Arlington, Vir-
ginia. I wonder if you could identify that. 
A. These are obviously X-rays of the colon and stomach, 
and they obscure the vertebrae. All you can see on here are 
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the lower thoracic and lumbar verlebTae, as you see. This is: 
a lateral view, brrt there iB' so much barium in the colon you 
cannot see anytf:ting of ilu~ ve-rtebrae at all lielpful, I would: · 
say~ 
Q. Is barium the sabstarrce used in t~krng pictures of' the-
intestines? 
A. Yes, sir. That is opaque, also, like the ool ;. that is usually 
drunk,. mid it g·oes· all the· way thro1.1g.,i. 
Mr. Boothe·: Tb complete tl1e recordr we ouglit fo put this: 
in as· Def enda:nt 's Exhibit No:. 3 ... 
The Court:- Unless you have somebody else he're, I do not 
know what use it is. 
Mr .. Boothe ~ Dr. Schwa:rtz is: going. to be- here,. 
page n ~· I understand. 
(Said X-rays were recefred in evidence and marked ''De-
fendant "s· Exhibits Nos. 1, 2 amd 3. '") 
By Mr: Bootlm :· 
Q. Is this X-ray similar; alsd, t1ie s·ame· elate- mid same place f' 
A. Y e-s, sir~ That is similar to one a couple back there show-
ing the lower three thoracic. You see the ribs atta:cI1 there ancI 
the five on down. This is where tlie disks are- focated, here,. 
and tncy nsuaHy-I mig-nt add that the plain X-rays do not 
~ctually show the disk. They sI1aw· only ,vhere the disk 
normally is, and m1e assumes,- untrutllfully, sometimes, wl1ere· 
the disk is. TI1e real showing of the disk is with tne oil 
Q. Is there any abnormality of th~ S})ine sliown in this X-
ray f 
· A. No, sir. I do not sea any nt all.. 
l\fr. Boothe: T11is is Dr. Hudgins'", taken in June·. I do nof 
see· much use in putting it in, unless Mrs·. Grist wants rt inr 
She can put it in if she wants·. 
Q. This is one clnted December- 7, 1952, ancT trrn:t is one for 
·X-rays showing the myelog.ram fluid, is that correcO 
.A. That is correct, yes· .. 
The Court: That is tl1e one You lrnd before? 
Mr. Boothe: Yes, sir. I would like to put tbat in as De-
fendant's Exhibit No. 4. 
The Court:. All rig·hL 
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''Defendant's Exhibit No. 4.") !. 
By Mr. Boothe: 
Q. And then this is the one in l\[nrch, 1953, Dr. Henry Had-
ley, which you examined on direct examination, too? 
A. Yes, sir. That is the one we saw before. 
The Court: That is Defendant's Exhibit No. 5. 
(Said X-ray was received in evidence and marked "Defend-
ant's Exhibit No.~.") 
By Mr. Boothe: 
Q. Doctor, wliat is this one I now hand you dated March, 
1953, Dr. Henry Hnc1ley? · 
A. This is the cervical spine up in the neck, and anterior-
posterior view. It looks pretty good. I do not see much wrong 
there. I might Rec the late1~al view before I pass on the verte-
brae. You cannot see too much there. 
Q. In other words, that is not final1y conclusive f 
A. Exactly. . 
Q. Does any abnormality show in there? 
A. I do not sec anything particularly there, no. It is .the 
cervical spine. .Also, it sho,vs the upper thoracic vertebra·e, 
only the chest. 
l\fr. Boothe: I would like to put that in as Defendant's E~-
l1ibit No. 6. 
(Said X-:ray was received in evidence and marked "Defend:.. 
.ant's Exhibit :N"o. 6. ") 
'iz 
page 81. ~ By l\fr. Bootl1e: ' ,!.· 
Q. These, I believe you said, were two X-rays of 
the head f Is that taken from th~ front! 
.A. Yes, sir. This i~ t11e i;:lrnll and it shows·the cervical verte-
brae, also. This is taken, I imagine, the patient is lying on 
her back, actually, and shows the skull, nnd it also looks all 
rig·llt to me. · 
... Q. There is no nbnormality shown there? 
A. No, sir. 
l\fr. Boothe: That will be Defendant's Exhibit No.'7. ·.i: 
The Court : All rig·ht. 
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(Said X-ray was received in evidence and marked ''Defend-
ant's Exhibit No. 7. ") 
By Mr. Boothe: 
. Q. And this one here T 
A. That is the lateral view of the skull and again shows 
the cervical spine and the neck, of which there are seven verte-
brae .. I see six. That is a good view. I do not see anything 
wrong with that. 
Mr. Boothe: Let that go in as Exhibit No. 8. 
(Said X-ray was reC'eived in evidence and marked "Defend-
ant's Exhibit No. 8. ") · 
By-Mr. Boothe: 
Q. In addition to doing the myelogTam, did you make any 
further examination or other examination of Mrs. 
page 82 ~ Crist 1 
.A. Yes, sir. I examined Mrs. Crist in the office 
when she first came down to us on April 23. All this examin-
ing is in a preliminary way be.fore we do these tests, and the 
staff do it, too, in the hospital. · 
Q. Did you make any diagnosis of her condition, her trouble, 
at that time? 
A. Her complaints were, I know, largely, if not wholly, sub-
jective complaints of the patient herself. The reflexes were 
all right, and the aching of the hack when you press on the 
vertebrae and so on, t1lere is no way to ~aup:e the intensity of 
that except by the patient's statement. It may be very severe, 
it may not be. 
From the standpoint of objective findings, particula.rly re-
flex change or muscle change, atrophy or shrinking of muscles; 
there was no atrophy found. It was entirely subjective. 
Q. Objective findings are those you can see by various tests Y 
A. Yes, sir. That is quite right. 
Q . .And subjective complaints are tl1ose that are made by 
the patient? 
A. Exactly. 
Q. They cannot be substantiated by anything that you can-
not see? 
A. That is right, just as in heaclacl1e and dizziness after in-
jury. You eannot prove them or disprove them. 
_page 83 } Q. As I understand, in Mrs. Crist 's case, the 
findings were almost entirely subjective? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. Diel you recommend a course of treatment for her Y 
A. I then wrote Dr. Hadley after we clid these tests after 
n four-clay stav in our hospital from April 23 to April 27. 
She then went home that later date, and I wrote Dr .. Hadley 
:about the case and having- done our basic appraising as we 
:almost invariably do, we tlm11 request _and sug-gest that ortho-
pedic treatment be utilized, which involves sleeping on a hard 
lJed, wearing a brace, and so on. 
Q. That is wlmt you call the conservative treatment? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you recommended that in case the subjective claims 
were true, that is, if l\frs. Crist were suffering from the pain 
she complained of? Yon recommended tliat t 
A. Yes. 
Q. You did not find that she wns suffering from the com-
plaints sl1e made at any time? : · · 
A. We had only her subjective statements in support of 
that. The X-ravs and the oral test sl10w-ed no measurable -dif-
ficulty. ~ 
Q. Do you lmve m1y of your original records with you at the 
time! 
A. I have my office notes and the hospital chart here, also. 
page 84 } l\fr. Boothe: Your Honor, I wonder if I could 
have a couple of minutes to look at that f 
The Court: It is half-past twelve. You may have an hour; 
if vou want to. 
Mr. Boothe: I am just about through with the Doctor. 
The Court: She says she wants to examine him again, too. 
Mr. Boothe: Would Your Honor allow me to look at the 
notes while Mrs. Crist is continuing! 
The Court: All right. All right, Mrs. Crist. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mrs. Crist! 
Q. Dr. Mereditl1, while I was in yol1r hospital, did you know 
they absolutely refused to do anything for me f 
A. No. I am not aware of that. . 
Q. I was vomiting. Not one nurse would come near me, and 
my next door neighbor, Edna Simmons, stayed with me all 
day after that myelogram because no nurse would do anything 
for me. 
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I asked them tor heat. They said they did not liave:· any hot 
water bottles or any :hem pacls to-put on:me· .. 
.A.. I know tnis-
Tbe· Court:- Waft a minute .. 
Q. But the· neigI1bor did :fincT a rubber ring irr the cfos·ei. ST1~ 
had me to sit in tha:t because· I hurt so all in the lower spine,. 
until I thought I would lose my mind, I was so sicir. 
page· 85 f The Court : Mrs. Crist, you are· not asking I1im: 
any qne·stiorrs, m1cI lie says I1e- cTom, not Irnow any-
thing about it. 
Mrs. Crist: That is the reas001 T1e says the-re is nothing 
wrong with me, because tllere was not anyone there. 
The Court: T11e Doctor is nere to miswer questions aoout 
things he- knows ~ bouL 
By Mrs. Crist:- . 
Q. Did the nurses can you on Hle teiepI1one and tell you to 
put some heat on me f 
A. No. I usually attend to tl1at myseif. 
Q. I called you in your office-. I had a phone beside my l1ccT .. 
Didn't your secretary or your nurse, whicI1ever yau ma:y calf 
her, didn 1t she tell you I wanted heat r 
A.. I do not recall that, ~frs. Crist. 
Q. Didn't you tell me on the day I left you would gfre mei 
those X-rays to sI1ow Dr. Hadley, and then wI1en I got rencTr 
to leave, you told Dr. Olds to cal1 me on tTm phone and got in 
an arg·ument with me about thoS'e X-rays! 
The Court: Did you tell her yon would p;ive T1er·the X-rnys-
for Dr. Hadley nnd then tell Dr .. Olds 011 tI1e telephone to get 
in an argument about itt 
The Witness·:- No, sir. I clo not re<:alI tlrnt at alL 
By l\Irs. Crist: 
Q. Didn't yoti tell me I could I1ave tl10se X-rays ·r 
A. No. · TI~cy are usually the property of tTie· 
pag·e 86 ~ I10spital. Reports nre sent out. 
Q. Didn't you come in and tell me I conlcl go 
home nnd I asked yon for the X-rays f 
.A. I do not r·emember saying· that. Tlrnt come·s up, and we· 
usually tell them they are the property of the I10spital and we 
will issue reports to the doctors_ 
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· Q. Do you know I went into Dr. Hadley's hospital the same 
day I left your hospital because I was so sick and miserable 
~nd my temperature was 101 when I went into his hospital Y 
A. I do not think your temperature was 101 when you left 
our hospital. 
The Court: She did not ask you that. She said, did you 
know she went into Dr. Hadley's hospital the same day she 
left your. hospital? · 
The Witness : No. I do not know of that. 
Mrs. Crist: I wanted l1irn to know I had a record. 
The Court: He does not want to know anything. He is 
he re to tell what he knows. 
Mrs. Crist: He did not want to know anything. 
The Court: Maybe that is true. I do not know. 
Mrs. Crist: He put me in there. and left me to die, but I 
did not die. 
The Court: He is just here to tell what he knows. 
Bv Mrs. Crist : 
page 87 ~ ·Q. Did you discuss this with doctors up here? 
A. No. I did not discuss it. 
Q. At anv time? 
A. I do n-ot recall speaking to any doctor up here except niy 
correspondence to Dr. Hadley, which is on record. 
Q. Who told you that Dr. Engh had bC'en treating me, and 
Dr. ·waters? 
A. I do not recall that. 
The Court: Did anybody ever tell you t11at Dr. Engh had 
been treating her V 
The vVitne8s: No, Rir. I do not recall tliat. I do recaU that 
she herself told us that Dr. Schwartz-tlmt she had consulted 
Dr. Schwartz, I belieYe. 
By l\I rs. Crist : 
Q. Didn't I write yon that in_ a letter? 
A. I do- not recall. I do remember that yon did say that Dr. 
Schwartz had seen you before you came to us. . : 
Q. Dr. Engh said I had to go see n neurolog·ist ·and my at-
torney at that time told me to go to Dr. Rizzoli. 
The Court: Are you aRking him anything·? ·what is the 
next question yon have, lVlrs. Crist 7 
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Mrs. Crist: I asked him if he had discussed it with other 
cloctors up here. 
The Court: He said no. 
Mrs. Crist: But other doctors down there told 
page 88 ~ me they had, because they had talked with Dr. 
Schwartz and Dr. Engh. 
The Court: If that is so, either he or they must be telling 
·something that is untrue. He said he did not talk to auy other 
doctor about it. That is the answer to your question. 
What is the next question f 
By Mrs. Crist: . 
Q. How did you know I had been in this bus accident if you 
ltad not discussed it with some doctor 1 
A. I do not know, unless it was Dr. Hadley's original com-
munication or phone call to us. 
Q. Do you have that original communication there? 
A. No. I cannot find it in my records. It may have been 
a phone call. I am not certain. 
The Court: Did she give you her history when she came 
down there, herself? 
The Witness. Yes. She g·ave us a history of her condition. 
She was injured in December, 1950. 
The Court: When she gave you that history, did she tell 
you she had been injured in a bus? 
Mrs. Crist: Yes, but, Your Honor, Ile knew all about it as 
soon as I entered his office. He said to me, '' You are involved 
in lawsuits and attornevs." 
The Court: Do you have any other question~ 
By lvfrs. Crist: 
page· 89 ~ Q. Didn't you make that statement to meC 
A. I never made___;you told me about being· in a 
bus accident. 
Q. Didn't you tell me as soon as I shut the door that I ,vas 
involved in lawsuits and that I wns favoring my left leg, I 
would not put it down, because I was favoring it? Don't you 
remember! 
A. I do not recall. 
Q. You do not remember anything· that is for me? 
The Court: You arc not to arg·ue with the witness. No wit-
ness is brought on this stand to he insulted by anybody. You 
cannot do that. 
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Q.. When I came down and you discovered I was carrying a. 
temperature, isn't there something wrong with a patient when 
they carry a temperature? 
A. Yes.. Ninety-nine is a usual event and difficult to ex:.. 
plain. 
Q. Didn·'t you say it was 1011 
A. That was after tbe oil study, not the day you came into 
tlie hospital. 
·Q. W11at was it the day I entered yom· office! You took it 
on the day when I entered your office... How much was it that 
·day! 
A. You took it when you entered the hospital the same day. 
We saw you in t1m office. The entering tempera-
page 90 } ture was 97.8. 
Q. Wlmt time was that·? 
A. That was at 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon .. 
Q. What date? 
A. On April 23. That is ·subnormal 
The Court: Next question.. 
Mrs.. Crist: Ido not have ·any more.questions, Your Honor. 
RE-CROSS ~~AMIN.ATION .. 
Bv Mr. Boothe: 
·Q. I just want to ask you one question, sir. As a matter of 
fact, Mrs. Crist wrote a letter thanking the hospital for the 
kind treatment shown l1er on or about the 5th of June? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And later on she wrote a letter to Governor Battle in a 
little different tone t 
A. Yes, the same date. 
Q. Did you not indicate that in your opinion a great deal 
of her difficultv was functional 1 
A. Yes, sir, ·1 did. 
Q. And functional difficulty is au other name for neurosis 
or malingering? 
A. It is something· that is not based on organic changes in 
the spine or the nerves, certainly .. 
page 91 } FURTHER RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Mrs. Crist : 
·Q. Isn't it true, Doctor-
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The Court :- If we are- going to· go into· thfa aga:in-
Mrs. Crist :· I am only going to· ask one- question. 
The Court:. That is what he said.. 
By- Mrs. Crist = 
Q. Isn't it true· I wrote that '' thanir· you ior tlie· kincl treat-
ment'" for you. tO' rea:d betweeu tTle· lrnes as· an insult! 
. A. I have no way of knowing that, l\frs .. Crist. 
Mrs'. Crist: That is exactlly wha:t rt wa:s intended for .. 
The Court : Any more questions Y 
Mrs-. Crist: No. 
The Court :- That is' all, Dador. Thamk yO'lI veary nmcfa. 
We will recess for an .hour .. 
(Whereupon, at ~2 :40 oi'cfock p-. m., thrs T1euring~ was- ad-
journed until 1 :45 o·'clock p. m. of the san1e day .. } 
~-
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was called as a witnessoy tbe Plaintiff ancT, having· been first 
duly sworn, was examined arrcl testified a~ follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By the Court : 
Q. Will you state your namer 
A~ Raymond' ScI1warfa .. 
Q. Are you a: dactor? 
A. Yes·, sfr. 
Q. Do you l1ave any particular field! 
A. Internal medicine. 
Q. Where do yon practice 1 
A. In Arlington. 
Q .. Have you had occasion to examine l\frs .. Crist, tlie Plain-
fiff in tllis case·?' 
.page 94 f A. Yes, I have. 
Q .. ,vhen was that done, please, sir 1· 
A. We saw her in Arlington: Hospitat from J m1ei 27' through 
July 8 of 195!. 
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Q. June 27 to July 8, 1951, in Arlington Hospital? 
A. Yes, sir. 
The Court : All right, Mrs. Crist. 
I. 
By Mrs. Crist: 1, 
Q: Dr. Schwartz, who hired you 1 
A. I was called to see you in consultation by Dr. Ferry. 
Q. What date was that f 
A. That was on June 27, as best I can recollect. 
Q. What was the first time you smv me f 
A. F-rom this record, on June 27. 
Q. I entered the hospital ,June 27. You did not see me until 
the 28th. · 
The Court: You asked him and he said it was June 27. He 
might be wrong, hut that is what he said. 
Q. What did Dr. Ferry hire you for 1 
A. w·e were asked to review the situation as relates to 
other causes for your problem than was pertinent to the ortho-
pedic situation. 
_Q. Didn't you know that Dr. Ferry sent me there for a back 
injury? 
A. That is correct. 
page 95 ~ Q. Is it customary when a patient goes into a 
hospital for a hnck injury that you start looking 
for TB and start giving them double doses of TB germs Y 
A. It is usual to attempt to find the nature of the trouble. 
Q. The nature of the trouble, you were hired to look for my 
back, not to give me TB s·erms. 
The. Court: You a re a l'guing a bout it now. · 
Q. When was the first time you <li<l anything for my back, 
when vou X-rnvcd my back 1 
A. In fact, 1·1iavc hacl very little to do with the care of your 
back, directly. 
Q. Did you gh·e me two TB serums by rni8take Y 
A. I have recollection that i)"ou lmd a tuberculin test to de-
termine whether vou were iri: tuberculosis or for whatever 
cause it w·as for ~hat seemed to be fever at the time of your 
hospital admission. 
Q. What date was those TB tests given to me? 
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A. I do not recall the exact dates. 
Q. When was the first time that you gave me an X-ray for 
my back? 
A. Your back was X-rayed, I believe, while you were in the 
hospital, but as to date, I do not know, and those X-rays were 
ordered by other physicians. 
Q. Don't you know, or did you know that those 
page 96 f X-rays were not given to me until just a few days 
before I left the hospital 7 
A. I do not l1ave recollection of that. 
Q. But still I went in there for my back, and those X-rays 
were not taken until I was almost ready to be released. 
The Court: He does not know that. 
Q. How much was my temperature? 
·. · The Court: Do you have a record of that, Doctod 
The Witness: The hospital record is in the Court Room 
and we can review that. 
The Court: Could you tell by looking at it if it was given 
to yon? 
The Witness: Yes. 
The Court: ·who has the record 1 
Mr. Boothe: Mrs. Cassidy. 
The Court: Let him have it, will you please f 
You did not take these readings yourself, did you, sid 
The ·witness: These temperatures were taken by a nurse. 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, ,\re have no objection to anything 
that the doctor testifies to from the hospital records. 
The Court: He did not take them and you are reading from 
a record somebody else made? 
The Witness: Yes, that iR right. 
page 97 ~ The Court: What was the temperature reading? 
The Witness: The highest temperature recorded 
was 99.8, and that was on the first two days of the patient's 
hospital course. Thereafter, the temperature was within 
normal limits. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Did you release me from Arlington Hospital f 
·A~ I did not discharge you from Arlington Hospital; 
Q. Who discharged me from Arlington Hospital! 
A. Can I quote from the ·record? Dr. Ferry discharged you 
by telephone call from Arlington Hospital. Shall I read the 
note co~cerning· that discharge? 
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The Court: Not unless she asks for it. 
1\f rs. Crist~ Y c:s. 
The ·witness: Patient wants to go home .. 
Mrs. Crist: Patient did not want to go home. 
The Court: He does not ]mow that. He is reading notes 
from the hospital record. He did not say you wanted to go 
home. 
Mrs. Crist: I never heard such false statements in all my 
life, a poor, little, old, innocent girl, trying to protect herself .. 
The Court: You are just arguing·. 
By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. ·what day was it I was discharged from the 
page 98 } hospital? 
A. You were discharged on the 8th of July.. I 
am correct that I did see you initially on the 28th of June. 
That is absohltely correct. 
Q. When I went home and was on bed rest at home, didn:,t 
you and Dr. :Masterson have conferences stating that I would 
liave to go into traction t 
A. I have 110 recollection of tl1at .. 
Q. Didn't you call me and tell me that I had to go in trac-
tion? 
A. I did not on any occasion call you. 
Q. Didn't you tell me that I was going over to Anderson 
Clinic under your supervision and for me to call you the next 
day, that you would be right over to see me, isn't that true? 
A .. I do recall that you were subsequently aµmitted to An-
clerson Clinic, but that was not under my direction. 
Q. Didn't -you, when I got home, didn't you make a state-
ment to me that the reason you did not visit me in Arlington 
Anderson Clinic was because you had to have an invitation 
to go over there f · 
A. I have no recollection of that statement. 
Q. Didn't you call me and tell me that I had to go back into 
traction f 
A. I hR,re no recollection of that. My concern was at no 
time with your orthopedic problem. 
· Q. What were you doing for the orthopedic prob-
page 99 } lem, g·iving· me TB germs, I guess. 
The Court: Don't argue with him. You ask him and let 
him answer it. . 
Q. What were you doing for the orthopedic problem T 
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The Witne-ss-: My concern clicT nCYt relate to Ure oo-thop·edie 
problem directly at all. 
The Court: The answer is noihingf 
The ,v~tness: Y~s, sir. That is correct .. 
:By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. Didn't Dr. J\fastersan arid Dr. Engh call you on several 
occasions after I was out of traction: and tried t<lY g-et you to, 
make me go back to Anderson Clinic r 
A. I do not have recollection of t:hat ai aU. 
Mrs· .. Grist:: Yau:r Honor, may I see an X-ray that you have, 
up theTef 
The Court : Yes, indecdi you can see all of the'I!n .. 
By Mrs. Crist : · 
Q .. What is wi:ittert orr tiiat X-ray f 
The Witness: I might ask, Y onr Honor, again, a:s to tl1e 
situation general1y. We have the feeling tbat I shouicl testify 
as to what relates to- facts and not a:s relates tO" other than the, 
fact ·alone.. · 
The Court: Yes, sir. You mean, you do not want to givea. 
an opinion because you have not been paid for it? 
The ,vitness : That is correct. 
page 100· ~ The Court: You ab~olutely stancT on your 
rights, then. That is my opinion, she cannot have' 
any opinion out of you. That is the only thing you have to 
sell. 
The Witness: What do you want me to ten you, what is· 
wrong with you? 
:M::rs ... Crist: Tha:t X-ray-tliis is my life that is at stake·,, 
not money. :Money does not mean anything·. 
The Court: He says· T]e· refuses to testify. 
Mrs. Crist: He says he wants to be paid, isn ''t tbat correct r 
"That do you want to charge me to tell me what is wrong with 
your X-ray right l1ere t 
The Witness: Cnn I engage in this conversation? 
The Court: ,Vhat is your usual fee, Doctor, for appearing 
in Court as an expert witnessr Do you have a standard fee 
for thatf 
The Witness : I clo not. I think it depends considerably on 
the situation involved, but it would be possible I1ere that one 
might be engaged in rnnch discussion as relates to-
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, may I make a statement!' 
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· The Court : Yes, sir. 
Mr. Boothe: The Defendant is very anxious for all the evi-
dence to get into this ease. vVe will pay the doctor's bill. 
The Court: Whatever it is¥ 
Mr. Boothe: Whatever it is. 
page 101 ~ The Witness: I appreciate that point of view. 
The Court: She asked you what is wrong with 
the X-ray. I suppose she means what does the X-ray show 
is wrong with her. 
Mrs. Crist: It is a ruptured spleen is what I think it is. 
The Witness: There is no X-ray finding- consistent with a 
ruptured spleen, and as one would view this X-ray, it is an 
X-ray of the colon. There is no abnormality there. 
Bv Mrs. Crist: 
"Q. ,vhy did you hesitate to answer me without charging me 
a fee for telling me there is nothing wrong with it f · 
· A. It is merely court procedure. 
Mrs. Crist~ Is that correct, Your Honor? 
The Cout: That is absolutely correct. The only thing he 
has to sell is his advice, and lie cannot give it to you any more 
than anyone in his office. 
Mrs. Crist: I am trying to be honest about the whole thing. 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, could we have that X-ray identi-
fied? 
Mrs. Crist: It is identified. The Judge has those. 
Mr. Boothe: Show which X-ray he was looking at, please. 
The Court: What is the number, please, Doctor¥ 
The Witness: It is Exhibit No. 1. 
page 102 ~ The Court: Defendant's Exhibit No. 1. 
Mr. Boothe: The Doctor had reference to De-
feridant 's Exl1ibit No. 1 in his answer? 
The Court: That is right. 
By l\Irs. Crist: 
Q. Doctor, when I g·ot out of traction. I tried to get you for 
three days. Why wouldn't you want to di~cuss my ailment 
with me 1 
A. I do not have the recollection that yon attempted to reach 
me over that period of time. 
Q. If I can remember all these culls, why ran 't you Y 
·1' 
The Court: He says he cannot. Of con ri:,o, you are assum ... 
ing he cannot because helms not agreed to it. 
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Q. Why woulcln 't you call me, then? Can I ask it that way! 
, The Court : You are assuming be did not. You ought to 
ask him first whether he did. 
Mrs. Crist: He did not because I was home all the time. I 
have never left my home since December, 1951, except to go 
to the Doctor. 
The Court: You can testify to that later. 
The Witness: I believe we talked with you on perhaps two 
occasions while you were at the borne. 
The Court: What point is this! After you left? When was 
ity 
page 103 ~ Mrs. Crist: When I left Anderson Clinic. I 
was without a doctor. I could not get no doctor 
to do anything for me. There I was, ~dck, carrying· a tempera-
ture of 101. I couldn't walk. 
By the Court: 
Q. After she left Anderson Clinic, Doctor, do you have any 
_knowledge of her attempting to get in touch with you at that 
time? 
A. I have the recollection there were a number of telephone 
calls. 
Q. Did you get in touch with her as a result of those tele-
phone calls? 
A. I think we talked to her on a number of occasions. 
Q. When you say "we," whom do you mean? 
A. I talked with her on a number of occasions. 
Q. After she left the clinic, you talked to her 1 
A. As relates to time, as to whether this occurred before 
her clinic discharge or previous to it, I really do not recall. 
Q. Did yo:u at any time after she left the clinic, refuse to 
see her and discuss her situation? 
A. I do not believe so. · 
By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. Dr. Schwartz, you never would come to my house and 
you have never been to my house, isn't that true? 
The Court: He just said that is not true. 
page 104 } Mrs. Crist: He _has never made a visit to my 
house, so how can 1t be true when I was not able 
to go to him? 
The Court: I do uot know bow it can be true. That is what 
he said. 
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By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Have you ever been to my home1 
A. Never been to your home. 
Q. You never made a house call to my hou:se for met 
A No. 
Q. In October, I believe was the month, of 1951, I came to 
you because I could not talk. I could not move my neck. 
Didn't you tell me to go to a throat specialist? 
.A. We have an office record of your visit on the 26th of Oc~ 
tober. 
Q. Did you call that doctor? 
A. In the record and to my recollection, I do not recall. We 
may well have given you that advice, but it is not written here, 
and I do not remember that. 
Q. Do you know the throat speeialist I went to! 
A.. I do not recall. 
Q. Did that throat specialist make out a report to you! 
A. There is no report here from a throat specialist 
Q. Did you make out a report to that effecU 
The Court: To what effect? 
Mrs. Crist: To the throat, about my throat at 
})age 105 } that time, at that instant. 
The Court: Did you make any finding or report 
as to her throat at that time? 
A. As relates to throat at the time of our seeing her, there 
was evidence of an infection of the pharynx or throat. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Did you make a statement that I had a cold? · 
A. We considered that you had a pharyngitis, which is a 
type of cold. It is a type of cold. 
Mrs. Crist: And I never get a cold. I guess that is all, 
Your Honor, at this time. 
CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Boothe: . 
Q. Doctor, let me ask you a couple of questions. Where do 
you practice Y Where is your office t 
A. At present, at 1301 North Highland Street, in Arling-
ton. 
Q. From what medical college did you graduate? 
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A. Cornell. 
Q.. How long ha:ve yon practiced medicine! 
A. Since 1937. 
Q. How long in Ar Iington County °l 
A. In Arlington for six years. 
Q. You say you are an internest t 
A. Tha:t is ·correct. , 
Q. Will you ten the Court and jury exactly wbat 
pa:ge 106 ~ test you did make on Mrs. Crist when she was in 
the Arlington Hospital under your care from June 
28 to July 8, 1951. 
A. The tests were ap}Jlicable to back pains and fever. 
Q .. In other words, you were trying to find the cause of back 
pain and fever f 
A. That is correct .. 
Q. Let me ask you this. Did you yourself make any objec-
tive. :findings indicating" back pain or were you looking ·for 
causes of back pain which had been reported to you T 
A. Our physical examination did reveal tenderness in thei 
region of the left sacroiliac region, which at tha:t time was. 
quite exquisite. I am reading from the record. 
Q. This is your examination? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Wlmt about the fever t "\Vas the fever the 99 .. 8 that you 
recorded? · 
A. The fever subsided very shortly after admission. The 
testing· otherwise included an a:pproa:ch to the remote causes 
for fever, some of which are pertinent to back pain, including 
a search or a number of specific infections by blood testing~ 
all of wbiclt were non-revealing~ 
Q. What do you mean by they were non-revealing? 
A. They were negative. There was no organic finding con-
cerning those blood testings. There were X-rays accom-
pli:shed, the stomach, colon, and those were 
page 107 f normal. There were no findings referable to the 
heart by physical examination or by an electro-
cardiogram. 
The physical :findings were limited to tenderness in the 
region of the back that we discussed a moment ago. 
Q. In other words, as a result of all the tests which you did 
make during this period, your actual physical findings were 
limited to the tenderness in the back 1 
A. That is it precisely. 
Q. Did you make any diag11osis of the patient"s condition f 
A. Our feeling was that she had several contusions of that 
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regfon and strain of that region, presumably incurred in the 
accident of-
Q. December, 1950? 
A. December, 1950. 
Q. The X-rays revealed no abnormalities? , 
A. The X-rays of the back revealed no abnormality there~ 
Q. What was the physical signs of the contusions? Was 
there discoloration in the back t 
· A. At the time, there was no discoloration. The findings 
were limited to tenderness alone. · 
Q. Were those findings based on reflex 01· reflex plus the· 
patient's statements? . 
A. The patient seemed to suffer rather exquisite pain in the 
region of the back on the lower side. 
page 108 ~ Q. That is the sum and substance-
The Court: Doctor, when you used the term ''exquisite'' 
will you tell me exactly wl1at you mean? 
The Witness: "• * * exquisite" would refer to pain, ten-
derness that was quite severe at that time. ·' 
The Court: Quite sensitive ·y · 
A Juror: Intense? 
The W'itness: Yes. 
By the Court: 
'' I,
Q. As I understand, your examination revealed to you or 
your opinion was that there was ·an injur~r there. When I say 
"injury" I am trying· to distinguish. There was a hurt theteT 
A. I would say so. . 
Q. · But there was no organic disturbance 1 
A. There was no evident abnormality Rhown by her physi-
cal examination in looking- her over.· 
Q. That is not unheard of in that aren, i8 it t 
A. That is quite true. 
Q. Just one question. I want to ask you ahont the bills. He 
did not ask the first doetor. I do not know what his bills were. 
What was vour bill? 
A. My fee to her 1 
Q. Yes. :1 
page 109 ~ 
A. The total fee was $65. 
Q. Your hill ,-vas $65? 
A. Yes. 
90 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Dr. Raymond Schwartz. 
The Court: All right. Are there any further questions f 
A Juror: . I would just like to ask the Doctor this. He made 
a remark about contusions. Was there any evidence at the 
time you examined her, when you say ''contusions,'' I think 
of bruises and marks of some kind. Was there evidence of 
that! 
· The Witness: One would merely consider from tenderness 
and the absence of other objective finding·s that a contusion 
had occurred at some time earlier. This examination was 
carried out roughly six months after the time of injury. 
Mr. Boothe : In other words, 110 discoloration was p1·esent 
at the time, or swelling or something like that, but due to the 
tenderness you felt there had been nn injury there in the lower 
left part of the back at sometime Y 
-The Witness: That is right.. 
A Juror: This morning we heard the terms ''subjective'' 
and ,·,objective.'' vVould this thing· you found wrong be 
te,rmed subjective or objective f 
The Witness: I think that is an important point, and the 
observation was chiefly a subjective one. One can get some 
measure from patient reaction as to objectivity of it, but one 
would consider that the findings or the finding of 
page 110 ~ tenderness is always a subjective finding. 
By M:r. Boothe: 
Q. Doctor, at this time, did the patient express any ailments 
or illnesses fo1· which vou could not find causes T 
A. There existed a n~umber of other complaints referable to 
other parts that were not considered of organic origin. 
Q. What were those f . 
A. The choking sensations that ·were mentioned, tender-
ness, in itself, the fever it~elf. 
Q. Do I understand when you say they were not considered 
of organic origin, what did you consider their origin to be Y 
Was it a nervous or neurotic orig-in? 
A. One would consider that it was of nervous origin. 
Mr. Boothe: That is all, thank you. 
A Juror: Doctor, could this injury of the sacroiliac, say, 
or where you found contusions, could they liave caused a tem-
p~raturc six months later, just a misplacement Y 
A. Virtually impossible to consider that that was so. 
The Court: That is all, Doctor. Next witness. 
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,v-as called as a witness on behalf of the Plaintiff and, having 
lJeen first duly sworn, -was examined and testified .as follows:: 
DIRECT F~INATION .. 
Bv the Court-: 
pag-e 111} 0Q. "\Vill you give your name? 
A. Otto Anderson Engh. 
Q. What is your work or occupation? 
A. I am -an orthopedic surgeon. 
Q. Where do you practice f 
A. I practice at 915-19t11 Street, N. W., in Washington, 
D. C., and at tlie Anderson Clinic in South Arlington. 
Q·. Have you lmd occasion to examine or treat the Plaintiff 
in this ca-se 2 
A. Yes.. 
The Court-: All right., Mrs. C:rlst.. 
Bv Mrs. Crist~ 
·Q. Doctor Eng·l1, when was the first time you s·aw me? 
A. I saw you the first time at the Anderson Clinic at the re-
quest of Dr. Masterson. 
Q. You did not see me in Arlington Hospital, did you f 
A. No. I did not see you at Arlington Hospital. 
Q. You did not see me on two occasions in Arlington Hos-
}Ji tal f 
A .. No. 
Q. When was the first time you saw me Y 
A. I saw you the first time at the Anderson Clinic on Octo-
ber 9, 1951. 
Q. Who suggested putting me into traction f 
A. Dr. Ferry. 
page 112 } Q. What elate was thatf · 
A. Dr. Ferry saw you the first time at .Arling-
ton Hospital, ancl at the time it was suggested that you be put 
in traction and the date of that was when vou were first ad-
mitted to the hospital. .. 
Q. Would you mind repeating· that? ~ 
A. The date of that was when you first were admitted to 
t.he hospital. 
Q. Did you say that was the first time he suggested putting 
me into traction was the day I entered the hospital Y 
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.A. No. I do not know triaf it was the· day you entered, bnt 
it was when you were in the hospital. 
Q. What wa-s the first time-I saw Dr. Ferryt 
A. On 1\IIay 29, 1951. 
Q. When was the last time? 
A. I do not know when you saw Dr. FenJ7 last .. 
Q. Yau said Dr. Ferry said I should go into· tra:ctiorr, fa that 
correctt· 
A. Yes .. 
Q·. Why did Dr. Masterson suggest pniting me into trac:... 
tiont . 
A .. Because Iie felt you should be placed in traction.. 
Q .. Dr. Ferry never told me-
·The Court: That was no question_ 
Q. What was I put in traction for f 
A. Because of your complaints of' your low 
page 113 f back pains .. 
Q. Do you usually put people in traction just 
because they say their backs: hurt them f 
A. V ei'y frequently .. 
Q .. How many days did you have me under tractionf 
A. You were under care of Dr. Ferry in Arlington Hos~ 
pital,. and when yon were at the Arlington Hospital yon were· 
under the care chiefly of Dr. Masterson. 
Q. How many days did you have me under traction f 
A. I did not have you as my patient down there when you 
were in traction in Anclerson Clinic. 
Q. Didn't I go over to Anderson HospitaI under the super-
visfon of Dr. Schwartz f 
A. No. 
Q. Didn't I ask you why Dr. Schwartz bad na,t been in fo 
see mef 
A. I do not recall that. 
Q·. On the third day after I was in traction, clicin 't I com-
plain to you that I coulcl not stand traction? 
A. It is possible .. 
Q. Wasn't it true that my whole lower extremities, my 
legs, were swollen and my left leg was $]1orter before I went 
into traction, but it got worse after being in the traction 1· 
Isn't that true i 
A. No. 
page 114 f Q. :M:y legs were not swollen and my feet wer~ 
not swollen f 
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A. You had one-sixteenth of an inch in the circumference in 
your right leg as compared with your left leg, at the calf. 
Q. Isn't it true that when I entered Arlington Hospital 
that I could not walk 1 
· A. I did not see you before you went to Arlington Hospital. 
Q. On the fifth day, after being in traction, no, the fourth 
day, didn't I tell you that I could not stand that traction, that 
my whole back was just on fire ap.d killing me and I was un-
able to eat and unable to swallow f 
A. It is possible. 
Q. Didn't you tell me that you were not going to take me 
out of it until 14 days 1 
A. That is possible. 
Q. And didn't I tell you that I could not stand traction, that 
I had to get out of iU · 
A. Possibly. 
Q. Wasn't I carrying a high temperature all the time I w3:s 
in your hospital t 
A. No. 
Q. What was my highest temperature while I was there? 1 
A. I do not recall it, but it was not high. 
Q. It was never 101? 
.A. I do not recall it being 101, lmt I did not keep 
page 115 ~ track of that temperature because you were not 
admitted as my patient. 
The Court: Do you have a record? Can you read iU 
The Witness: I do not have the Anderson Hospital re-
cord, no. 
Bv Mrs. Crist : 
··Q. Didn't you, after I left Anderson Clinic, didn't you tell 
me that I should go to a neurologisU 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you make an appointment with that neurologist 1 
A. Yes. 
Q. "\}{ho was that neurologist? 
A. Dr. Watts of "\\7 aslting·ton, D. C. 
Q. Diel I tell you that I was going to a neurologisU 
A. Yes. 
Q. I ditl not. Do you know tliat when I got Dr. Watts he 
promptly threw me out of the office an<l ,.rnuld not examine 
me, said I was the biggest faker that had ever come into his 
office, and he practically kicked me out'2 Did he tell you thaU 
A. No. You told me that. ·. 
94 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Otto Anderso1i Eng11,. 
Q. Did you make the appointment for Dr.,vatts Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Didn't he give you a report of me 1 
A. No. 
page 116 ~ Q. Why didn't he, if you sent me to him Y Why 
' didn't he give you a report? 
· A. I can give you an answer why I think he did not give 
me a report. If he did not examine you, I do not see how it 
would be possible for him to give me a report. 
Q. What did you think of an associate of yours, you send-
ing a patient to a doctor that is an associate of yours and 
practically kicking her out of the office when she was sickY 
What do you think of that 6l 
The Court: That is immaterial in this case. Dr. Watts 
J1as not testified yet. Unless he is g·oing to be here, it does not 
make any difference what he thinks of it. 
Q. Is it customary when you send a patient to another 
doctor for him to treat them like thaU 
A. No. 
Q. Don't you think I have been treated inhumanly? 
The Court: I do not think that makes any difference. The 
doctor is not here. You have not put him on the stand. No-
body has intimated he is going to be here. He may have 
treated you terribly, but that is not in issue here. 
Mrs. Crist: That is all, Your Honor. 
By the Court : 
Q. Doctor, what was your bilH 
A. $136. 
-, 
Q. How many different doctors practice at the 
page 117 ~ Anderson Hospital? 
A. Five. There are five full-time orthopedic 
surgeons and then there arc consultants in yarious fields. 
Q. This bill, you say, is how much Y 
A. $136. 
Q. That does not include Dr. Ferry's serYices? 
A. Yes. That includes their services and that includes the 
hospital visits at Arlington Hospital from June 28, 1951 to 
July 8, 1951. 
· Q. What I am driving at is this. Does your bill 'include all 
the services rendered by you and Dr. Masterson and Dr. Ferry 
to this Plaintiff? 
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A. Yes. 
The Court: Tllat is all. Next witnes-s. 
Mr. Boothe.: .Could I ask just a couple of questiond 
The Court : Yes, sir. Go al1ead. 
CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Boothe: 
Q. Doctor, you and Dr. Masterson and Dr. Ferry all work 
together, is that correcU 
A. Yes. 
Q. You have common records :at the hospital and at your 
offices t 
A. Yes. 
Q .. As I understand, Dr. Masterson was the first 
page 118 } one of the three of you mentioned to treat Mrs. 
Crisl . 
A. No. Dr. Ferry was the first one. 
Q. Then when was it that Dr. Ferry treated her? 
A. Dr. Ferry saw her originally at the time that I men-
tioned. That was May 29, 1951. 
Q. Was she referred to him by Dr. Nicholson of Arlington Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. That wa·s before she entered the Arlington Hospital, was 
it noU 
A. Yes. 
Q. When did Dr. Masterson treat bed 
A. Dr. Masterson saw her while she was m Arlington 
Hospital. 
Q. At that time, she was kept in what you call low back 
flexion in a hospital, is that correct? 
A. Yes. 
Q. On October 9, 1951, did either Dr. Ferry or Dr. Master-
son or you examine her and make a report of her condition at 
that time, or as of that date T 
A. Yes. 
Q. At that time, was it your opinion that there was what 
was called a functional ·overlay present in this caset 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you state that you felt just a minimal amount of 
therapy should be given the patient at that time·! 
page 119 } A. Yes. 
Q. Doctor, when did you last see her 7 Was it 
on or about November 29, 19517 
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A. November 20, 1951. 
Q. At that time, was it your opinion that although Mrs .. 
Crist originally might have had a low back strain,. that yoUI 
did not feel that there was any low back involvement at that 
time! 
A. Yes. 
'Q. And you felt that no physical therapy was. necessary 
then? 
A. Ye5' 
Mr. Boothe : That is all .. 
Thereupon 
ROY NICHOLSON 
was called as a witness on behalf of the Plaintiff and, having 
been first duly swon1, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT· EXAMINATION. 
By the Court : 
Q. Would you give your name, please f 
A. Roy Nicholson. 
Q. Do you practice medicine Y 
A~ I practice medicine at 3126 Columbia Pike, Arlington,. 
Virginia. 
page 120 ~ 
in this case? 
Q. Are you in general practice? 
A. In general practice. 
Q. Have yon trea tetl or- examined the Plaintiff 
A. I saw Mrs. Crist, yes. 
The Court: All right, l\frs. Crist .. 
By Mrs. Crist~ 
·Q. Dr. Nicl10lson, when was the first time yon saw mef 
A. I have not the exact date at hand. It was the latter part 
of the year, 1950, as best I can recall. Perhaps the week be-
fore January 1. I would say in the week, perhaps the last 
week of the year 1950. 
Q. Did you, on or about December 22~ of 1950, get a phone 
call from me wanting you to come over to my house because· 
I told you I had been in an accident? 
A. Well, I do not recall that I was asked to make a house 
call. I have never been summonsed to a l1ouse call to my 
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lmowleclge in my life that I have not made, although perhaps 
there may have been some conversation about the fact that 
you had had an accident on the bus, but I do not recall ever 
there being a house call in regard to it. 
Q. Can you recall what the conversation was that the other 
party gave me f 
A. I do not understand what you mean. 
By the Court : . 
Q. Did you have the conversation she is talking 
page 121 ~ about or <lid somebody else at your place have iU 
Did you receive the message¥ 
A. I do not remember any mesi;;age in regard to it, no. My 
answer is probably that I do not know whether she called and 
spoke to Mrs. Nicholson or whether she spoke to me. I just 
remember there was some conversation about her having 
been involved in a bus accident. 
:My best recollection of the case was that Mrs. Crist and her 
husband came to the back door of niy office one evening the 
latter part of December, and she came in complaining of low 
back pain an<l I gave her a diathermy treatment, just went 
into the room there and she had a heat treatment. 
Q. She is particularly asking you· about the telephone con-
versation, now. 
A. I do not recall anything about a telephone conversation, 
no, sir. 
Q. You do not recall anything about a telephone conversa-
tiou t 
A. That has been a long time ago . .As best as I can remem-
ber in regard to this case, the fir8t that I recall about 
it personally was wlien she came to the back door of my office 
complaining of back pains. 
The Court: All right. Go ahead. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. "\\7 nsn 't that when I came to your office a 
page 122 r ·couple of da~rs nfter Christmas·~ 
A. I say, it was perhaps the last week of Decem-
ber 1950. 
Q. Didn't I tell you at that time that I had a terrible pain 
up my back, in my neck, aud in my head, hut not a headache, 
it was not a headache ·J Didn't I tell vou that? 
A. That is correct. · 
Q. And you gave me a heat treatment? 
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A. That is correct. 
Q. I made five visits to your office, is that correct T 
A. That is correct. 
Q. You did give me an X-ray, is that correct? 
A. Yes, at a later time, when the pain-your complaint-
continued. I made a simple flat-plate X-ray of the back which 
I believe I explained to you at the time would not be very re-
vealing. In fact, it was more at your suggestion that the 
X-ray was taken than at mine, and I also explained to you at 
the time to go into it thoroug·hly you would have to have a 
spinal puncture and a thorough examination, an intravenous 
pated, you did not feel she had a ruptured disk. 
or any injury of that sort. 
Q. Didn't you at a later date suggest my going to Dr. 
FerryY 
A. Yes, since your symptoms persisted and I did suggest 
that you have on orthopedic examination, and I gave you Dr. 
Ferry's name. 
page 123 ~ Q. What was your diagnosis at that time? 
A. It was my impression that you had some 
sacroiliac strain. That is why I g·ave you the treatment. 
That is why I was not enthusiastic about an X-ray because 
I felt it would not reveal anything. 
Q. And you did not think I had a ruptured disk at that time? 
A. Well, I explained to you if you did, it would be neces-
sary to have the spinal puncture to demonstrate that in an 
X-ray. I questioned whether or not you did have a ruptured 
disk and explained the only way we could get to the bottom of 
your problem would be a thorough checkup. 
· Q. Did your diagnosis claim there is a diagnosis of a rup-
tured disk? 
A. That is the way all doctors operate. "\Ve list all the good 
possibilities from the most minor to the most severe, and the 
worst possibility would have been a ruptured disk. 
However, extending over the period of time that it did, and 
the activities in which you participated during that period 
of time, it was questionable in m~v mind as to whether or not 
you lmd a ruptured dsk, but the idea of an orthopedic work-up 
is simply a general practitioner must work himself in that. 
We are not an authority in matters of orthopedic surgery. 
Q. Isn't it true in your opinion that every symptom that I 
had would have been diagnosed as ruptured disks? 
page 124. ~ A. No. My number one listing of diagnosis 
was sacroiliac strain of undetermined origin. 
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Q. "Wby do my legs swell up and ieel like butcher lmives are 
:sticking in tbem Y 
A. I lmve no knowledge of your legs swelling. 
Q. No, because nobody has ever been .interested. Did you 
lmow that I had a myclogram talrenf 
A. Only as hearsay. 
Q. ·what do you mean by ''hearsay'' Y 
A. Well, in other words, I l1eard from some other source 
ihan a professional source, perhaps Mr. Crist or someone else 
who spoke of your-that you had it done, that you had had a 
n1yelogram. 
Q. In your opinion, did you think I had the right thing? 
A. I did. I wanted you to have it. 
Q. Do you know that fluid is blocked to this day in the 
lower part of my spine, and it does not move 1 Did Mr~ Crist 
tell you thaU 
A. I have no knowledge of that. 
Q. Mr. Crlst told me he told you that. 
A. That ls all hearsay. I have not treated you since the 
'Clay Dr. Ferry took over your case. I did not visit you in any 
lmspltal, and I have had no contact with you. 
'Q. Isn "'t it trtre when these cases come up, which I call rare 
cases, are discussed at medical meetings and that 
}Jage 125 } ls tl1e reason I cannot get a doctor to do something 
· for me? 
A. No. I thh1k it would be a most interesting case to dis-
icus·s. 
Q. It is interesting, but they want to settle with the bus 
q:ompany first. 
The Court: Are you asking him n question f 
Q. Isn't it true T 
A. I fail to see where that has any bearing on the case. 
The Court: If there is any such discussion as that, it does 
lmve some bearing on the case. You go ahead and ask the 
'C111cstion. · 
The Witness : Repl1rase your question. I do not under-
stand what her auestion is. 
The Court: Has it been discussed at the medical meetings 
in Arlington County? 
The Witness: No, sir, not to my knowledge. 
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By- :Mrs. Crist ~ 
Q. But you knew I was going· to Richmond for a myelogram,. 
is that correetf 
A. I merely hea:rd of it, possibiy after you had gone, that 
you had been there, but I did nots-end yon there nOT-I had 
nothing further to do with your case after Dr. Ferry took 
over. 
Q'. Did you know on September 4, 1952 that I was going to 
a doctor in Johns Hopkins HospitaI? 
page 126 ~ A. No. 
Q. Did you know· that I ltad been to Johns: Hop-
kins· HospitaU 
A. Only as hearsay. 
Q. Who is giving out all the hearsay?' 
The· Court: Do you know from whom you heard it f 
A. I believe your husband' mentioned that you had been 
there. 
Mrs. Crist~ That is all, Your Honor~ 
By the Court.: · · 
Q. What is· .your bill, Doctor f 
A. To my knowledge, I rendered no bilL 
Q. Yon said she made :five calls on you f 
A. That is right. 
Q. How much is your biilf 
.A. No bill Ims been rendered today. Is tllat right, Mrs .. 
Crist1 Yon have never received any bill, have you°l 
Mrs. Crist: My husband takes care of your bills, so I cannot 
answer tlutt. . · 
Q. Up to tliis point, tiiere has been no proof· of wha:t your 
charge has been, so there is no item of damages t 
A. That is right. 
CROSS EXAMINATIONr 
By Mr. Bootlie : 
Q. In that connection, are you a friend of the family, sort 
of? 
page 127 ~ A. That is' riµ:ht. Mr. Crist and I hunt nncl 
fish together. I have Imown him for sometime~ 
yes.. 
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Q. Have you known the Crists for sometime¥ 
A. Yes. · 
Q. You knew them before 19501 
A. I have know· tlw Crists-how long· ago? I would say 
10 or 12 years. 
Q. You were a pcnmnal friencl:,; of theirs? 
A. That is right. 
Q. Were you sort of n family pl1ysicia11 f 
A. That is right. 
Q. Auel when Mr~. Crist called you about this back injury 
which you felt was n :-;acroiliac strain, you were interested ii1 
iU . 
A. Sure. 
Q. You gave lwr diathermy, I believe you said, five times? 
A. That is rig-ht. 
Q. That was shortl~· nfter it happened? 
A. That is rig·llt. 
Q. After tliat, you 1nmcd her over to Dl'. Ferry and you 
lrnvc not seen lier sinte 1 
A. That is right. Q. Yon meHtio11pt} in your 1 Pstimony that in 
page 128 ~ Yiew of the ;wtivit ies in whieh 1'f rs. Crist partici-
pated. yon did 110t for l she lrnd n ruptured disk. 
·what nr.tivities did vo11 mean, Doctor! 
A. I beliPve tlmt shP had had a trip to Florida in the mean-
time., 
Q. "'."HR tlwt lwf'orr or nfter the aecidcnt? 
A. After the areident? 
Q. After tl10 bm; Mciclc11t ! 
A. I hrli0w1 that wns iu l\f arch. 
0. Of 1951? 
A. Yes. 
Q ... W ns 1lrnt witl1 -:\Tr. Crist1 
A. YeR, T helieYP so. 
Q. How clid :;;]w !!'O? Do YOU know tlrni. hY train or cad 
A. T lwlievP ~hr wrllt lw <:nr. T am 1101 <·01:tain. 
Q. "\Y Pl'P tl1rre an~· oi her ncfrdtie~ yon had in mind, par-
ti r11 l:wlY? . 
A. "\Vell. ~he took <·nr0 of hel' l1011srl1ol,l a 1·tiYit1es 1.o n cer,-
foin 0xtcnt. ·' · 
-:\frs. f11·ist: T clo noL )fy hon~r is fl 1n0~~. lnYill!! around 
in the hNl witl1 ll(lnt O",flr 11·w nll 1hr- timP. If ,~ou · call tlrnt. 
faking· rnrr of tlir honR('·- · 
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The Court: Mrs. Crist, we are going to let you testify after 
awhile. 
A. Juror: May I ask a question? 
The Court : Yes, sir. 
page 129 ~ A Juror: Doctor, is it not true that a person 
who lms a ruptured disk1 it is a very painful 
thing, I mean to the extent it incapac1tates you t 
The Witness: That is right. In ot-hcr words, I do not be-
lieve that she would have been able to ride to Florida and 
back. 
A Juror: You can hardly with a rupturec} disk? 
The Court: Do not make the que~tions so leading. 
A Juror: Yes, but isn't it true it iR an exceptioually pain-
ful thing to walk if you have a ruptured disk? 
The Witness: That is right; generally h'm\ yes. 
The Court: Doctor, in reg·anl to a herniated or rn1Jtured 
disk, there are various and sundry degrees of ruptures, are 
there not? 
The Witness: That is true. 
The Court: You mean to say that peopl(l are i1wnpacitatecl 
with bad ruptures? 
The Witness: No. It is true it depem1s on how bad the 
rupture is. 
Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, may I Mk hi111 some more ques-
'tions? 
R~j-DIRECT EXA1fINATlOX. 
By Mrs. Crist : 
·Q. Dr. Nicholson, dicln 't yon make a RhliPmrnt tlrnt one of 
men with the govemnwnt, tlrnt lw had a ruptured 
page 130 ~ disk but lw works 0Ye1·y day! 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, I certainly liaYr been liberal on 
not objecting, lmt-
The Court: Sbe wants to kuow w11ctl1er Yon made a ~tate-
ment that YOU knew of ~Orne man with a l'llT>tnrC1d disk work-
ing in the governmcmt who workwl cnry day·. . 
The "'W'itness: I do uot recal1. 
Bv :M::rs. Crist : 
·Q. Do you know llC' is drawing- a pen~ion eve1T cfav from 
the United State~ Government becam:e yon saicl lie· had a 
ruptured disk! 
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A. vVho is the party t 
Q. I cannot mer~tion the party's name unless it is necessary. 
A. I do not recall 
Q. But still you say I can walk in this courtroom and I do 
110t have ruptured disks when I have X-rays to even prove 
I havef 
Mr. Boothe.: Your Honor, I object to that. There is no X-
1·ay in this case to prove she has a ruptured disk, and they 
:are only tJrn X-rays to prove sbe does not have one. 
The Court: Objection sustained. 
By Mrs. Crist.: . 
Q. Dr. Nicholson, yon made a statement I went to Florida 
iu March. 1Vhat dates in :March did I go to Florida f 
A. I do not know. I merely-again, that is 
})ag-e 131 } hearsay. I did not see you in Florida. 
Q. 1Vhy did :you mcmtion it, then i!f you do not 
know when I went I 
A. It would have this bearing in m}.,. thinking- il1 regard to 
-vour case as to how serious it was. 
.. Q. Didn't you tell nm it wns perfectl~r all right for me to 
go to Florida t 
A. I thought H was m1 excellent idea. 
Q. You said it would lJC' wonderful to get down in that hot 
:sun! 
A. That is rig·llt. 
Q. And Rs far as I recall, we had the worst weather we had 
liad in history up here at that time, and this was not in March, 
Doctor, and a ruptured disk, tl1e long-er it goes the worse it 
gets, so it does not get you in 111e beg-inning. fan 't that true, 
Doctor Nicl1olson? 
A. I refuse to answer tlwt, not heinµ; an orthopedic special-
ist. 
Q. You i:.aid I had been taking· care of my household duties. 
You havl' not been over to mY house to sN'.l wlrnt I hnYe been 
doing. How cnn you malrn a· statemPnt ! 
The Court-: Have von h(\en in her l1ouse since von examined 
her! - . 
The W1tnesR: I recall beh12· called there to see 
pag-e 132 } hC'r son, .J amcs, with a high ·fever when he was 
home from the Navy. I do not recall the ex art date, 
nnd she was ]yin~· in tlu~ living room on the coueh at that time, 
~md when it was found WP would l1ave to mak('.l a hurrircl trip 
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to take her son to Bethesda Hospital, she immediately got up 
and :fixed a meal for all of us and her comn1ent was, •'Aren't . 
you amazed at how quickly and how: well I fixed tl1is meal 1',. 
I complimented her for it. That is the only time that I re-
call seeing her,. I believe, since she was under Dr. Ferry's. 
care .. 
By :Mrs. Crist : 
Q. Wasn't that date- when yon came ovei· to my house fo,r 
my son when he c.ame back over to my house sick, wasn't that 
the first day of April 1952¥ 
A. Perhaps so. I do not ]mow that date. 
Q. Or 19511 1951, it was. No, 1952. I believe April 1,, 
1952.. . 
.A. That is approximate_ 
Q. You can :rememlwr alt abaut me g~tfing up and fixing-: 
the dinner, but you cmmot remember clatcs. You came ove1· 
there to snoop: on me- that day. 
A. No, I am sorry. I was called to scre yonr son who had a: 
very hig·h :fever. 
Q. Didn't yon have a neighbor to conw oYer and snoop ou 
me- one· clav bv lhe· name· of "\ViIIiams '[ 
.. ~A.No. 
pag·e 13:3 ~ <J. Didn't ·yon tell me tl1ri next dny tiwt Mr. ,vu-
liams called yon nntl told you Omt. I ,vns· all rig·ht, 
that I got up m1~d fixed a ]ovel:v dimwr for l1irn. and you told 
me to get np, that my ]msb:md was very 8ick, 1 hnt he had a 
tempe-ratn1·e, of l 03, and Tierc I have be~n rn nyfog· n tempera-
ture of 101 for· the- Inst two tmd a lrnlf y(lnrs 1 
The Conrt: Did vou eYer lmve a conver~ntiorr with her like-
that? -
Mrs. Crist : Yes. 
The Wihwss: During- tMi;; pa~t wfotcr, I <In not know tiie· 
.exact dafo or month, her hnslrnncl wa~ quite i11 witli n hig-h tClm-
perature of 1 oa or 104, and T WHR cnllrd thf"rP to i;we him, I be-
lieve, by one of hi8 Pmp]oycN~. nnd l\frs. Crist <·nme in the- room 
at the time to discn~~ her condition nrnl T spoTn'\ to lier ns to 
·how ill her Tmshmul was :rncT tlie ~Clriou~n('..:~ of l1i~ illness, 
and her attHmfo toward me at the time wn~ m1tng·oni8tic irnd 
slw left thP room. 
Q. Didn '1 yon mnkc n i;:fatrmcnt to nw at 1 hat fimc that )f 1··-
"\Vi1liam~ lmcl eallrd you? 
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A. I complimented you in that Mr. ·wmiams said that ho 
had had dinner with you, that you were very kind and fixed 
him a very nice dinner. I was trying to be kindly and friendly 
when I mentiouetl it. 
<J. lsn 't it true you were g-nthering up infor-
page 134 ~ tiou for other sourceR? 
A. That is not true. My attitude has been 
nothing but friendly with you tlnoug·hout the entire case. I 
do not believe you can sav that it has been otherwise. 
Q. Didn't you ask my ·1msband if I had anything showiug 
that I ha<l a myelogTam taken in R,ichmon<l because they said 
down there that thev did 1101. lwn.~ a statement of who the doc-
tors were tlmt wcnf into my Rpine f 
You asked him to ai,:k me nncl he asked me that ciuestion and 
I asked him where did he get that information because some-
one had to put it in his mind for him to think of thut. 
The Court: Diel yon ask }Ir. Crist that ? 
The vVitncsH: No, I did uot. . 
Bv l\f rs. Crist: 
· Q. Isn't it true )1 011 dicl not even examine my back at any 
time, you put the heat treatment clear through my dresses? 
Isn't that tru c f 
A. You mC'nn if you were nsking· were yon totally undressed, 
no, you were never totally undressed. 
Q. You n0,·e1r did look at mv haek. dicl you'Y 
A. Yes, I looked nt your hnck. 
Q. You did not. 
The Court: He saY~ lw clid. 
The "'\VitnPF:R: I 11i1dreRsecl von :md iook nn X-rav of vour 
hnek. · • • 
page 135 ~ ?\frR. Cl'ist: You never loohcl at my hack, t.hcm, 
lwcause Yon took tlw X-rnv 111romd1 the kimono. 
The f1011rt: Yon ean testifv wl1e11 vonr time· comes. He i~ 
tcRtifvilrn: now. · · 
1[r;. Crist: I i:,:n 't it true You nrncle n :--tntement and vonr 
S(lCl'Ctary 11HH1P cl sb1frment tiint yon WPl'C' wit goin~· to ~ret in-
vokerl, tlrnt T would eollcc·t a lot of monry from the bm, com-
panv ¥ . 
'Phe r1onl't: Diel YOU nrnk<1 ;mv ~mch -=:t:drment as that'? 
The "\Vit1wss: T Rt1g-gr~tecl tlrnt ~he c•n11 n,·. Ferrv. 
The Court: Did Yon ClYPl' make n Rtn+,,rn(\nt YOU wcr<:> not 
going to get involv(:lcl witl1 her h(\ean~0 :-:}w wag ·tr~ring to f!;et 
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a lot of money from the bus company? That is what she asked 
youY 
The Witness: I have made the statement, yes, that I did 
not wish to be involved in this case because I did not feel that 
it was a just case. 
By Mrs: Crist : 
Q. Didn't you make a statement to me if I broug·ht you to 
Court, which I did not do, the Defendants have, thank good-
ness,that you would do me more harm? Didn't you make that 
statement? 
A. I did make the statement that I felt that any testimony 
that I might give in vour behalf would probably do more harm 
than good, and for that reason, that I would rather not come 
to Court. 
page 136 ~ Q. What were you referring to when you made 
that statement? 
A. Simply this, that I did not feel that your case against 
the bus company is just, that your injuries are not organic, 
that I question in my own mind as to whether or not your 
present conditions have any regard whatever, have any con-
nection whatever, with the minor accident that you had on the 
bus. That is my own. honest feeling in the matter. 
Q. Didn't you make a statement that there were institutions 
for people like me f 
A. No. 
Q. To try to scare me so I would throw this suit up t 
A. No, never, never. 
Q. Do you know that the doctors have tried to put me in 
some kind of an institution on 16th Street? 
A. No. I have no knowledge of that. 
Q. And I am not an alcoholic and I do not drink. Am I an 
alcoholic? 
A. No, you are not, to my knowledge. 
Q. Do you know the doctors wanted to put me in an institu-
tion to shut my mouth up? 
A. No. I have no knowledge of that. 
Q. Are you familiar with the institutions on 16th Street? 
· A. No. 
Q. You are not telling· me the truth Y 
page 137 ~ The Court: Mrs. Crist, if you do that again I 
am going to fine you for contempt of court, be-
caus~ you have no right to accuse a witness like that when he 
is on the stand. That is an insult to say he is not telling you 
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the truth. If you do that again, I will fine you for contempt 
of court. 
Q. Did you know that I have been carrying a temperature 
since May of 1951 Y 
A. No. I have no knowledge of that. 
Q. Did you know that my legs have been swelling and I have 
got a great big lump· on my spine right there f Did you know 
t11at f 
A. No. 
Q. Did you know I have had infections off and on in my legs 
since September, 1952? 
A. I have not treated you since during that period. I have 
no way of having any knowledge. 
Q. Didn't you make it clear from tl1e beginning you did not 
want to treat me? 
A. From the time you were referred to the orthopedic 
surgeon, that is true. 
Q. Didn't you make it clear at the time when you never ~ven 
examined my back 7 . 
A. No. I have te$tified that I did examine your back, and 
that I referred you to Dr. Ferry. I have not examined you 
since, and have had nothing to do with your case 
page 138 } since then. 
Q. How did you examine my back T 
A. I examined your back by palpation. 
Q .. Did you look at my back to see if there were bruises and 
contusions as they have made a remark Y 
A. I do not recall of there being any contusions or bruises 
on your back. 
The Court: Do you recall looking at her back to see whether 
there were any contusions on it, or not? 
The Witness: I do not recall that, no. 
Mrs. Crist: That is all, Your Honor. 
Mr. Boothe: No questions. 
( A short recess was taken.) 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, there is a doctor here whom I 
would like the privilege of putting on if there is no objection 
so he can get on back. · 
The Court: Do we have any more medical testimony here, 
any more doctors, Mrs. Crist f 
Mrs. Crist : No. 
108 Supreme· Court of AppeaTs of Virginia. 
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Mr. Boothe: Dr .. Peterson is expected sometime later thfa 
afternoon. 
· Thereupon 
DR. IRVIN HANT.MAN 
was called as a witness by counsel for Defendant a;nd, having: 
been first duly sworn, was. exmnined and testified a:s :follows :. 
page 139.} DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By ~r. Boothe:- · 
. Q. wm yon please state your f'u1I name t 
A. Irvin Hantman. 
· Q.'. You are a doctor T 
A. Iam. 
Q. What line do yon specialize int 
A. Ear, nose and throat. 
Q't Where do yon practice 1 
A. Washington, .D. (). 
· Q_. How long have you practiced°! 
A. About 17 years. 
Q. Have yon ever had occasion to examine Mrs. Mary L-
Crist, the Plaintiff in this case t 
A. I did . 
. Q. When was thatf 
' .A. March 20, 1951. 
Q. What complaint did she have at that timef 
· A. She stated that two weeks before a kernel of cimned corn 
which she was eating seemed to stick in her tltront. 
Q. Did you examine her and try to find the corn f 
A. I did. · 
Q. Did yon find the corn f 
A .. I did not-
Q. What was your diagnosis of her trouble at that timer 
A. Well, almost-may I suggest s·omething 
page 140 ~ which happened in the office at the time which 
sort of modified things-f 
In order to examine her very thoroughly, I pnt a little spray 
in there which we commonly do to cut out the gag reflex. 
Soon thereafter she complained that she felt dizzy, that she· 
was _blacking out, and she looked like she ,vas going to faint .. 
Such reactions m·e- common in offices of this type, ancl she was 
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given ffrst-aicl, lowerin!!' of the bead and inhalation of am-
monia. . 
I called another physician in who was an internist, and we 
both examined her and decided it was nothing but a nervous 
reaction. 
I found no evidf1nce of any corn. 
Q. Did she mention to you any bus accident on December 
2H 
A. I have no recollection or no writing here of any sue~ 
accident. 
Q. She came to yon as a patient to a doctorf 
A. That is correct. 
l\Ir. Boothe: I think that is all. 
The Court: Any questions 1 
CROSS EXAMINATIOX. 
Bv Mrs. Crist : 
·Q. Dr. Hantman, if you did not know about me being in an 
accident, why did you report this to Travelers 1 
page 141 ~ ·w1io gave yon the information! 
A. Ml's. Crist called me at least five times and 
insisted that I report tbis to Travelers. 
BY the Court: 
"Q. Who did ? 
A. Mrs. Crist. 
Q. You mean the Indy that is now exmnining you f 
The \Vitness: That iR rig·ht.. 
Bv l\f rs. Crist: 
·Q. \Vhy would I call you and insist that you send it to the 
Defendants? 
A. I do not know. I jrn.;t know-my :,;.()cretnry informed me 
you called me three or fonr or five timl·~ nnd c1sked indignantly 
wh~ ... the report 1m<1 not heon sent. 
Q. Isn't it frne T ealle<l your office for yon to give me a re-
port becam;c I tol<l you thnt I rememberecl a Himilar thing lik~ 
tliat to happen when T hnd a tooth pnlled nnd if it was novo-
cain I would want to know because I am nll()rgic to it? · 
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: A. I do not know exactly tllose circumstances. I do know 
I was asked to send this report. 
· .Q: Didn't you refuse to give me a reporU 
·· A. I only know what I to]d you. 
Q. Didn't you refuse to give me a report and you wer? go-
ing to send it to M:r. Handy? 
: A. Not knowing l\Ir. Handy-
Q. And you were not going to cl.cal any more 
page 142 ~ with me, ~·ou were going- to put it in medical 
hands? 
A. In as much as you did no-t pay your bill, I probably did. 
Q. Isn't a patient entitled to something when they come into 
your office and you pick np something and put it in their throat 
and make them pass out, for further treatment? 
A. That is true. 
Q. Why didn't you gfrc it to me instead of giving it to Mr. 
IIandyT . 
A. I only gave information _to Mr. Handy that you asked 
me to give. 
· Q. Why would I teU you to send it to Mr. Handyt 
: A. I do not know your motives. I do not know :Mr. Handy. 
I am sure I would never give it to anyone, I would ncYer know 
who to send anything to unless you told me. 
Mrs. Crist: That is all, Your Honor. 
The Court: I think the other doctor is here. 
Thereupon 
LEON.ARD T. PETERSOX 
was called as a witn(lss by counsel for Defendni1t and, l1aviug 
been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATIOX. 
By Mr. Boothe: 
Q. Doctor, you are Dr. Leonard T. Peterson? 
A. That is right. 
Q. You nre an orthopedic surgeon? 
pag·e 143 ~ A. I am. 
Q. You practice at 915-19th Street, Northwest, 
Washington 6, D. C. f 
A. Yes.· 
Q. How long l1ave you been engaged iu orthopedic surgery? 
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A. Strictly ortl10pcdic surgery since 1937, and I have been 
111 Washington since 1946. 
Q. Where were you graduated, what medical school t 
A. University of Minnesota. 
Q. Doctor, at the request of the Defendant in this case, did 
yon examine Mrs. Mary L. Crist of Arli~gtonf 
A. Yes.. 
Q. When was that exam'inafion made? 
A. lVIy first examination was on May 9, 1951. 
Q. When was the second t 
A. The second examination was on August 28, 1951. 
Q. Doctor, I would just like to ask you this question. 
Briefly, wlmt was your diagnosis of l\frs. Crist 's difficulty at 
the time of vour examination? 
· A. On my original examination, I said that she apparently 
~uffered multiple contusions at the time of the injury. In my 
opinion, there was no evidence of residual d.isability, and I 
felt no permanent disability would l'esu1t .. 
Q. That was in May f 
A. That was in May. 
J)age 144 } Q. From tlie history, you felt she had l1ad some 
contusions at thnt time¥ 
A. Yes. 
Q. How about ii1 August of 1951; wlrnt was your diagnosis¥ 
A. If I may refer to my last paragraph, there is some repeti-
tion of historv here and examination but in summarv I saitl 
the causes of fever wltich she was exl1ibiting at tliat tiine were 
not readily apparent, and mig·bt require further investigation. 
All of tliis apparently had been done by Arlington Hospital. 
Except for this temperature reading, her examination was 
tlssentially negative. That is with reference to lier 01·tl1opedic 
condition. 
I felt that her general attitude, multiple complaints, and ab-
sence of any positive pl1ysical findings indicated a nervous 
ailment superimposed on her earlier injury. 
I also stated I felt she had recovered from any organic ef-
fects of her injury, that there was no organic residual dis-
ability. 
Q. In other words, at the time that you last examined her, 
you found no organic residual disability! 
A. That is right. 
Mr. Boothe: I think that is· all. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
. By 1\frs·. Crist :-
pa:g·e· 145 f Q. Dr. Peterson, isn't it true· tho-se X-rays yoIT 
· had from Christie & l\ferritt, dicln 't you say they 
we·re- negative y 
A. Yes. 
Q. That is not what Dr. Rizzcrli says in his statement l1ere .. 
Mr. Boothe: Well, now-
The Court:. Objecti!on sustained .. 
By Mrs. Crist : 
Q. Were they negative·'{ 
A. They were neg·ative. I examined the films and also have' 
the report of the roentgcnologist. That was on May 9, 1951 .. 
Examination of the.left wrist reveals no nbrrormnlity. Some 
loss of usual lordosis- curve. That means· the swayback ten-
dency. The bones and joint structures appear to be normal. 
Q. ·when you took my temperature in August when I came· 
ip: there, I think it was about the- 28th, how much was my tem-
perature1 
A. 99.4 degrees.. · 
Q. Didn't yon ask me how did I know m~:. temperature was: 
100 when I verified it ·with that tempernturc reading·? 
A. I l1ave no record of such a question,. hut my own rend-
ing was 99 .4. 
Q. "\Vasn 't there a debatable questi011 about tlmt tempera-
ture when I was in your office at that time! 
. .A. I clo not. think theTe' WHS nny (]lle'Stion about 
page 1.46 r it. This was the- reading of the thermometer. 
Q. Dicln 't yon make a statement tlrn tempera-
ture was verified at. 99.4? 
.A. That means I took it ancl verified it personally. 
Q. Didn't ~vou tell me~ I was correct, it was 100? 
A. I doubt very much if I made any such statement b·ecause 
my record indicates your tempemture was 99.4. 
Q. Did you know on that clay that I came in the1~e that nw 
atterney,. Mr. Thomas, said that I had to gc1t up out of a sick 
bed and c•ome to yon because yon were the bns company "s cloc-
torY 
A. No. I would not. have heen aware of tlrnL 
Q. Di<l Homer Thomas call you f 
A. No.. I have not ever talked to Homer Thomas, Mrs_ 
Crist .. 
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Q. Did anybody tell you not to give me any report Y 
A. No. NohOlly tells me not to give any reports. I usually 
make a report a11cl several copies available so that I have them 
always available and I think they ahYays reach both parties. 
Q. Who did you mnke those reports availa hle to f ~· 
A. My reports were made to the nefenclant, as I under-
stand. 
Q. And not :Mr. Thomas, my attorney? 
A. Not from my offfoe, no. 
Q. Is11 't it true the clny I came in the office I had 
page 147 ~ an appoiHtment with yon and yon made me sit in 
yonr otlrnr office for over an hour hefore you would 
take me?. 
A. Well, it is posRihle. Sometimes my schedule gets an 
hour behind, hut seldom any more. I do not have any record 
of the exact time you waited. As a rule, the appointment is 
met as promptly as possible. 
Q. On that dntc when I was in there, in August, isn't it true 
my feet were all swelled up, I could not even g·et my shoes 
buckled? · 
A. :My record indicates that you complained of persistent 
swelling- of the feet, especially the left foot, and according to 
my record, there WHR no evidence of impairment of muscle. 
l\foasnrement of the lower extremities :-:howed they were of 
equal length. 
Q. Isn't it true on a later date that I cmne into your office 
and wanted to know a bout the X-1·nys :t1l(1 the examination Y 
A. Diel you ~co me personally? 
Q. No. 
A. Well, yon may have talked to my secretary, but I have 
no record of speing you ag·ain after Augn~4 28, 1951. 
Q. Isn't it irne that y-on 1·cfnsed to sec me on that date? . 
A. I do not think it is likely that I refused to see anyone. 
This type of case, I mmnlly see them when there is a request 
or advanee appointment ma<lc, so if yon came in without any 
appointment, it is possible you were not given an 
page 148 ~ appointment, hut I felt tlmt m>~ duty as a con-
sultant had been completetl \Yith these two ex-
nmina tiou s. 
Q. Did you know I <liLl not come to yon f<H a consultant f I 
came to you to help me. Di,ln 't ~rou know that? 
A. I believe, Mrs. Crist, you eame to. 111(• for an examina-
tion and evaluation of your condition, hnt not as a private 
patient, heransc yon were in someone else'~ cnre. · 
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Q. J\fr. Handy of the bus company, didn't you know, sent 
me to you? He told me not to go to Ferry, wanted me to go 
to you because you were the best doctor in Washington¥ 
A. I appreciate that very much, but I have never considered 
you as a private patient, and I have known you to be under 
the care of another physician, so I have seen you only on these 
two occasions and that was principally for the purpose of mak-
ing an examination and the report of my findng. 
Q. Isn't it true when a person has a back injury they have 
to go to another <loctor besides an M. D., I mean, a medicine 
doctor? 
A. No. There may be various types of specialties within 
the medical profession, but I think that you do not have to go 
to any other type of practitioner, if that is what you mean. 
Q. What kind of a doctor would I go to, then f 
· A. For back pain 7 
Q. If I would not go to a doctor like you. 
page 149 ~ A. For a back pain 1 
Q. For the whole back, the whole spine. I say 
spine. I do not say back. My legs-
. Q. You might go to someone in my specialty. You might 
wish a neuro-surgeon, but you generally are not under treat-
ment by more than one physician at n time for that condition. 
Q. Isn't it true a medical doctor can treat you for spinal 
injuries? 
A. Y cs. He is licensed to treat you. If he needs to, he may 
want to refer you. My record indicates after my first exami-
nlttion, you were in the care of Dr. Ferry and at tl1c Arling-
ton Hospital, and later were treated at the Anderson Clinic. 
' Q. Would you repeat that first paragrapli, please? 
A. That vou had been-it is mv record here vou told me 
you had been seen by Dr. Ferry, been in the Ariington Hos-
pital for 11 days, and then had been at home, later been hos-
pitalized at the Arlington Hospital for five days. 
Q. Is that the report you made August 28 or report you 
made May 29f 
A. No. This is your statement to me on August 28. 
Mrs. Crist: I ha Ye no further questions. 
Mr. Boothe: No questions. 
The Court: Thank you, Doctor. 
l\frs. Crist, you have a papor there you said you 
page 150 ~ wanted to put in evidence. You will have to show 
it to Mr. Boothe. If he does not object, you can 
get it in evidence. 
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1\fr. Boothe: Your Honor, this is a letter to Dr. Meredith 
1mrportedly from Mrs. Crist. 
The Court: She wrote to Dr. Meredith 1 
Mr. Boothe: Yes, sir.· 
The Court : Was it ever delivered f 
1\fr. Boothe: It says here, copy, .June 8, 1952. I think in 
fairness to tl1e Court it should be objected to before I even 
read it. 
The Court: Objection sustained. 
Mr. Boothe: I would rather object before I read it. 
The Court: All right. Objection sustained. Who is nextt 
'Thereupon 
ETHEL I. OLIFF 
was called as a witness on behalf of the Plaintiff and, having 
Leen first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv t11e Court: 
·Q. Give us your name? 
A. Ethel I. Oliff, 1300 S0utl1 Glebe Road, Arlington, Vir-
ginia. 
The Court: All right. Go ahead, Mrs. Crist. 
Bv Mrs. Crist: 
]Jag·e 151 } "'Q. Mrs. Oliff, on or about December 2i of 1950, 
were YOU on a bus No. 227 f 
A. I was on a bus, but I do not know the number of it. 
B v the Court : 
· Q. Were yon on a bus that Mrs. Crist was on f 
A. Yes, I ,vas. . 
Q. Did something happen to it at the intersection of Glebe 
Road? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Tell us wlmt happened. 
A. We were making· a turn there and the bus went over the 
C'urb and the bus threw her off and she made a mistake when 
she said nobody helped her, because my little granddaughter 
and I did help her off the floor.· 
Q. It threw her outf 
A. Out of the seat on to the floor. 
'.. • ~- I. 
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Q. What made the· fms do tl1atl 
A. It went over the curb. 
Q. And dumped lier out of the seat r 
A. Dumped her out, yes. 
· · The Court : All right, Mrs. Crist .. 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. Would you say that was carelessrress and negiigence on 
the driver's part, 
A. Well, maybe in a way, but it was icy and so· 
pag·e 152 f forth, and I know it is a short turn there coming-
off Columbia Pike on to t11e vVashing-ton Boule-
vard, but I could i:iot say whether it was careless or not. 
Q. Don't yo~1 k~ow there· was no ice or sleet on that day? 
A. It had snowed. I do not know about the ice, but it l1acl 
snowed.. It was wet, but I do know that is a short turn therci 
to get off the pike on to the Washington Boulevard. 
Q. Didn't you make a statemeiit just now you did not know· 
the bus number1 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. Didn't you give me a writing-
A. No, not of the bus number, 110. 
Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, may I offer this in evidence 1 
The ·witness: But you told me the bus number and asked 
me if I would write a letter. 
The Court: Say it to her. 
The Witness: You asked me to write a letter to.you because 
I told you I could not appear in Court and you toJcl me the 
number of the bus .. 
The Court: I do not think it makes any difference about 
the bus number. Mr. Boothe admits the bus number .. 
Mr. Boothe·: I admit that this was the bns. 
The Court: And she was thrown out of the seat. 
Mr. Boothe: ·what Mrs .. Oliff says is true. 
page 153 ~ By l\Irs. Crist: 
Q. Didn't you write in this stafomcnt tha it was: 
carelessness t 
A. Well, I said it might be. 
Mr. BootI1e: Your Honor, I do not want to- ® 
The Court~ Objection sustained. The jury is the one that 
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is going to determine whetl1er it is carelessness or not. Just 
tell what happened. That is what the jury is here for. 
Just tell us how it happened. 
The Witness : That is all. 
Ey the Court : 
Q. You were coming from town, were you 1 
A. That is right, from Washington. 
Q. And you made a right turn? . 
A. Off of Columbia Pike ou to ·washingtou Boulevard, right 
at that Military Cemetery, and it comes around this way. 
Q. "\Vhich cmb was it you hit, the right curb or left curb? 
A. The right. 
Q. It went all the way over and came back into the curb! 
A. Not around. It went right over the curb. The curb 
comes ai·ound like that. 
Q. He was making a right-hand curve 1 
A. That is right, went too close to the curb. 
Q. vVent too close to the curb? 
A. That is right, and went over it. 
page 154 ~ The Court: All right. 
Bv Mrs. Crist : 
0 Q. Mrs. Oliff, isn't it true that I was sitting on the right 
seat facing trallic and the bus made the turn and the left wheel 
went clear up on the island and down and then sideswiped the 
curb on the right 7 
A. No. It went over the right curb and threw you off. 
Bv the Court : 
· Q. It did not hit tlw island first? 
A. I do not remember it hitting nny island. It went over 
the curb uncl went off. 
Q. How many humps did yon feel f 
A. Only from the two wheels of the. hns is all, the first one 
and then the hack one. 
Q. The first one and then the back one? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Both wheels hit something? 
A. That is right, went over the C'urh. 
The Court: That is all. 
Mrs. Crist: That i8 all, Your Houor. 
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CR.OSS EXAMINATION. 
Q. Would you know, Mrs. Oliff, how fast the bus was going·? 
Would you have any idea 7 
A. N o,I would not. 
page 155 ~ Q. Did you actually see :Mrs. Crist fall off or 
slip off the seat? 
A. I did, and my granddaughter and I helped to pick her 
'·up. She said she sat there, but sbe did not. My granddaugh-
ter and I picked her up. 
Q. Right away? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You do not feel she was there for five minutes? 
A. No, just a minute and a half. 
Q. Just as soon as you could get to bed 
A. That is right. 
Q. Do you know whether the driver even saw :Mrs. Crist? 
A. As far as I know, no. I do not think anybody knew any-
thing about it because Mrs. Crist was supposed to get off at 
Sixth Street and I got off at Columbia Pike. I live down 
Glebe Road, and when she went to get off is when I noticed 
that she said she was hurt and s]1e did g() to the bus driver 
and he told her to go to the end of the line and when I got off 
the bus I gave her a card with my name on it, and that is all. 
I knew she had been hurt. 
Q. But you do not think the bus driver even knew about iU 
A. No. He did not know about it. I do not think he even 
knew a thing about it. 
Mr. Boothe: That is all. 
page 156 ~ Thereupon 
ELIZABETH KURTZ 
was called as a witness on behalf of t11c Plaintiff and, having 
been first duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By the Court: 
Q. Give us your name. 
A. Elizabetl1 Kurtz. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. 4620-13th Street, North. 
Q. Were you on this bus in question Y 
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A. I was on a bus the latter part of Decembm~, sir, but it 
]ias been so long I do not recall the date or the bus number. 
Q. VV ere you on a bus wlieu Mrs. Crist was thrown out of 
lier .seaU 
A. I could not even identify Mrs. Crist as the lady.. There 
,vas a lady slipped off af her s·eaL 
Q. Were you on a bus that hit the sidewalk or curbing at 
Gle.be Road -0r vVashington Boulevard! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In December? · 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Tell us what lmppened. 
A. The best I remember the accident, sir, I w·as going home 
from work, and it had been snowing that day, I do 
11age 157 ~ remember about that. The streets were slick and 
as far as I know, the bus hit one of the curbs, 
but it is a short turn there and the driver was ddving very 
};lowly and had been all the way down the hill because I do not 
know if it was the rush hour o:r whether we l1ad gotten -0:ff 
ccarly. I remembe:I.' I was 011 my way home from the office 
when this happened, and I had gotten on at the NavyAnnex 
wlrnre I work. 
Q. Do you remember tlrnt i:;ome Indy was dumped out of her 
scat into the aisle? 
A. Yes, sh-. The best I remember, she was sitting on the 
outside of the seat and slie skidded off. 
Q. And fell? 
A. Yes, fell over. 
Q. Do you remember somebody else picking her up? 
A. Yes, the lady either on the seat with her or behind her. 
Q. Did you give the lady your name? · 
A. Yes. At the time, nobody paid much attention to it. In 
fact, as I remember, there was a little snicker around on the 
lms, but before we got to Clarendon I looked around and the 
lady was going, and so she says she wanted my name. I do 
110t remember anything else because it has been so·long. 
Q. You gave her your name f 
A. Yes. 
rmge 158} 
hllk to him? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You gave :Mrs. Crist your name? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Diel you see l1er approach the bus driver and 
Q. To your knowledge, did she go beyond her stop and 
stay on the bns? 
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A. That I do not know. I got off at Clarendon Circle'. 
The Court: Any further questions t 
Mrs. Crist: Yes. · 
By Mrs .. Crist:. · 
Q. ,:\There were you sitting on that bus·.Y 
A. I was sitting on the long seat right opposite the driver's. 
seat of the bus. In other words, I was. sitting on the right-
hand side of the bus on the long seat, and if I remember cor-
·rectly, the lady tbat slipped off was sitting on the first seat on 
the same side of the bus. 
Q. Isn't it true that you rt~achetl over and pulled my dress·. 
<lown but you did not offer to help me f 
A. I do not re~ember any such incident, no. 
Q. Didn't you t~ll me I was badly hurt and you were going 
to write vour name down for me and the bus number? 
A. No; ma 'am, I did not. 
Q. Is this your handwriting 1 
· A .. Yes. This is my handwriting and my name, but I did 
not say that you are bad hurt.. 
page 15~ ~ Q. I was not asking that. 
By the Court: 
· Q. Do you recall writing that on that day and giving it to 
her? 
A. I do not recall it, sir, but 1 could Imve .. 
Q. I notice it is marked purse pad. Is that a piece of paper 
yon would have¥ 
A. Yes, sir. I cany sornetlling· like that in my purse all tlw· 
time. 
Q. ·what is tliat mark(}<l up thcref 
A. Bus number 227. 
Q. You think possibly you g·ave her that on that <layf 
A. Yes,. sir. I could ·well T1ave done so. 
Bv Mrs. Crist :-
. Q. Isn't it true, 1vlrs. Oliff, tliat you told me that you ·were-
a trained nur~e when I called you one time in regard to this J' 
A. No. I did not tell vou I was n trained nnrse. I told von 
I had nursed in an orthopedic I10spital for a year as a practi-
cal nurse. 
Mrs. Crist: No further questions. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By J\Ir. Boothe: 
Q. Mus. Oliff, j11st one or two qu~$tions. As I un4~rsti!~4, 
· the bus came down hill on Col1:m1bi~ fik~ ~TIP 
page 160 ~ made a sµarp rig·ht turp ancl the ac~iqep.t li~PP.fm~µ 
· at the turn·¥ . 
A. That is right, sir. 
Q. Do yo11 recall just whi~h ~tll'b it sbµck, wlwtl~er tµe lm~ 
struck the right curb or the left curb f 
ft... "\Vell, it sticks in my mind it was the left curb and the 
left front wheel that hit the curb. As h~ m~Hl~ thµ.t tµr:µ, lw 
just did not turn as short as he sho11ld have, Qut that is very 
easy to do, even with an antomobil~, th~:r..e. 
Q. "r as there any feeling of a littl~ sJ{idding or ~1~ytl:ling 
at the time he made the tum! 
A. That I do not recall, but I do recall it was snowing ~µ,fl 
had been snowing. · 
Q. You say the bus was going quit~ slowly there at the tµrn1 
A. Oh, yes. They have, to slow down almost to ~ ~tqp ~r 
they cannot make the tum there, even when the streets are 
dry. 
Q. So he slowed down almost to a stop there at the time? 
A. I would say so, yes, sir. 
Q. ·were yon conscious of anything unusual in his driving 
until the bus hit the left eurb 1 · 
A. No. 
Mr. Bpothe: That is all. 
By thp Court: 
Q. Is the left curh yoi1 ql'C talking ~bout, is tlHJt 
pag-e l 61 ~ an island? 
A. It is, sir, where yo11 come off Columbia Pike 
on to the "T ashing-ton Boulevard. r.Dlwre is a little-it is m~t 
exactl;v a triangle, but it is sort of in this shape and the traffic 
is divided th(\J'C. 
Q. He went over the loft -side ~nd went ~tcr9ss the isl~nd 1 
A. He did not go across the island, h~ ju~t pumped it with 
his front wheel. 
Q. He never did stop? 
A. No, just b11mped it. 
Q. You do not recall hiR µ;oing· hnek on the other sii{c and 
l1itting the other side? 
A. No, sir, I do not. 
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Q. Which side was she sitting on? 
A. The same side of the bus I was on, if I recall correctly. 
Q. You were on the right side? 
A. Yes, sir. The bus is facing-most of the seats in the 
bus, most of them were sitting like this. When you get right 
at the front of' the bus there is just a long scat and the passen-
gers face each other. I was sitting on this long seat facing 
the passeng·ers on the left side over there, and the first seat 
that sits this way, as I remember correctly, Mrs. Crist was 
sitting right there. 
Q. Sitting in the first seat that was a~ right 
page 162 ~ angles to the length of the bus Y · · 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. On the right-hand side Y 
A. That is the way I remember the incident. 
Q. And your opinion is that the only wheel that hit any-
thing was the left front wheel? 
A. Yes, sir, and it does not take much of a bump, if you 
·ride our busses here, to scoot you off of a seat on that particu-
lar seat. 
The Court : Any questions f 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By :M:rs. Crist : 
Q. Do you drive au automobile? 
A. Ido. 
Q. How fast do you think that bus was going when he came 
around that curb? 
A. Oh, I would not hazard a guesr,; as to mileage, but I know 
he was practically stopped because I have to come to almost 
a dead stop to make that cnrh in my car, and I make it every 
afternoon coming home from work. He could not make it if he 
had not been almost stopped. 
Q. Where did you get on that bus? 
A. At the Arlington Annex .. 
Q. Is that on Columbia Pike where you got on? 
A. Yes. 
page 163 ~ Q. Did you know the driver? 
A. No. 
Q. Would you know him if he would enter here now? 
A. No. 
Q. Had you seen that driver before? 
A. No, not that I recall. 
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Mrs. Crist.: No further questions. 
RE-CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By l\!f r. Boothe:: 
Q. As I understand from your answer to the Judge's ques-
tion, when the bus touched the island, it did not stop its for-
ward progress, it kept on going! · 
A. Oh, no. 
Q. And Mrs. Crist was sitting on a seat on the right-hand 
side of the bus, facing forward Y 
A. That is right 
Q. And she was 0~1 the right-hand side, in the first seat, 
facing forward, is that correcU 
A. Yes, sir, on the outside. 
Mr. Boothe : Thank you. That is all. 
The O~mrt: Who is your next witness? 
Mrs. Crist: The next one is the bus driver, isn,t he? 
The Court: I am not calling your witnesses for you .. 
lfrs. Crist: That is not mv witness. 
The Court: v"\1110 is your witness 7 
page 164} Mrs. Crist: I have called all mine. 
The Court: You have not testified, yourself. 
That is, you have not legally testified. Do you want to take 
the stand and testifv again or do you want to swear what you 
. said before, this morning, is the truth, to the best of your 
knowledge and belief? 
l\Irs. Crist: I always tel1 the truth. 
The Court : I did not ask you that. 
Mrs. Crist : It is the truth, so help me. 
The Court: Raise your right hand. 
Mrs. Crist: So help me, it is the truth. 
The Court: Do you swear thnt what you said in your open-
ing statement this morning is the truth, the whole truth and 
uothing but the truth, so help you God f 
Mrs. Crist: So help me God. 
The Court: Do you want to cross examine her, :Mr. Boothet 
Mr. Boothe: No, sir. I do not have any questions. 
The Court: Do you want to call your witnesses nowt 
Mr. Boothe: Yes, sir. 
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Thereupon 
CONWAY VERNON 
was called as a witness by counsel for Defendant and, having 
been first duly sworn, was examined and 'testified aS- follows.: 
DIRECT ~~Al\UNATION. 
page 165 f By Mr. Boothe: Q. Your name is: Conway Vernon f 
A. That is correct. 
Q. W:he-re do you Hvef 
A. I live at Herndon, Virginia, at tlw present time .. 
Q .. ·where do you work at the present time? 
A. I drive for Virg·inia Concrete in Alexandria. 
Q. You drive a truck! 
A. That is correct. 
Q. On or- about the 2l8t day of December 1950, did you 
work for the ·washington" Virginia and Maryland Co~ch Com-
pany! · · · · 
A. I did .. 
Q. }Im~ lonf.a. had you worked for them before tfoit f 
A. Up unti. ·that date, two years or longer. 
Q. How long ha"d you been driving busses or trucks f 
A. I have be·en driving commercially for 10 years, now. 
Q. Do you recall this incident which occurred at the corner 
of Columbia Pi~c and South ·wasbington Boulevard? 
A. Id~ . 
· Q. On or about December 22, about what time wa~ that,. 
approximately 1 
A. That was between 12 iOO o'clock and 2 :00 o'clock in the 
· afternoon. ·· · · 
Q. vVould you just tell the jury exactly what. bappeneq. as 
you recall it? First of all, "\\7hat was the conditio~1 of the 
road 1 
IJijg·e 166 ~ A. Relative to this case, I haq gone into Was 11-
. ington "\\-ith my bus to pick up a load of pf!ssengers. 
There was a lot of skidding t4at day. It was a bad qay, clo'qdy, 
but the roads were not impassable on my ,vay in. 
In th~ thn~ I have gone into .,vashington ~ml come bacl~ to 
Navy Anne4, it I1ad apparently rained and it turneµ intp a 
Iig·l1t snow. It was very slick, and my bus ~Jipped or sld~rled 
slightly as I made the turn, a rig-ht-band turn off of Columbia . 
Pike going due west on to South ,vashington Boulevard. The 
bus skidded · slig·btly and glanced into tlie curbing. I never 
stopped going forward. 
Q. Was that the right-I1and or left-hand curbing! 
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A. That was the left front wheel of the bus grazed the left-
hand curbing. 
Q. As you make that turn, what is the width of the road-
way¥ Is it wide enough for two cars, one car, or how manyT 
A. It is single-lane ti·affic there. It is not two-way traffic. 
Q. Aud the curbing which you touched, then, was the curb-
ing of an island 1 
A. "\Vell, I guess you could call it an island. It was an area 
dividing the traffic, making a right-hand turn on to South 
"\V ashingtou Boulevard, and any traffic coming the other· way. 
Q. You say that the bus did keep going! 
A. The bus never stopped its forward motiori. 
page 167 ~ Q. Did you know at that point Mrs. Mary 
Crist had been thrown from her seat i 
A. Not at that time, I did not. 
Q. Did you know that any undue event had occurred at 
that time? 
A. I was aware of the fact that I had hit the curbing. 
Q. And that is all 1 
A. That is all. 
Q. w·hen did you first learn of Mrs. Crist's accident? 
A. I learned of Mrs. Crist 's accident when I had taken her 
to her destination in the area of Fifth and South Glebe. In 
the meantime, I had to go all the way to Clarendon and down 
frving Street, out Second Street to Glebe Road. 
Q. Who told you about it f 
A. She informed me that she had been thrown from the seat 
and that she was not feeling well. 
Q. "\Vha t did you tell her then? 
A. At that time, all the passengers that I had had on my bus 
that I could use for witnesses or people tliat could have seen 
the accident or any possiblity anybody that could see any-
thing that was of use and information regarding it, had gone, 
so I asked her was she hurt and she did not give me too much 
sntisfaetion as to the seriousness of her injury. 
I invited her to go down to Columbia Pike where I turned 
my bus around and I had a lay-over time of two or three 
minutes. At that place, she gan) me her name and 
page 168 ~ address. 
Q. vVas that just a few blocks? 
A .• Just a fow blocks from her destination. 
Q. You did stop there, took the information, and took her 
back to her destination, her Rtop? 
A. Took her back to her destination. 
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Q. Was there any off er of medical assistance to her? 
A. I offered to do what I could through the officials I work 
for. 
Q. Did you offer her medical assistance? 
A. If she needed it or wanted it, yes. 
Mr. Boothe: I think that is all. 
The Court: Any questions Y 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mrs. Crist: . 
Q. When you made that turn, isn't it true you ran up on 
that island and when you came down you side-swiped the curb 
on the right? . 
A. I did graze the island or the curb on the left, and I did 
not hit the curb on the right. I have no recollection of that 
whatsoever. 
Q. Isn't it true after you did that you kept looking in the 
mirror to see what I was going to do? 
A. I cannot say that I did. It is very probable that I was 
watching my mirror. That is customary for any-
page 169 ~ body that drives a bus. :::.. 
Q. Had you made that route before? 
A. Many time~. 
Q. You had. If I got three witnesses, why didn't you get 
some witnesses' names? 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, I think that is my job, not the 
witness'. 
The Court: That is a good question. 
The Witness: Would you restate that, pleasef 
By Mrs. Crist: 
Q. If I got three witnesses' names-
The Court: Ask him why lie did not get any witnessP.R. 
Q. Why didn't you g·et some witnesses? 
A. I did not get any witnesses at that time simply because 
all the witnesses had left my vehicle, all except you. There 
were no witnesses for me to get. Prior to that, I did not know 
of your injury. · 
Q. I did not know of my injuries, either. 
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A. In other words, you allowed all those other: passengers 
to leave my vehicle before you said anything to me about it. 
By the Court: 
Q. Did you see her fall out of the seat when you were look-
ing in the mirror? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You did not see these people go back and 
page 170 } pick her up Y 
A. No, sir. 
By l\!Irs. Crist : 
Q. Isn't it true that you are supposed, when you are behind 
the wheel, to watch out for life and limb and property? 
A. That is what I was doing to the best of my ability that 
day. 
Q. If all those people picked me up and you did· not see 
them, where were you lookingf You were not attending to 
your duties, were you? 
A. I was trying to. 
Q. But these other people all saw me fall, is that true t 
A. I cannot say. I do not lmow whether they saw you fall 
or not. 
Q. Didn't you hear that one witness say she picked me up, 
she and her grandchild, her granddaughter? 
A. I heard it in Court today, yes, ma 'am, not before. , 
Q. And you make a statement you did not see that? 
A. No ma'am. 
Q. And I did not, either. When I got to Sixth and Glebe 
Road, didn't I tell you I could not move? 
A. If you told me that you could not move when we got to 
Sixth and Glebe Road, South, I do not recall it, because you 
did get off of my bus and walk up the street. 
Q. Didn't you tell me to ride behind Peoples Drugstore, 
which was the destination? 
page 171 } A. At the time I was talking to you regarding 
your injury, when we first reached your destina-
tion, you were standing in the aisle of the bus holding on to 
an upright pole. 
Q. Didn't I tell you I could not walk? 
A. If you did, I do not recall it. 
Q. Didn't you tell me to go behind Peoples Drugstore and 
you would take my name and send an investigator out to my 
house by 4 :00 o'clock that afternoon? 
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A. I invited. you to ride to the end of the line, which was 
my destination, so I could gather what information I could 
from you, simply because you were the only witness that I 
had. 
When I stated that I would haYe an investigator go to see 
you by 4 :00 o'clock that afternoon, being so long ago, that 
might be possible, but it iR not very probable. 
Q. Didn't you have me to write my name and address and 
the date on a little piece of paper about two by four, a small 
piece of paper, something like-a small piece of paper! 
A. I did get your name and address. 
Q. vVhat did you do with that piece of paper? 
A. I turned that in to my employer w·hen I went back in. 
Q. Wbo was your employer f 
A. The gentleman that took care of that sort of business at 
that time was named Mr. Lockerv. He worked f'or the vVV & 
M, Coach Company. " 
Q. v\Tilryou tell me how he spells thatf 
A. Better still, I can offer you a gentleman who 
page 172 ~ 11as his job now, l\fr. Gilley. 
Q. When you turned that into tT1em, what did 
they tell you Y 
J\fr. Boothe: Well, now-
The Court: Objection sustained. You do not need to an-
swer that. Next question. 
Mrs. Crist: Your Honor, I guess that is aU. 
Mr. Boothe: No further questions. 
Your Honor, I tllink we will close our case. ·we bad three 
doctors coming here tomorTow morning. I think there has 
been adequate testimony on the caRe. ,Ve will close right now. 
The Court: You can retire to the jury room for just a few 
mi11utes .. 
(The jury retired to tI1e jury room.) 
Mr. Boothe: Your Honor, I at this time would like to make 
a motion. If the motion is overruled, I lmve two instructions 
and would be willing to waive argument. 
The Court: Let us take only so many steps at one time. 
You g·o ahead and make your motion. 
J\fr. Boothe: I would like at this time to request to move 
the Court to strike the .Plaintiff1s evidence in tMs case on the 
ground that, one, it does not show any negligence on the part 
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of the Defendant as defined by law, that it does not show, sec-
ondly, any cam~al connection between the accident and the in-
juries sustained by her, and third, it does not show 
page 173 ~ suffel'ing by her of any financial damages. 
· The Court : The motion is denied. 
Mr. Boothe: \Ve will note an exception. 
The Court: Have you any proposed instructions? You 
may not even know what I am talking about, but I am asking 
whether you huve or not. 
Mrs. Crist: 'N onlcl vou read these 1 
The Court: These ·have nothing to do with instructions, 
Mrs. Crist. Mr. Boothe, it seems to me it is purely a question 
of preponderance of evidence, and measure of damages, and 
a question of whether there was a violation of the duty of us-
ing utmost care, whether the act was a violation of the duty 
to exercise utmost ca re has taken place in this case, and .un-
less you object, I am going to instruct the jury orally, having 
these two instructions in mind that vou have here. · 
l\fr. Boothe: I hnve no objection, Your Honor. 
The Court: How much time do you want to argue, Mrs. 
Crist, talk to the jury, now, when they come back here. 
l\Irs. Crist: Gee, I do not know how long it is going to take. 
The Court: I always have to have you fix the time. Yon 
tell me bow long- you want, because he is entitled to the same 
amount of time you are. You arc the one that brought the 
case. Do you think it will take over an hond 
· :i\fr. Boothe: Are you willing to let the Judge 
page 17 4 J instruct the jury, and let neither one of us argue? 
If you won't, I won't. 
The Court: All right. ..We will recess until tomorrow morn:. 
ing. 
(The jury was returned to the courtroom.) 
The Court : Ladies and g·entlemen of the jury, the case will 
he argued to you beginning at 10 :00 o'clock in the morning. 
While yon are out, do not discuss it with anybody. Do not 
allow anybody to discuRs it with you or in your presence. Do 
not try to reach any conclm:.ion about it until you have heard 
it, and do not go down and visit thi8 point unless you have to 
p;o by there, and if ~Ton have to go by there, do not stop and" 
make anv observations. 
Tomo1:row morning at 10 :00 o'clock. 
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. (Whereupon, at 4:00 o'clock p. m., this hearing was ad-
journed until Friday, May 29, 1953, commencing at 10 :00 
o'clock a. m.) 
page 175 ~ 
• • • • 
Arlington, Virginia 
Friday, May 29, 1953 
Pursuant to adjournment, this hearing was resumed before 
the Honorable Walter T. McCarthy, Judge of the Circuit 
Court of Arlington County, Virginia, and a jury, commencing 
at 10 :00 o'clock a. m. · 
The Court: All right, Mrs. Crist. 
Mrs. Crist: Honorable Judge, Ladies and gentlemen of the 
jury, I really do not know how to begin this, so I hope the 
Honorable Judge will help me because I believe this is going 
to be the hardest. 
First, I would like for you all to know the truth, and noth-
ing else but the truth, and I am working hard for you all to 
learn the truth. As several witnesses claimed yesterday, 
there was nothing wrong· with the myelogram and 
page 176 ~ the photographs. I would like to prove to you-
I want you to know the truth. I would like to go 
before a fluoroscope with you and this Honorable Judge and 
let you see for yourselves that my spine is blocked and has 
been since April 24, 1952. It is cutting off the circulation to 
my whole body. It is causing me to have a compressed trunk 
and compression of the thorax. 
You noticed here yesterdav that I drank water one time 
after another. I sat in this courtroom yesterday with my tem-
perature beyond 100. So I want yon to know the truth. I 
want you to go before me in a fluroscope and ~ee for your-
selves that that fluid is blocked and it doeR not move. 
It is causing me to vomit and pgss out. I am not able to 
do anything. I am not able to be in this Court, but the good 
Lord is giving me the streng·i1 to stand here and fight for 
my rights and to protect other people also that might be in-
volved the same way that this has happened to me. 
I have not been able to do anything in my yards or anything 
since 1951. I did a little bit in February of 1951. I have al-
ways had a big garden, flowers. I have always canned enough 
things out of my garden to do me for all winter. . 
I have not been able to do this since this injury, and I will 
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never be able to do it. I liav.e to lie around nearly all of the 
time. 
I get up, yes, but it is beyond my ·strength to get up. 
Dr. Nicholson made a statement that he came 
JJage 177} to my house one Sunday· and I fixed him a lovely 
dinner. Yes.. I 1mc1 three great, big porterhouse 
:steaks in my icebox. As long as I was broiling ·porterhouse 
·steak for myself, is it any more work broiling· three tban it is 
broi1ing· one 1 . . · 
And another incident he stated, the neighbor had dinner 
with me and i got up and fixed him a dinner. He happened 
to be over. I had a broiled chicken and I .had finished my 
dinner and he is a widower and I am the type of person that 
if I have food on my table I am going to give you half of it 
instead of throwing it out. 
We were throug·h our dinner, Mr. Crist and I. My son is 
not home. He was overseas at the time; so he sat down and 
l1ad dinner. He goes back and tells Dr. Nicholson on the tele-
phone tl1ere was nothing wrong with me, that I got up and 
fixed him a big· dinner. That is not true. 
Dr. Nicholson made that statement yesterday. I will never 
l1e able to do anything again. I have always been a strong 
woman. I lrnve never been sick before. I have never attended 
doctors. I liave always believed in taking care of your health. 
I have never drank. I have never Fnnoked. I do not go to wild 
imrties. I enjoy parties~ yes, but I do not want to drink and 
smoke and carrv on. 
I will never be able to attend another party and dance like 
I have been accustomed to several years before this hap-
pened. 
1mge 178 } I am in a position now that this should not be 
happening to me. I l1ave raised my child, which 
iR the happiest years of your life, the first forty, I believe. 
That is my experience when you have children to raise and 
you are trying to buy a home. You have burdens, isn't that 
true? 
Now, I l1ave accumulated a little something and everything 
I have accumulated to enjoy has been destroyed by others' 
carelessness and recklessness.. 
I have not been able to sleep at nights. Last night I never 
dosed my eyes because I am so miserable that I cannot sit any 
length of time. I hurt from here a11 the way down my legs. 
:M:y heels and my legs are throbbing right now. 
As soon as I went home from this courtroom yesterday 
afternoon I could not even get myself something to eat, and 
that is unusual for me because I love to eat. The first thing 
-~-
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I had to do was get myself warm. I was frozen all over. . I 
got into a hot batll, got into bed, and tumed my General Elec-
tric blanket up to 6~ and a heat pa:d on my legs, besides the 
General Electric blanket, and I had chills all nig·ht long, and 
I did not have anybody to do anything· for me. I am doing 
this all a:lone. 
I called the doctor last night, but he never called me. He 
was not in, but he never called me. No doctor is interested in 
doing anythii~g for me until this is over. 
S() I called the same doctor again tMs morning. He wantecl 
to know about the case. He wanted to know what 
page 179 ~ the other doctors said. I says, "Listen. I am 
sick, and I have to go into tl1at courtroom. Can't 
yon give me an examination7 I do not want to go in there and 
pass out.'' 
God is giving ·me strength to carry this through. 
I said, ''l had a terrible time yesterday." I says, "Will 
you come and testify for me today?" He says, "I am a busy 
man. I wrote Judge :McCartI1y a letter stating for him to 
come in and take a deposition, but," he said, "it seems as 
though the courts were not iuterested.' 1 
I do not know what a deposition is, but this Dr. Hadley, I 
have been under his care since December 27, of 1951. 
Dr. Engh and tliem Iias not seen me since November of 1951,. 
but still Dr. Engh made a report on me as late as June of 
1952, about the 11th or 12th of June, 1952. I never saw tbc-
report. 
page 180 ~ This Dr. Hadley said that Im was going~ to get 
me well. He put tbe brace on me. I mean, a cast 
on me from here down. I was in that cast for five davs. I 
vomited and passed out all tlie ti~ne tllat I Imel it on, but ':I: told 
him if he thought it would do me good, to let me stay in it be-
cause I wanted to get well. 
He has kept me in the hospital there overnigl1t and told me 
I could go home. I stayed home until Sunday morning about 
three o'clock, and I was so Rick that I could not even see. Mr. 
Crist ran me into tlie hospital. That was on Sixth Street of 
Southwest. It is called Mission General Hospital, whatever 
that is, what they call it. 
I stayed in there until about five o'clock on Sunday after-
noon then, so Dr. Hadley finally said, "You hnv-e toxic poison-
ing from that cast, and I will have to cut it off of you.'' 
I was awfully, awfully sick, so be cut it off. So he said,, 
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"You can go home and go to bed." Well, I did. 
So then there was two doctors said that I would have to 
have a myelogram, so then he sent me down to Richmond for 
the myelogram, and then when I came back from down there 
I went into bis office the same day that I came back from Rich-
mond. . 
I don't know what he did, but he did something which cost 
me something· between seven and eight dollars for that visit 
that day that I came bac.k; from Richmond. He 
page 181 ~ did take my temperature and it was over 100. It 
was a cold, rainy Sunday, April 27, 1952. 
· This Dr. Hadley, I have paid him $498.79. I still owe him 
money, ,vhich I am not sure he has sent me a bill, maybe as 
much as $75 yet. I am not sure about that because he has not 
sent me a bill. 
I have paid out hospital bills, Arlington Hospital, $259.10, 
from June 27 to July 8 of 1951, $25 and $9.10, Anderson Clinic 
Hospital, August 2 to August 7, 1951, $61.70, Medical College 
Hospital of Richmond, Virginia, April 23 to April 27 of 1952, 
$111.31, Nichols Avenue, Southwest, Dr. Hadley's Hospital, 
August 1 to August 20, 1952, $278.75, ,Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, September 4, to September 11, 1952, $235; total, 
$945.86 spent on hospitals. 
My total bill so far, which does not include everything, is 
$1,549.58. 
• • • • • 
page 186 ~ 
* 
.Mrs. Crist: Dr. Andren-he did not testify, so can I tell 
the jury what happened 1 
The Court: No. You cannot tell the jury what happened. 
He was not here. You cimnot <lo that. H c has to come in and 
sav it himself. 
page 187 ~ 1Irs. Crist: In other word:.;, nnv doctor I have 
hcen to in the District, I cannot say what that was. 
That is the reason they made the statement they could do what 
they pleased with me when I was ovel· there. 
The Court: It might liave been. 
l\frs. Crist: How am I going to win a case, Your Honor?· 
The Conrt: I cannot tell you that. 
:.... 
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Mrs. Crist: ·when I asked the United States Marshal to 
ijUbpoena a District doctor, did I have any right of seeing that 
that doctor get theref 
· The Court: Not in the State of Virginia. You can take his 
deposition. There is provision for it in the Code. That shows 
you exactly how to do it. Anybody can take depositions of 
witness·es out of the state if he cannot get them to come here. 
: Mrs. Crist: Well, may I ask you this, Your Honor f In that 
letter that Dr. Hadley wrote you, does it say something in 
there about you getting a deposition from himt That is what 
he told me this morning. Is that in his letter? 
The Court: I do not know. It is not my duty to get the 
depositions. In fact, I have no authority to do so. It is your 
case. The burden of proving the case is on you. Everybody 
is supposed to get his own evidence. 
·,: Mrs. Crist: I have the evidence here in black 
page 188 ~ and white. 
The Court : That is not legal evidence. 
Mrs. Crist: This is not what you call a deposition. 
The Court: No. A deposition has to be sworn, has to be 
taken before somebody who is authorized to adminster oaths, 
a.nd has to be done after giving notice to the other side that you 
are going to take a deposition. 
Mrs. Crist: Is it too late to do that? 
The Court: It certainly is too late to do that now, yes. 
Mrs. Crist : ·well, I should think it would be up to the 
United States Marshal to have told me that. 
The Court: It might have been. I do not have any control 
over the United States Marshal. 
Mrs. Crist: Because I do believe they wrote to the clerk 
of the court and said they did not know why Dr. Hadley did 
not appear on April 6 to the trial that was postponed. 
The Court: It might be. I do not know whether they did 
or not. 
· Mrs. Crist: Dr. Hadley said maybe l1e would get here. 
The Court: It is too late for him to get here now. You 
closed your case, said you had no more eYidence. 
·· Mrs. Crist: The onlv evidence I have is the D. C. doctors 
and a doctor out in Maryland that says there is nothing wrong 
·· with me . 
. J>'age l89 ~ The Court: I do not think that is correct. 
· Somebodv testified that vou had contusions. 
Mrs. Crist: I kno-,v, but Dr. Hadlev said I had permanent 
di~c injiuies. · 
The Court: Dr. Hadley is not here to say that now. No-
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body is here to say that now. You have to go ahead with what 
you have. It applies not only to you but t~ everybody else 
that comes in. rrhere are no different rules for you than any-
body else. 
Mrs. Crist: In other words, if I want· this testimony, I 
have to take this ease over in the District. 
page 190 ~ The Court~ No. You have to get his deposi~ 
tion· or get' him to agree to come over here, one 
or the other. I cannot give you advice. You did not employ 
me as an attorney. If you had, I could not represent you . 
.Mrs. Crist: If it wouldn't have been ethics among doctors 
and attorneys, I would have had both, and I would not be 
standing here today. If they had not been using this thing, 
ethics, that is exactly ,vhat you have performed, is ethics. 
Still these doctors always use ethics. They knew by getting 
me over into the District they could do as they pleased with 
me, which they have. 
As you all are very familiar, I am not an attorney, and I 
um not a college graduate. The Defendant had it all over me. 
He k_new that Dr. Hadley made his statements about me. He 
kne,v Dr. Andrew in Takoma Park made- statements about me. 
He knew all of that. I did not know it: Nobody has guided 
me any time or auywhere, regardless of law or regardless of 
my injury. I have done it all by myself and I think it is re-
markable tllat I can stand here and tel1 vou as much as I have 
told you. ., 
Too many people could have come into this court room yes-
terday inexperienced like I did. I did not have any notes 
before me at any time, did H And I can go back over the 
same thing today, exactly the same as I told you yesterday.· 
I want you to know the truth and nothing but 
page 191 } the truth, and I shall fight for the truth. I can-
not remember what all the doctors said yesterday. 
I did not have a stenographer beside me to write down notes. 
These doctors tried to cross me up yesterday, and you saw 
it. But I honestly believe the way tl1at everybody has done 
me since I have bad this injury, they are going to suffer a 
whole lot more than I have. It looks like as though if I can-
not bring out true testimony, with the papers that I have here 
from the D. C. doctors, I do not have a chance. 
I cannot remember everything of what those doctors said, 
so I guess I have finished my statements to you. There are a 
lot of thing:s that they said, but I can not remember them 
now. I am too sick to even stand here. I have been car:,;ying 
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this temperature since May of 1951 and how I do it, I do not 
know. That is the truth, so help me God, and thank you . 
• • • • 
page 194 t 
• • • • 
I feel that the testimony was pretty clear yesterday. 
It was this, that in the opinion of her family physician,· Dl" .. 
Nicholson, and in the opinion of the doctors who examined 
her on up several months after the acc~dent, she did have a 
low back sprain. She had contusions, particularly on the 
lower left side. 
We know that all the residual injuries of this· accident were 
gone by December 1, 1951, when, Dr. Engh testified, as you 
recall, he had seen her several times with his associates, Drsr 
Ferry and Masterson, who lmve seen her since the spring· of 
1951, but his testimony was that on November 29, 1951, the 
last time he examined her, there was no residuals of her acci-
dent. · 
The exact question that I put to him was, on that day, on 
November 29, 1951, did you feel that originally she had a low 
back sprain, you did not feel there was any low back involve-
ment at that time, and that physical therapy was not neces-
sary. 
Dr. Engh sai<l yes, that was correct, and therefore we feel 
that any injury the Plaintiff suffered as a result 
page 195 ~ of this accident was a low back injury which might 
have run on up to sometime in the fall of 1951,. 
but definitelv was over by November 29. 
Now, the medical history in tllis case was outlined by Mrs . 
. Crist in her opening argument, to which she swore later on, 
and it indicates that she J1as, over the course of time since this 
accident, been to see approximately 25 doctors, whose names 
we know. 
The doctors who testified yesterday, Dr. Nicholson exam-
ined Mrs. Crist sl10rtly after this accident, and then he saw 
her again in the spring, in March of 1951. I think that is 
.important because he pointed out that when he first examined 
her he did give lier some physical tllerapy, heat treatments, I 
believe, and that he saw her again after that when she came 
· back there from Florida after her trip there, that he felt she 
did l1ave a hack sprain and it was not a ruptured disk because 
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she would not have been ahle to go to Florida and carry on as 
she did, but he did refer her to Dr. Ferry from June 27 fo 
July 8, 1951, which was in the Arlington Hospital under Dr. 
Schwartz and Dr. li.,erry. 
Dr. Schwartz, of eourse, was also a Plaintiff's witness. 
vVhen he took the stand yesterday, I can assure you we had no 
idea what be was going to testify to, and Mrs. Crist commented 
on our offering to pay his bill, which he is entitled to have paid 
in order to testify, and I can assure you it was .a 
page 196 } ~hot in the dark. I did not know whether he wa~ 
going to say the X-ray showed a ruptured spleen 
or whether, as he testified, the X-ray was perfectly normal. 
Dr. Engh wound up the testimony covering this period up 
to the end of November 1951.. Drs. Nicholson and Schwartz 
all covered that period. Dr. Meredith from Richmond, who 
was subpoenaed by the Plaintiff, goes into another period. 
He goes into the next period, 1952, and very frankly, ladies 
and gentlemen, we do 11ot feel, even if you a re of the opinion 
the bus company is liable, we do not feel we should be liable 
for mw expenses incurred after November 1951. 
,v c feel that is the time, according to the uncontradictecl 
medical evidenre, her low back involvement ceased to bother 
her', and while it has not been made clear by the evidence and 
was not proved by the Plaintiff, we are perfectly willing to 
admit wl1at her bills were up to the end of that time, and she 
did have doctors' bills of $289 from the time of this injury up 
until N overnher 29, 1951. 
She had hospital bills totaling· $264 at Arlington, $61.70 at 
the Anderson Clinic, and she had an X-rny bill at Groover, 
Cln·h;tie & Merritt of $27.50. 
'rhe total <loctors' and hospital bills from the time this 
iwcident ocemred through November of 1951 was $642.30. 
The total is $64-2.30. 
The dMtors' bills of $289 include Drs. Nichol-
page 197 r ~on, Hantman, Lent, Ferry, Masterson and Eng 11, 
. .Hutchins, Schwartz, :Moffett, Gilbert and Rizzoli, 
whose hill was paid November 30, 1952. 
In addition to that, there was a bill paid to a Dr. Carney, 
and it is doubtful whether that was paid in 1951 or 1952, but 
presumil1g it was paid in 1951, that was $15. 
There was H bill to the Health Department of $2, and there 
were medicines and taxi bills of $21.40. Those incidentals 
mnke a total of $39.40 or a grand total, "·hen added to the 
l10snital and doctors' bills of $681.70, or a little less than $700. 
W c feel tlmt if there is a11y liabiJit.y in this case, of course, 
! 
138 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
which we do deny, that we feel that certainly the liability does 
not extend over the total cost of those bills incurred up to the 
end of November 1951, which amounts to $681.70. 
Those figures were picked up by me from the statement 
given here by Mrs. Crist, and put in the Court records, and 
if I am wrong on that, I certainly want her to correct me, but 
to the best of my belief, we feel those figures are accurate, and 
we do turn the case over to your good hands, feeling· that in 
.equity and justice, if there is liability, we should not be held 
past- the time that the back involvement, which was the injury 
sustained in thiR accident, cleared up. Thank you . 
• • • 
A Copy-Teste: 
t, 
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